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 History
  England may be a small country on the edge of Europe, but it was never
on the sidelines of history. For thousands of years, invaders and incom-
ers have arrived, settled and made their mark. The result is England’s
fascinating mix of landscape, culture and language – a dynamic pattern
that shaped the nation and continues to evolve today.

 Among the earliest migrants were Neolithic peoples. Much later the 
Celts arrived, then the Romans left a legacy of spectacular ruins that can
still be seen. After the Romans, the Anglo-Saxon migration was a key 
period; thanks to kings such as Alfred the Great, the foundations were
laid for the modern state we now call England.

 Then came 1066, a pivotal date in English history, when the country was 
invaded by the French Norman army of William the Conqueror, which in
turn led to the great castles and cathedrals of the medieval period. By the
18th century, aristocrats were building the great ‘stately homes’ which dot
the English landscape and feature on tourist itineraries today.

 For many visitors, this rich historic legacy – everything from Stone-
henge and Hadrian’s Wall to Canterbury Cathedral and the Tower of 
London – is England’s main attraction. In this chapter, we concentrate 
on high- rofile events but also mention some historic locations may see
on our travels

 The country of 
England is part 
of the island of 

Great Britain 
(along with Wales 

and Scotland). 
The words ‘Eng-

land’ and ‘Britain’ 

 Stonehenge

 1 Mysterious and compelling, Stonehenge 
(p 291 ) is England’s most iconic ancient 

site. People have been drawn to this myth-
rich ring of boulders for more than 5000 
years, and we still don’t know quite why it 
was built. Most visitors gaze at the 50-tonne 
stones from behind the perimeter fence, 
but with enough planning you can arrange 
an early morning or evening tour and gain 
access to the inner ring itself. In the slant-
ing sunlight, away from the crowds, it’s an 
ethereal place. This is an experience that 
stays with you.

 

Hadrian’s Wall

 2   Hadrian’s Wall (p 744 ) is one of the 
country’s most revealing and dramatic 

Roman ruins, its 2000-year-old procession 
of abandoned forts, garrisons, towers and 
milecastles marching across the wild and 
lonely landscape of northern England. The 
wall was about defence and control, but this 
edge-of-empire barrier also symbolised the 
boundary of civilised order – to the north 
lay the unruly land of the marauding Celts, 
while to the south was the Roman world of 
orderly taxpaying, under  oor heating and 
bathrooms.

 20 
TOP 
EXPERIENCES

“All you’ve got to do is decide to go and the hardest part is over. So go!”
TONY WHEELER, COFOUNDER – LONELY PLANET
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GET MORE FROM YOUR TRIP 

Learn about the big picture, so you
can make sense of what you see 
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 Two to three weeks 
Heart of England

  This journey through England’s cen-
tral regions starts in London, with its 
biggest landmarks: Trafalgar Square, 
Westminster Abbey, the Tower of 

London, St Paul’s Cathedral and Bucking-
ham Palace. Out of the centre, the gorgeous 
gardens at Kew, Eton College and Windsor 
Castle are also must-see sights.

 Beyond the capital is old England proper, 
especially around the market towns of Kent, 
where Canterbury Cathedral and Leeds 
Castle are top architectural spots.

 Then loop through Sussex and into 
Hampshire, where Winchester, the ancient 
capital, boasts another fine cathedral. Jos-
tling for prominence is nearby Salisbury, 

 Eight to 10 days
Urban Adventure

  Beyond London, England’s cities are 
a vibrant counterpoint to the tran-
quil coast and countryside. Start in 
Bristol, a thriving regional capital 

famed for its engineering heritage and lively 
cultural scene. Then to Birmingham, in the 
heart of the Midlands, once forlorn and now 
a byword for successful urban renewal.

 Continue north to reach Manchester, fa-
mous for its music and football team, where 
architectural highlights include the stun-
ning Imperial War Museum North. Nearby 
Liverpool is reinventing itself as a cultural 
capital, with the redevelopment most appar-
ent at the historic waterfront, Albert Dock.

 Cross the Pennines to reach Leeds, the 
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 Need to 
Know

 Currency
 »     Pound – also called 

‘pound sterling’ (£)
 Language

 »  English

 High Season 
(Jun–Aug)

 »        Weather at its best. 
Accommodation 
rates high, 
particularly in August 
(school holidays).

