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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

OUR WRITERS

Karla Zimmerman

Coordinating Author, Great Lakes Karla has always lived east of the Mississippi
River, where the ballparks, breweries and pie shops reign supreme. When she's
not home in Chicago watching the Cubs - er, writing for magazines, books and
websites — she’s out exploring. For this gig, she curled in Minnesota, caught a
wave in Michigan, heard the curds squeak in Wisconsin and drank an embarrass-
ing number of milkshakes in Ohio. Karla has written for several Lonely Planet
guidebooks covering the USA, Canada, Caribbean and Europe. She blogs about her travels at
www.mykindoftownandaround.blogspot.com.

Jeff Campbell

Florida Jeff Campbell is the great-grandson of Florida pioneers who cleared the
pines, mined the phosphate and paved the roads in central Florida. As a child, he
remembers searching for alligators in the local lake, and riding Space Mountain
the year it opened. As an adult, he's been a travel writer for Lonely Planet since
2000. He was the coordinating author of Florida, as well as three editions of
USA, among other US titles.

Ned Friary & Glenda Bendure

New England Ned and Glenda hail from Cape Cod, their home since the
1980s. Ocean swims, long bike rides and road trips around New England are
favorite pastimes. The highlight of their latest trip was a climb to the summit
of Acadia Mountain in Acadia National Park, where the jaw-dropping views
reminded them just how wildly diverse New England is. They've written exten-
sively on the region and are co-authors of Lonely Planet's New England and
Discover USA’s Best National Parks guides.
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Michael Grosberg
New York, New Jersey & Pennsylvania Growing up Michael spent family holidays
crisscrossing New York, New Jersey & Pennsylvania, and with his large New York
City family he grew to know their neighborhoods as if they were his own. After
several long overseas trips and many careers, some abroad, Michael returned
to New York City for graduate school and then taught literature in NYC colleges.
He's lived in three of the five boroughs and takes every opportunity to hit the
road and explore these diverse states.

Emily Matchar

The South A native Tarheel, Emily lives and works in Chapel Hill, North Carolina
(when she's not bopping around the globe, that is). Though she doesn’t have a
Southern accent, she does know how to smoke a hog, hotwire a pickup truck and
bake a mean coconut cake. She writes about culture, food and travel for a variety
of national magazines and newspapers, and has contributed to a dozen Lonely
Planet guides.

Kevin Raub

The South Though Indiana born, Kevin Raub grew up in Atlanta and started his
career as a music journalist in New York, working for Men's Journal and Rolling
Stone magazines. The rock 'n’ roll lifestyle took its toll, so he needed an extend-
ed vacation and took up travel writing while ditching the States for Brazil. This
homecoming, covering Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Louisiana,
only reaffirmed a bumper sticker he has contemplated for years: ‘Hoosier by
Birth, Southern by the Grace of God'! You can find Kevin at www.kevinraub.net.

Regis St Louis

Washington, DC & the Capital Region A Hoosier by birth, Regis grew up ina
sleepy riverside town where he dreamed of big-city intrigue. In 2001 he settled
in New York, which had all that and more. He has also lived in San Francisco and
Los Angeles and has crossed the country by train, bus and car while visiting
remote corners of America. Favorite memories from his most recent trip include
chasing the bluegrass scene across southern Virginia, chanting with Krishna

devotees in West Virginia and crab feasting all over Maryland. Regis has contributed to more than
30 Lonely Planet titles, including Washington, DC and New York City.
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