
Bonaire currently boasts over 355 spe-
cies of fish as counted by experts and 
novices via REEF survey. It has healthy 
corals, clear water and plenty of dive 
sites. It is blessed as a diving destina-
tion and it wants to stay that way. Thus, 
it has established the entire marine eco-
system as a preserve and park. The nice 
thing about Bonaire, and somewhat un-
usual, is that virtually the whole popula-
tion of 12,000 people has bought into 
the reef conservation philosophy that 
has been part of the island verve for a 
few decades now.

Can you say ‘dive Nazi’? That’s what 
many visitors may think when first con-
fronted by all of the marine park rules 
and regulations. And Bonaire residents 
don’t care. If you come here with a non-
chalant attitude about the reefs and 
their inhabitants, they would rather you 
take your money, dive gear and attitude 
elsewhere. This somewhat militant but 
refreshing attitude of ‘fish first’ sets the 
island apart from just about every other 
dive destination in the world.

Bonaire established the first national 
park in the Caribbean in 1969 and the 
first marine park 10 years later. Now, 
Bonaire Marine Park is the island body 
charged with governing the use of the 
waters surrounding Bonaire in order to 
protect its marine life. The Marine Park 
extends from the high water mark to 
the 200ft (60m) depth contour, encom-
passing the entire coast of Bonaire and 
Klein Bonaire – an area of about 2700 
hectares, including coral reef, seagrass, 
and mangroves.

Bonaire Marine Park is a model of its 
kind in the Caribbean (and the world 
for that matter), protecting the marine 
environment in its care while maximiz-
ing safe levels of use for recreation and 
commerce. It maintains more than 100 
public moorings, conducts extensive 
scientific research, provides informa-

tion to users and monitors human and 
natural impacts.

Recognized worldwide as an exem-
plary marine park, it has eliminated 
destructive fishing practices and dis-
charge of polluted ballast water. It has 
also banned spearfishing, collecting of 
corals, shells, and other marine life, and 
use of anchors.

Every diver and snorkeler must first 
go through an orientation covering 
the park’s rules. These are conducted 
by dive masters at the dive shops be-
fore a newly arrived diver is allowed to 
start diving. Divers are also asked to do 
a shore checkout dive to get weight 
right so improper buoyancy doesn’t 
cause a diver to crash into the reef on 
boat dives. 

Admission fees are the sole depend-
able income of the park. Whether you 
are a diver, snorkeler, fisherman, yachts-
man or windsurfer, if you use the water, 
you must purchase an admission tag. 
Tags are available at dive shops, wind-
surf centers and the Marine Park head-
quarters at Barcadera. Cost is $10 for 
snorkelers and $25 for divers. The tags 
are good for a full year so divers going 
to Bonaire twice in a year don’t have to 
pay again unless they want to.

Diving in Bonaire

Iguanas are ubiquitous on the island
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A diver descends to see a large elephant ear sponge



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