 »  Roads busy, 
especially in seaside 
areas, national parks 
and popular cities 
such as Oxford, Bath 
and York.

 Shoulder 
(Easter–May, 
mid-Sep–Oct)

 »  Crowds reduce. 
Prices drop.

 »  Weather often 
good: March to 
May sun mixes 
with sudden rain; 
September and 
October can feature 
balmy ‘Indian 
summers’.

 Low Season 
(Dec–Feb)

 »  Wet and cold is the 
norm. Snow can fall, 
especially up north.

 »  Opening hours 
reduced October 
to Easter; some 
places shut for the 
winter. Big-city sights 
(especially London’s) 
operate all year.

 When to Go

#

#

#

#

#

#

Carlisle
GO May-Sep

Warm to hot summers,
mild winters

York
GO May-Sep

Liverpool
GO May-Sep

Norwich
GO May-Sep

London
GO Any time -
many attractions indoors

Exeter
GO Apr-Sep

 Your Daily 
Budget
 Budget less
than £50

 »  Dorm beds £10–25
 »  Cheap meals in cafes 

and pubs £5–9
 »  Long-distance coach 

£10–30 for 200-mile 
journey

 Midrange
£50–100

 »  Midrange hotel or 
B&B £60–130 (London 
£90–180) per double 
room

 »  Main course in 
midrange restaurant 
£9–18

 »  Long-distance train 
£15–50 for 200-mile 
journey

 »  Car rental from £30 
per day for a small car

 Top end more 
than £100

 »  Accommodation in a 
4-star hotel room from 
£130 (London £180)

 »  A three-course meal 
in a good restaurant 
£40 plus per person

18

 Top Events 

 Brighton Festival, May 

 Glastonbury Festival,
Late June 
 Glyndebourne,
Late May–August 
 Notting Hill Carnival, 
Late August

 Trooping the Colour, Mid-June

 Month 
by 
Month

 January
After the festivities of 
Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve, the first few weeks 
of the year can feel a bit 
of an anticlimax – never 
helped by the often bad 
weather.

 z The London 
Parade

       A ray of light in the gloom, 
the New Year’s Day Parade 
in London (to use its official 
title) is one of the biggest 
events of its kind in the 
world, featuring marching 
bands, street performers, 

York becomes home once 
again to invaders and 
horned helmets galore, with 
the intriguing addition of 
longship races (p 573 ).

 March
 Spring starts to show 
itself, with daffodil 
blooms brightening up 
the month. Some people 
cling to the winter mood, 
but hotels and inns offer 
special weekend rates 
to tempt them out from 
under their duvets. 

3 University

 3 Grand National
 Half the country 

has a flutter on the high-
light of the three-day horse 
race meeting at Aintree, a 
steeplechase with a testing 
course and high jumps. First 
Saturday in April (p 664 ). 

 2 London 
Marathon

 In early April, super-fit 
athletes cover 26 miles, 385 
yards in just over two hours. 
Others dress up in daft 
costumes and take consider-
ably longer (p 102 ). 

z Camden Crawl
 This is your chance 

27

I SBN 978 -1 -74220 -050 -7

9 781742 200507

99425

twitter.com/lonelyplanet

facebook.com/lonelyplanet

lonelyplanet.com/newsletter

 STAY IN TOUCH
 lonelyplanet.com/contact

 AUSTRALIA  Locked Bag 1, Footscray, Victoria 3011
%03 8379 8000, fax 03 8379 8111

 USA  150 Linden Street, Oakland, CA 94607
%510 250 6400, toll free 800 275 8555, fax 510 893 8572

 UK  Media Centre, 201 Wood Lane, London W12 7TQ
%020 8433 1333, fax 020 8702 0112

Get the right guides for your trip

COUNTRY & CITY
• The original
• Comprehensive
• Adventurous

NOT FOR PARENTS
• New series
• For children

DISCOVER
• Best-of
• Photo-packed
• Inspirational

Looking for other travel resources?

