
1 Exploring Merrion 
Square (p83), an oasis 
of calm steeped in Irish 
history.
2 Perusing the collection 
at the National Gallery 
(p82).

3 Visiting the antiquated 
National Museum of 
Ireland – Natural History 
(p86), which will captivate 
young and old.
4 Uncovering the fas-
cinating treasures at the 
National Museum of 
Ireland – Archaeology 
(p80).

5 A night of music and 
beer in O’Donoghue’s (p91) 
pub

Neighbourhood Top Five

For more detail of this area see Map p244  A

Merrion Square 
& Around
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Lonely Planet’s 
Top Tip
The Vaughan Collection 
of watercolours by JMW 
Turner at the National 
Gallery (p82) is only dis-
played during the month 
of January, when the light 
is just right to appreciate 
the delicacy and beauty of 
these masterpieces. 

5 Best Places 
to Eat

¨¨ Restaurant Patrick  
Guilbaud (p88) 

¨¨ L’Ecrivain (p90) 

¨¨ Unicorn (p90) 

¨¨ Dax (p90) 

For reviews, see p88A

6 Best Places 
to Drink

¨¨ O’Donoghue’s (p91) 

¨¨ James Toner’s (p91) 

¨¨ Doheny & Nesbitt’s (p91) 

¨¨ Hartigan’s (p91) 

For reviews, see p90A

1 Best Examples 
of Irish Art

¨¨ Yeats Room (p82) 

¨¨ Treasury (p80) 

¨¨ Royal Hibernian Acad-
emy (RHA) Gallagher Gal-
lery (p87) 

For reviews, see p80A

Explore Merrion Square & Around
Ireland’s national collections of art, history and natu-
ral history are to be found in the imposing neoclassical 
buildings that line the elegant Georgian streets and 
parks of the city’s best-maintained 18th-century neigh-
bourhood. Depending on your level of interest you’ll need 
to devote as much as half a day to each, or just an hour 
or two if you’re only interested in an overview. You’ll also 
want to spend some time looking at the private residen
ces that line Merrion and Fitzwilliam Squares – the 
many plaques on these Georgian buildings remind us 
that it was behind these brightly coloured doors that the 
likes of Oscar Wilde and William Butler Yeats hung their 
hats. These streets also house the offices of some of the 
country’s most important businesses, so when there’s 
even a hint of sunshine, workers pour out into the vari-
ous parks, or follow the lead of poet Patrick Kavanagh 
and lounge along the banks of the Grand Canal. When 
they clock off, these same workers head to the wonder-
fully atmospheric and historical pubs of Baggot St and 
Merrion Row for a couple of scoops of chips and some 
unwinding banter. There are also some smart restau-
rants, including several of Dublin’s best.

Local Life
¨¨ High Art The Jack B Yeats collection in the National 

Gallery (p82) soothes a Dubliner’s troubled soul, while 
the Royal Hibernian Academy (p87) is an excellent 
showcase of contemporary art. For something a little 
more affordable, the weekend art market (p83) along 
the railings of Merrion Square displays surprisingly 
good-quality work. 

¨¨ Beer Power Follow the power brokers, politicians 
and business crowd as they unwind in some of the 
city’s best traditional boozers: Toner’s (p91) and 
Doheny & Nesbitt’s (p91) are established favourites, but 
O’Donoghue’s (p91) of Merrion Row is in a league of its 
own.

¨¨ Fine Dining The critics regularly praise Restaurant 
Patrick Guilbaud (p88) as the best in the country; 
whatever debate there is exists as a result of restaurants 
such as L’Ecrivain (p90). Either way, Messrs Michelin 
love them both.

Getting There & Away
¨¨ Bus Most cross-city buses will get you here (or near 

enough).
¨¨ Train The most convenient DART stop is Pearse St, 

with the station entrance on Westland Row.
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