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FIONN DAVENPORT
Half Italian and a lifelong supporter of Liverpool 
Football Club, Fionn is the perfect Dubliner, in 
love with the city of his birth but one eye forever 
on somewhere else. He’s left his city many times – 
for years at a stretch – but always he returns, 
because it’s the only place on earth that treats 
gallows humour as high art; why look for a 
straight answer when a funny one is far more 
satisfying?

FIONN THANKS
My thanks to Saralinda Turner and Clifton Wilkinson for understanding 
the concept of elastic time; and to Caroline Clarke for everything else. 

THE AUTHOR

DUBLIN >3 

Our readers Many thanks to the travellers who wrote to us with helpful hints, useful advice and interesting anecdotes.
Katie Bale, Jose Kawas, Keith Kenney, Johanna King, Marieke Koets, Outi Kyyts, Ruth McDermott, James Moran, Sven 
Naumann, Chris Nivard, Kate O’Reilly, Sally St Clair, Harvey and Valerie Turer. 

Cover photograph Strolling across the Liffey, Dublin, NUTAN/APHO. Internal photographs p76, p89, p101 by Fionn 
Davenport; p19 B O’Kane/Alamy. All other photographs by Lonely Planet Images, and by Doug McKinlay except p24 Conor 
Caffrey; p123 Sean Caffrey; p6 (left and right), p30 (bottom), p42, p45, p55, p61, p125, p141 Olivier Cirendini; p23 Ian Con-
nellan; p28, p32, p34, p77, p106, p112 Richard Cummins; p21 Wade Eakle; p29, p30 (left) John Elk III; p128 Rick Gerharter; 
p6 (bottom) Corinne Humphrey; p74 Holger Leue; p12, p20, p41, p132 Hannah Levy; p146 Gareth McCormack; p72, p129 
Martin Moos; p48, p59 Stephen Saks; p14, p16, p17, p46, p70, p79, p85, p99, p113, p124, p138, p145, p151 Jonathan 
Smith; p8 John Sones; p10, p111, p143 Oliver Strewe; p4, p25 Wayne Walton; p102 Corey Wise.

All images are copyright of the photographers unless otherwise indicated. Many of the images in this guide are available for 
licensing from Lonely Planet Images: lonelyplanetimages.com
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Bringing portraiture to the masses in Grafton St (p38)
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Why is our travel information the best in the 
world? It’s simple: our authors are passionate, 
dedicated travellers. They don’t take freebies in 
exchange for positive coverage so you can be sure 
the advice you’re given is impartial. They travel 
widely to all the popular spots, and off  the beaten 
track. They don’t research using just the internet 
or phone. They discover new places not included 
in any other guidebook. They personally visit 
thousands of hotels, restaurants, palaces, trails, 
galleries, temples and more. They speak with 
dozens of locals every day to make sure you get the 
kind of insider knowledge only a local could tell 
you. They take pride in getting all the details right, 
and in telling it how it is. Think you can do it? Find 
out how at lonelyplanet.com.
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>

THIS IS DUBLIN  
Defi nition of a top class city: a place that makes 
virtue out of vice, knows exactly where to fi nd 
fun, and doesn’t worry about getting any sleep. 
Welcome to Dublin, contender for greatest 
European city.
Dubs can be brutally unsentimental about their city, which mightn’t 
come across as quite so sexy or sultry as other European capitals, but 
Dublin, they’ll tell you, has personality, which is way more important than 
good looks and will last far longer. 

So, what is it that makes Dublin so special?
One, it’s small. The city centre is bordered by two canals, north and 

south, and you can get anywhere on foot (or, as Dubliners might say, 
at least anywhere that’s worth going). Two, it’s lively. With one of the 
youngest populations of any city in Europe, Dublin is alive with bars, 
restaurants and nightlife and full of people who know how to live it large. 
Three, it’s friendly. Lift a map to waist-level and you’ll attract a host of 
locals who’ll show you where to go and will probably walk part of the 
way with you. Four, it’s cosmopolitan. Gone are the days when avocados 
were considered exotic and olive oil was only available from chemists. 
With a healthy and sizeable infl ux of foreign nationals over the last 
decade, Dublin has become a proper multicultural hub, something that 
has given the city’s arts and culinary scene a good kick in the pants.

Oh yes, and there’s the sights – although you’ll be having such a good 
time you might not get to experience the wonders of the city’s many 
museums and galleries, or take in the diverse architecture of its elegant 
Georgian squares and modernist docklands.

Dublin oozes character: it is a city whose sociability and soul will stay 
with you long after you travel home, and will guarantee that you’ll soon 
be booking tickets for your return.

Top left Just me and my guitar – street musician in Temple Bar Top right Peacock fanlights, elegant columns and coloured 
doors epitomise Georgian Dublin Bottom Ornate iconography in the Book of Kells housed at Trinity College (p40)
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