LONELYPLANET.COM
For travel information, 
advice, tips & digital 
chapters

MAGAZINE
For travel stories, 
inspiration & ideas
lonelyplanet.com/magazine 

EBOOKS
Guidebooks 
for your reader
lonelyplanet.com/ebooks

APPS
Location-based  
guides for the street
lonelyplanet.com/mobile

REGIONAL
• Cultural
• Day trips & itineraries
• In-depth

• Adventurous

REGGIONAL

nturous

GIONAL LANGUAGE & 
CULTURE

POCKET
• Top sights
• Local life
• Made easy

england-7-cover.indd   2 16/11/2012   1:35:01 PM

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



THIS EDITION WRITTEN AND RESEARCHED BY

David Else,

Oliver Berry, Fionn Davenport, Marc Di Duca, Belinda Dixon,  

Damian Harper, Anna Kaminski, Catherine Le Nevez, Neil Wilson

#_

Oxford, Cotswolds
& Around

p188

Nottingham & the
East Midlands

p451

Yorkshire
p561

Newcastle & the
Northeast

p721

Birmingham,
the West Midlands

& the Marches
p499

Devon & Cornwall
p339

Cambridge
& East Anglia

p402

Canterbury &
the Southeast

p138

The Lake District
& Cumbria

p673

Manchester, Liverpool
& the Northwest

p627

Wessex
p242

London
p52

SURVIVAL  
GUIDE

ON THE  
ROAD 

 Public Holidays

New Year’s Day

Easter

May Day

PAGE

50

PAGE

811



Look out for these icons:

 Our author’s top 
recommendation

Every listing is recommended by our authors, and their  
favourite places are listed first

 A green or 
sustainable option  No payment 

required



On the Road

See the Index for a full list of destinations covered in this book.

LONDON   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52

CANTERBURY & THE 
SOUTHEAST  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 138
Kent  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139
East Sussex . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162
West Sussex  . . . . . . . . . . . . .181
Surrey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185

OXFORD, COTSWOLDS 
& AROUND  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 188
Oxfordshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . .191
The Cotswolds  . . . . . . . . . . 207
Gloucestershire  . . . . . . . . . 224
Hertfordshire  . . . . . . . . . . .233
Bedfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire . . . . . . . .235
Berkshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236

WESSEX  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .242
Hampshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246
New Forest 
National Park  . . . . . . . . . . . 258
Isle of Wight  . . . . . . . . . . . . 262
Dorset  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267
Wiltshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286
Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300
Bath  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 312
Somerset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323
Exmoor National  
Park  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 332

DEVON & 
CORNWALL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .339
Devon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 342

Cornwall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 368
Isles of Scilly . . . . . . . . . . . . 397

CAMBRIDGE &  
EAST ANGLIA  .  .  .  .  .  .402
Cambridgeshire . . . . . . . . . 406
Essex  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423
Suffolk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428
Norfolk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 437

NOTTINGHAM & THE 
EAST MIDLANDS  .  .  . 451
Nottinghamshire  . . . . . . . . 454
Lincolnshire  . . . . . . . . . . . . 461
Northamptonshire . . . . . . . 472
Leicestershire &  
Rutland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 473
Derbyshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 480
Peak District . . . . . . . . . . . . 486

BIRMINGHAM, THE 
WEST MIDLANDS &  
THE MARCHES  .  .  .  . 499
Birmingham  . . . . . . . . . . . . 502
Warwickshire  . . . . . . . . . . . 513
Staffordshire . . . . . . . . . . . . 524
Worcestershire . . . . . . . . . . 530
Herefordshire . . . . . . . . . . . 534
Shropshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 542

YORKSHIRE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 561
North Yorkshire. . . . . . . . . . 565
North York Moors  
National Park  . . . . . . . . . . . 588

Yorkshire Dales  
National Park  . . . . . . . . . . . 597
West Yorkshire  . . . . . . . . . . 606
South Yorkshire  . . . . . . . . . 618
East Riding of Yorkshire . .  621

MANCHESTER, 
LIVERPOOL & THE 
NORTHWEST  .  .  .  .  .  .  .627
Manchester . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630
Cheshire. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 646
Liverpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 653
Around Liverpool . . . . . . . . 664
Lancashire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 665
Isle of Man . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 669

THE LAKE DISTRICT & 
CUMBRIA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .673
The Lake District  . . . . . . . . 677
Cumbrian Coast . . . . . . . . . 710
Northern & Eastern  
Cumbria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715

NEWCASTLE & THE 
NORTHEAST  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 721
Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 725
Around Newcastle . . . . . . . 734
County Durham  . . . . . . . . . 734
Hadrian’s Wall . . . . . . . . . . . 744
Northumberland  
National Park  . . . . . . . . . . . 751
Northumberland  
Coast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 754
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Itiner-
aries

Whether you’ve got six days or 
60, these itineraries provide a 
starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime. Want more inspiration? 
Head online to lonelyplanet.
com/thorntree to chat with other 
travellers. 

