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Why Go?

Few other places in the country come so close to the dream
of England. If you are searching for chocolate-box villages
of wonky timbered houses and ancient stone churches, or
stately homes that look like the last lord of the manor just
clip-clopped out of the stables, or the chance to walk in the
footsteps of William Shakespeare, you'll find it here.

You'll also find the dust and grime of centuries of in-
dustrial history - exemplified by the World Heritage-listed
mills of Ironbridge - and tumbling hills where the air is
so clean you can taste it. Walkers and cyclists flock to the
Marches, the long line of hills that marks out the border be-
tween England and Wales, only to vanish into the vastness
of the landscape. Then there’s the city of Birmingham, an
industrial crucible reinvented as cultural melting pot, with
the best food and nightlife in the Midlands.

‘When to Go

Literary buffs take note: Shakespeare takes a back seat to
contemporary wordsmiths at Stratford’s Literary Festival
in April/May, and in May/June bookworms descend on
Hay-on-Wye for the annual book festival. If youre up for a
belt-loosening, belly-stretching good time, head to Ludlow’s
famous food and drink festival in September.

On weekends from April to September, shuttle buses pro-
vide access to wonderful walking trails on the Long Mynd
and the Shropshire Hills.
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