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festivals in eastern europe

The Tirana International Film Festival in December is the first and only short film festival 
in Albania. Gjirokastra is the home of the Albanian Folklore Festival, usually held in 
September every four years to celebrate the national traditions, folk music and dance.

The renowned Varna Summer International Festival in Bulgaria features all sorts of 
music between May and October. Locals in full costume prepare for weeks to bring 
history to life in the Re-enactment of the 1876 April Uprising in Koprivshtitsa.

In July and August, a programme of theatre, concerts and dance is presented on open-
air stages at the prestigious Dubrovnik Summer Festival in Croatia. The Rijeka Carnival 
in February is a week of partying with plenty of parades and street dances.

The Prague Spring in May, one of Europe’s biggest festivals of classical music, kicks off 
the summer in the Czech Republic. Prachatice goes fairly wild during the mid-June 
Gold Trail Festival with medieval costumes, fencing tournaments and fireworks.

People from all over Europe camp and party at the Sziget Festival in Hungary, a week-
long world music bash in early August on Budapest’s Óbuda Island. The Gyula Theatre 
Festival has spectacular performances in the castle courtyard during July and August.

In July, a village in Macedonia hosts very popular and wildly romantic traditional wed-
dings during the Galichnik Wedding Festival. Poets from around 50 countries take part 
at the Struga Poetry Evenings in August, complete with food and drink in the streets.

The Dominican Fair in Gdansk is the oldest shopping fair in Poland, held in August 
and accompanied by street theatre, concerts, parades and races. The May Juvenalia in 
Kraków is a student carnival with fancy dress, masquerades and dancing in the street.

The Medieval Festival of the Arts in late July brings music, arts, crafts, and colourful 
costumes to the streets of Sighişoara, Romania. The Juni Pageant in Braşov (in May) is 
a centuries-old tradition with a riding parade, elaborate costumes and folk dancing.

In late June, the hedonistic crowds celebrate the longest days of the year during the 
White Nights in St Petersburg. The Golden Mask Festival, featuring Russia’s premier 
drama, opera, dance and musical performers, brightens up March and April in Moscow.

In July, artists from all over Europe come to Kežmarok for the biggest Craft Fair in 
Slovakia, with food, drinks and live music. Rumours that the Bojnice Castle is haunted 
are kept alive by the International Festival of Spirits and Ghosts, held in early May. 

Kurentovanje, a rite of spring celebrated in February, is the most extravagant folklore 
event in Slovenia, held in Ptuj. Maribor hosts both the International Puppet Festival in 
July and August and a renowned theatre festival in the second half of October.
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