ENGLAND

IRELAND

NORTHERN
IRELAND

SCOTLAND

WALES

NETHERLANDS

BELGIUM

FRANCE

NORTH
SEA

IRISH
SEA

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

English Channel

Isle of
Man

LONDON

#•
#•

#•
#•

#•
York

Lake District
National Park#÷

#•

The
Cotswolds

Salisbury

Stonehenge
#• #•

#_#_

É

ÉÉ

É É

É

É

Cambridge

Stratford-
upon-Avon

Oxford

Winchester

Bath

É

É

Eight to 10 days
England Express

In just over a week you can still see many of England’s highlights. Start with a full 
day in the capital, London, simply walking the streets to admire the world-famous 
sights: Buckingham Palace, Tower Bridge, Trafalgar Square and more. Then head 
west for one or both of the grand cathedral cities of Winchester and Salisbury. 

Next stop: ancient history – the iconic menhirs of Stonehenge. 
A short hop northwest is the beautiful historic city of Bath, for Roman history and 

fabulous Georgian architecture. Then cruise across the classic English countryside of the 
Cotswolds to reach that ancient seat of learning, Oxford. Not far away is Stratford-upon-
Avon, for everything Shakespeare.

Next, strike out north for the Lake District, one of the country’s most scenic areas, then 
across to York for Viking remains and the stunning Minster. End your trip with a visit to 
Cambridge, England’s other great university city. Then a final day back in London, im-
mersed in galleries, museums, luxury shops, street markets, West End shows or East End 
cafes – or whatever takes your fancy.
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York
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Carlisle

Exeter

Manchester

Bristol LONDONAvebury
Stone Circle

Stonehenge

#÷

#÷

#•

#÷

#•

#•

The
Cotswolds

Hadrian's
Wall

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•
#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#• #_

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

WALES

IRELAND

NORTHERN
IRELAND

SCOTLAND

NETHERLANDS

ENGLAND

FRANCE

BELGIUM

New Forest
National Park

Dartmoor
National Park

Peak District
National Park

Lake District
National Park

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

IRISH
SEA

NORTH SEA

Isle of
Man

CUMBRIA

#÷
#•

One month 
The Full Monty

With a month to spare you can enjoy taking in all the very best that England offers. 
Kick off in London and spend a couple of days seeing the big-name attractions. 
Make the time for no-fixed-program saunters as well – along the south bank of the 
River Thames, or through the markets of the East End. Next, go down to the sea 

and the buzzy coast-resort Brighton; then west, via Portsmouth for the historic harbour, 
to reach the picturesque New Forest. From the coast head inland to the grand cath edral 
cities of Winchester and Salisbury, and on to England’s best-known ancient site, Stone-
henge, and nearby Avebury Stone Circle – bigger than Stonehenge and a more intimate 
experience. 

Onwards into deepest Wessex, via Thomas Hardy’s hometown, Dorchester, to reach the 
neat little city of Exeter and the wide and wild expanse of Dartmoor National Park. Then 
it’s time for yet another historic city, Wells, with its beautiful cathedral, en route to the 
Georgian masterpiece of Bath and the southwest’s big little city, Bristol. Next comes the 
classic English countryside of the Cotswolds, with a stop at delightful Stow-on-the-Wold, 
and maybe Broadway or Chipping Campden, before reaching Oxford, England’s original 
seat of learning. Not far away is Shakespeare Central at Stratford-upon-Avon – tie in your 
visit here with seeing a play by the Bard himself. Continue journeying north via the heather-
clad moors and tranquil limestone dales of the Peak District to reach England’s second 
city, Manchester, and neighbouring cultural crossroads Liverpool. 

