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Best Places to Eat

» Casa Bonita (p204)

» Hotel Casablanca -
Campo Suizo (p204)

» Rincén Mexicano (pl198)
» Rancho Tipico (p208)

Best Places to
Stay

» Casa Bonita (p204)
» Cachoéte (p205)

» Hotel Casablanca —
Campo Suizo (p204)

» Rancho Platén (p205)

Why Go?

Talk about criminally undervisited. Few travelers make it
to the southwest: it’s remote, its treasures yield themselves
only to those who apply the effort and its highlights don’t
exactly roll off the traveler tongue - and that’s exactly the
reason to turn right out of Santo Domingo instead of left.
The stunning coastline of the Peninsula de Pedernales offers
miles of pristine, empty beaches and otherworldly swirls of
turquoise sea; there’s a soundtrack set to twittering bird-
song in the cloud forests of the mountains, and the striking
dry desert landscape of cactus stretching all the way to the
Haitian border will jar your preconceived Caribbean percep-
tions to the point of disbelief. Like the astounding Bahia
de Las Aguilas, a 10km deserted stretch of postcard-perfect
beach in the far-flung corner of the southwest, you can have
this region all to yourself - a notion long-harnessed but
long-forgotten in most other parts of the world.

‘When to Go

Laguna Oviedo’s biodiversity is in full swing in March and
April, the best time for nature lovers and ecotourists to wit-
ness the area’s impressive migratory feast. December to
February offers up sunny skies and seemingly endless fiestas
on every corner, the busiest time for the DR as a whole, with
North American and European holidays in overdrive. But
caffeine fiends will want to hold off until June: the first week
sees the Polo Organic Coffee Festival percolating inland -
yes, the coffee is that good.



1

)

O El Pino

- ®
/o |~ @Mancion SANTIAGO M%CA
\s Loma de @‘6 ®
Ve Cabrera-” Santiago o SALCEDO
£ Rodriguez < o o
Restaur}glon o Santiago
", %\} Presa de Ba,
HAITI N 10 y de Tavera @LA VEGA
} 3= Vague
= ' e ?Rin o
g con
o j‘ A Jarabacoa @
Thomassique/. o [ APico La Rucilla
Presa de \'® 3045m
Ay COMENDADOR  §;p0010 = . Q . ( ; )
{34 #_DEL REY Yegua o Parque Nacional BONAO @\0
e @2 (ELIAS PINA) 2 José del
A ® Las Matas — Carmen Ramirez \
Péligre (R Ode Farfan = La Vega Presa QSL
\ Var; ®@ = SANJUAN DE Alto Piedra ©
¢ dey ® < LA MAGUANA Yuna Blanca
/ Elias San an 7, Sabana Ménsefior
Centre I-Pifa Juan Batey i Alta Presa de Nouel
r/ Cardon @ o Losséla{):c’fs feaua Peravia
J.Emng:'\ . Sierry o Hato Viejo »
wmatre La Descubierta Ne}’é Hato Nuevo © Azua =\ San José
Malpasse/  Parque Nacional |os /., ¢ Bahoruco S S0 de Ocoa
Mal Paso Isla’Cabritos. ®Rjos Jaragua | ‘3 Sabana |, )
S0) g oCalven Quita Yegua AZUA <1
- Lo NEYBA C°”"Z‘”‘?\ ¢ . ®
El 'LTn\én o St ago o Cruce
3 Cabritos— Enrigunillo Vicente . del Quince as .
" Duverge@. g El Abanico Noble'® R Sierrg do Q Charce}s (z) Jgreravia
Ouest ElNasanjo 0 Mena Martin Gy, db’lbh{tl
oPuerto Escondido Liguna <, e Ocoa
Sud- ESt Independenma del Rincdfi Bahia Bahia de ®
¥ Parque Nacional 0G5/ \deNeyba las Calderas BANI
ezlenmle 6‘116816rra de Bahoruco -Cabral X
(3) ©BARAHONA Las Salinas°
Banano
Banane @2 Hoyo'de .6) OlaCueva _PuntaPrieta
Pelempito O Larimar 7
i 0 Las Mercedes "G Polo @ Mine & Bahoruco
se-a-Fitres Cachéte © La Ciénaga
PEDERNALES Barahona P (el
Bahia Honda Los Patos
Cabo Roi Pedernales
abo Rojo Manel OEnriquillo
Ba_hia_de o Parque o G;?aue ©Juancho
Las Aguilas Nacionalo iedo_ O Peninsula )
Cabo Falso Jaragua YV'¢90g/$¥ de Pedernales CARIBBEAN SEA
: Laguna o Ensenada
Owedo del Refugio
(;
Isla ke ——
&= 0 30k
Beata /9 Cabo Beata ® 0 e 20 miles
6,;(
Isla Alto Velo

The Southwest & Peninsula de Pedernales Highlights

@ Taking the spectacular

boat ride to Bahia de Las
Aguilas (p208), the most
remote and beautiful beach in
the country

© Spotting flamingos and
turtles on a boat tour to super-
salty Laguna Oviedo (p207)
(3] Leaving the stereotypical
Caribbean behind in the

coolness and tranquility of
the cloud forest at the remote
cabins of Cachéte (p205)

@ Spotting cactus flowers,
butterflies and beefy iguanas
on Isla Cabritos (p210), the
lowest point in the Caribbean
© Killing a day cooling off in
the idyllic freshwater pool at
Los Patos (p204) near Paraiso

© Renting some wheels and

riding one of the most beautiful

unheard-of coastal drives in

the Americas along the eastern
shoreline of the Peninsula de
Pedernales (p200)

@ Becoming a miner for a
day and sourcing your own
semiprecious stone at the
Larimar Mine (p206), the only
one of its kind in the world



