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Best Places  
to Eat

 ¨Quay (p85)

 ¨ Sepia (p87)

 ¨ Subo (p130)

 ¨Mr Wong (p86)

 ¨Muse Restaurant (p124)

 ¨Bourke Street Bakery (p91)

Best Places  
to Sleep

 ¨ ADGE Boutique Apartment 
Hotel (p83)

 ¨ Sydney Harbour YHA (p79)

 ¨Ovolo 1888 (p81)

 ¨ Tonic (p124)

 ¨Greens of Leura (p117)

When to Go

Jan The year kicks 
off with a spec-
tacular fireworks 
display over 
Sydney Harbour.

Mar Sydney’s 
summer party 
season culminates 
with the Gay & 
Lesbian Mardi 
Gras.

Jul Enjoy wood 
fires, wine and 
winter menus in 
the Blue Moun-
tains and Hunter 
Valley.
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Sydney & 
the Central Coast

Why Go?
Chances are Sydney will be your introduction to Australia’s 
east coast and there simply isn’t a better one. The city’s spec-
tacular harbour setting, sun-kissed beaches and sophisticated 
sheen make it unique in Australia, and its outdoorsy popula-
tion endows it with a confident charm that every city yearns 
for but few achieve.

It would be reasonable to assume that the areas surround-
ing Sydney would be content to bask in the reflected and 
undeniably golden glow of the metropolis, but that’s not the 
case. Each has its own delights. The Blue Mountains offer 
magnificent bush-clad vistas and opportunities to snuggle in 
front of log fires; Newcastle has surf beaches in profusion; 
and the Hunter Valley has leafy country roads scattered with 
producers of fine wine, chocolate and cheese. All three are 
home to world-class restaurants that rival even those in the 
big smoke.
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