
Best Places to 
Eat

¨¨ Špajza (p400) 

¨¨ Casa Nostromo (p408) 

¨¨ Ostarija Peglez’n (p403) 

¨¨ Skuhna (p400) 

Best Places to 
Stay

¨¨ Antiq Palace Hotel & Spa 
(p400) 

¨¨ Penzion Mayer (p403) 

¨¨ Dobra Vila (p405) 

¨¨ Max Piran (p407) 

¨¨ Hostel Tresor (p399) 

When to Go

Apr–Jun Spring 
is a great time to 
be in the lowlands 
and the flower-car-
peted valleys of 
the Julian Alps.

Sep This is 
the month for 
everything – still 
warm enough to 
swim and made for 
hiking.

Dec–Mar Every-
one (and their 
grandma) dons 
their skis in this 
winter-sport-mad 
country.
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Slovenia
Why Go?
It’s a pint-sized place, with a surface area of just over 20,000 
sq km, and two million people. But ‘good things come in 
small packages’, and never was that old chestnut more 
appropriate than in describing Slovenia. The country has 
everything – from beaches, snowcapped mountains, hills 
awash in grape vines and wide plains blanketed in sunflow-
ers to Gothic churches, baroque palaces and art nouveau 
buildings. Its incredible mixture of climates brings warm 
Mediterranean breezes up to the foothills of the Alps, where 
it can snow in summer.

The capital, Ljubljana, is a culturally rich city that values 
liveability and sustainability over unfettered growth. This 
sensitivity toward the environment also extends to rural and 
lesser-developed parts of the country. With more than half 
of its total area covered in forest, Slovenia really is one of the 
‘greenest’ countries in the world.
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Ljubljana
%01  /  Pop 283,000

Slovenia’s capital and largest city also hap-
pens to be one of Europe’s greenest and most 
liveable capitals. Car traffic is restricted in the 
centre, leaving the leafy banks of the emerald- 
green Ljubljanica River, flowing through 
the city’s heart, free for pedestrians and cy-
clists. In summer, cafes set up terrace seating 
along the river, lending the feel of a perpet-
ual street party. Slovenia’s master of early- 
modern, minimalist design, Jože Plečnik, 

graced Ljubljana with beautiful bridges and 
buildings. The museums, hotels and restau-
rants are among the best in the country.

1	Sights
The easiest way to see Ljubljana is on foot. 
The oldest part of town, with the most impor-
tant historical buildings and sights (including 
Ljubljana Castle), lies on the right (east) bank 
of the Ljubljanica River. Center, which has 
the lion’s share of the city’s museums and 
galleries, is on the left (west) side of the river.

396

6

6

66
66

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

# \

\

\

\

]

\\

\

\

\ ]

\

]

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

]

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

]

\

\

\

^

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

_
\

\

^

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

w

w

w

w
ww

ITALY

CROATIA

AUSTRIA
HUNGARY

BOSNIA &
HERCEGOVINA

CROATIA
Adriatic

Sea

Lake
Bohinj

So
ča Sava

Rogaška
Slatina

Hodoš

Logatec

Kobarid

Ivančna
Gorica

Dravograd

Beltinci

Trebnje

Metlika

Ukanc

Krajnska
Gora

Lendava

Divača

Zidani Most

Ormož

Most
na Soči

Ajdovščina

Domžale

Žalec

Cerknica
Ribnica

PivkaLipica

Rogatec

Breg

Cerkno

Lokev

Podčetrtek

KrškoGrosupljeIdrija

Ilirska
Bistrica

Murska
Sobota

Slovenska
Bistrica

Črnomelj

Slovenj
Gradec

Zagorje
ob Savi

Postojna

Koper

Jesenice
Velenje

Novo
Mesto

Hrastnik

Kamnik

Sevnica

Izola

Vrhnika

Kranj

Ptuj

Litija

Škofja
Loka

Ravne na
Koroškem

Trbovlje

Nova
Gorica

Celje

Kočevje

Brežice

Maribor

Trieste

Rijeka

Klagenfurt

Bovec

ZAGREB

#1Ljubljana

#3 Bled

#4
Škocjan Caves

Piran
#6

/·E61

/·E652/·E61

/·E59

/·E70

/·A4

/·E65

/·E65

/·E61

/·E55

/·E59

/·E70

/·E57

#2

#̂

#5
Mt Triglav

Drava

Mura

0 50 km
0 25 miles#e

1 Enjoy a ʻflight’ on the 
funicular up to Ljubljana 
Castle.

2 Consider the genius 
of architect Jože Plečnik 
at Ljubljana’s National & 
University Library (p397).

3  Gaze on the natural 
perfection that is Lake Bled 
(p403).

4  Gawk in awe at the 
100m-high walls of the 
incredible Škocjan Caves 
(p406).

5  Climb to the top of the 
country’s tallest mountain, 
Mt Triglav (p402).

6  Get lost wandering 
the narrow Venetian-style 
alleyways of Piran (p407).
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