Then it’s back to the wilds again with a short hop to the scenic wonders of the Lake 
District. From the sturdy border town of Carlisle, follow the ancient Roman landmark of 
Hadrian’s Wall all the way to re vitalised Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Then it’s into the home 
stretch, south via Durham and its world-class cathedral, and then York for its Viking 
remains and stunning Minster, to reach Cambridge, England’s other great university city. 
From here it’s a hop back to London, to use up the last few days of your grand tour tak-
ing in highlights such as Trafalgar Square, the National Gallery, Tate Modern and Tower of 
London, all polished off with a stroll across Westminster Bridge as Big Ben chimes the hour.
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National Park

Peak District
National Park

Lake District
National Park

Exmoor
National Park

Dartmoor
National Park
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Man NORTH SEA

ATLANTIC
OCEAN
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SEA
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FRANCE

ENGLAND

SCOTLAND

WALES

IRELAND

NORTHERN
IRELAND

#•
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#÷

#÷

#÷

#÷
#÷
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DORSET

CUMBRIA

The
Cotswolds

The

Pennines

Hadrian's
Wall

Stonehenge

Salisbury
Plain

Malvern
Hills

Land's End
CORNWALL

DEVON

#•Avebury

Two to three weeks 
The Wild Side

This is a tour through the best of England’s natural landscape, the inspiration for 
generations of poets, writers and composers. So put on your hiking boots, or have a 
camera at the ready, as we take a northeast–southwest meander through some of the 
country’s finest national parks and stretches of open countryside.

Start at the spectacular Roman remains of Hadrian’s Wall, one of England’s finest re-
minders of the classical era, where you can explore the ancient forts and stride beside the 
ramparts centurion-style. Then continue into Cumbria for the high peaks of the Lake 
District, once the spiritual home of Wordsworth and the Romantic poets, now a mecca for 
outdoor fans, with hikes and strolls for all abilities, beautiful vistas of lakes, plus cosy inns 
and traditional country hotels.

Travelling east from the Lakes carries you across the Pennines – the chain of hills known 
as the backbone of England – to reach the green hills and valleys of the Yorkshire Dales. 
Nearby are the moors around Haworth – inspiration for Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights. 

Travel south through the hills and dales of the Peak District, stopping off to explore the 
great estate around Chatsworth if time allows, then through central England (via Elgar’s 
beloved Malvern Hills) to reach the classic English countryside of the Cotswolds. Then 
continue southwards again to enjoy the epic emptiness of Salisbury Plain, home to Stone-
henge and other archaeological intrigues. Nearby is Avebury, England’s other great stone 
circle. A few miles more and you’re on Dorset’s spectacular fossil-ridden Jurassic Coast.

Then head into England’s toe, the Westcountry Peninsula, jutting deep into the Atlantic. 
Take in the lush farmland of Devon and the heathery hills and sandy coves of Exmoor, then 
it’s on to the eerie granite tors of Dartmoor, offering some of the country’s most bleakly 
beautiful views. Next stop: Cornwall, for pretty ports, gorse-clad cliffs and sparkling bays. 
Then finish this bucolic excursion at Land’s End, where the English mainland finally runs 
out of steam and plunges headlong into the restless ocean. 
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SCOTLAND

FRANCE

ENGLAND
IRELAND
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Man
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IRELAND
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NORTH SEA

Warwick

Stratford-upon-Avon

Windsor

Salisbury

Bath

Winchester

Birmingham

Bristol

Newcastle-upon-Tyne

Liverpool

Oxford

Canterbury

Leeds

LONDON

Leeds Castle

Angel of the North

National Coal
Mining Museum

É É
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É

É
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É
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É

#•
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IRISH
SEA
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#•
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#•
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Cirencester

The
Cotswolds

Manchester

#• #•#•

#•
#•

Heart of England
Urban Adventure

É

É

Two to three weeks 
Heart of England

This journey through England’s cen-
tral regions starts in London, with its 
biggest landmarks: Trafalgar Square, 
Westminster Abbey, the Tower of 

London, St Paul’s Cathedral and Bucking-
ham Palace. Out of the centre, the gorgeous 
gardens at Kew, Eton College and Windsor 
Castle are also must-see sights.

Beyond the capital is old England proper, 
especially around the market towns of Kent, 
where Canterbury Cathedral and Leeds 
Castle are top architectural spots.

Then loop through Sussex and into 
Hampshire, where Winchester, the ancient 
capital, boasts another fine cathedral. Jos-
tling for prominence is nearby Salisbury, 
with its famous cathedral spire dominating 
the landscape for miles around.

Out to the west, Bath is crammed with 
landmark English architecture, while the 
picture-perfect Cotswolds conceal a host 
of pretty towns and villages, such as North-
leach, Cirencester and Wantage, as well as 
the grand stately home of Blenheim Palace. 
On to Oxford, one of the country’s great 
centres of learning, and Stratford-upon-
Avon, home of Shakespeare. There’s just 
time to top up on English history at stun-
ning Warwick Castle.

Eight to 10 days
Urban Adventure

Beyond London, England’s cities are 
a vibrant counterpoint to the tran-
quil coast and countryside. Start in 
Bristol, a thriving regional capital 

famed for its engineering heritage and lively 
cultural scene. Then to Birmingham, in the 
heart of the Midlands, once forlorn and now 
a byword for successful urban renewal.

Continue north to reach Manchester, fa-
mous for its music and football team, where 
architectural highlights include the stun-
ning Imperial War Museum North. Nearby 
Liverpool is reinventing itself as a cultural 
capital, with the redevelopment most appar-
ent at the historic waterfront, Albert Dock.

Cross the Pennines to reach Leeds, the 
‘Knightsbridge of the North’ where run-
down factories and abandoned warehouses 
are now loft apartments and ritzy boutiques. 
But don’t forget the past: go underground at 
the National Coal Mining Museum.

Further north is Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
and neighbouring Gateshead, former kings 
of coal, ships and steel, where heavy industry 
has given way to art and archi tecture, most 
notably the BALTIC contemporary gallery, 
and the Sage concert hall. Conclude your ur-
ban tour with a visit to England’s best-known 
public art, the iconic Angel of the North.
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the-Sea
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Edge of England
Western WanderÉ

É

Two weeks 
Edge of England

If you like to travel off the main 
routes, and enjoy less-than-hectic 
landscapes, try this route.

Start in Ipswich, then visit sleepy 
Suffolk county, where quaint villages and 
market towns like Sudbury and Lavenham 
dot the landscape, while along the coast are 
wildlife reserves, shingle beaches, fishing 
ports such as Aldeburgh, and the delight-
fully retro seaside resort of Southwold.

Things get even quieter in Norfolk, espe-
cially around the misty lakes and windmill-
lined rivers of the Broads. For beach strolls 
or historic country pubs head for the coastal 
villages near Wells-next-the-Sea.

North of Norfolk lies the eerie, pan-flat 
landscape of the Fens, now a haven for ot-
ters and birdlife. Then it’s north again into 
Yorkshire to one of England’s finest wildlife 
spectacles: the massive breeding seabird 
colonies at Bempton Cliffs.

Continue into the heather-clad North 
York Moors where humpbacked hills roll 
all the way to the coast to drop dramatically 
into the choppy waters of the North Sea.

Round things off with a stroll between the 
castles of Bamburgh and Dunstanburgh on 
the wild Northumberland Coast, finishing 
your tour at the holy island of Lindisfarne.

Two weeks 
Western Wander

The southwest of England is charac-
terised by a rich, green landscape sur-
rounded by glistening seas.

Start in Bristol, the capital of the 
Westcountry, then saunter down to Glas-
tonbury – famous for its summer music 
festival and the best place to stock up on 
candles or crystals at any time of year. South 
leads into Dorset, where highlights include 
picturesque Shaftesbury. West leads to 
heathery Exmoor National Park.

Onwards into Devon, where there’s 
a choice of coasts, as well as Dartmoor, 
the highest and wildest hills in southern 
England.

Cross into Cornwall to browse the gal-
leries at St Ives, explore Tintagel Castle, 
the legendary birthplace of King Arthur, 
or wax your board in Newquay, epicen-
tre of England’s surf scene. Just inland is 
the Eden Project, where giant space-age 
domes contain habitats from jungle to 
desert.

Land’s End is the natural finish to this 
wild west meander where the English main-
land comes to a final full stop. Sink a drink 
in the First & Last pub, and promise yourself 
a return trip some day…
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