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This is Switzerland

No one has a hard time conjuring images of Switzerland:
Alps, chocolate, cows with bells, cable cars, mountain
meadow hikes, tidy old villages, yodelling, lake steamers,
cheese (lots of tasty cheese!) and much more. And the
reality lives up to the iconography. This orderly nation —
where a train is officially late if it's three minutes off — is
a splendid place to explore winter or summer, whether
you're cliché-hunting or ready for a surprising adventure.

What giddy romance Zermatt, St Mor-

itz and other legendary names evoke.
From the intoxicating chink of Verbier glitterati hobnobbing
over champagne in ice-carved flutes to the reassuring bell
jangle of cows coming home in Kandersteg, Switzerland is
a harmonious tableau of beautiful images. This small, land-
locked country is so darn easy to step into and experience.

Switzerland begs outdoor escapades
with its larger-than-life canvas of hal-

lucinatory landscapes. skiing and snowboard-
ing in the winter wonderlands of Graubtinden, Bernese
Oberland and Central Switzerland are obvious choices. Or
you can hop an engineering marvel of a train and travel to
the crevassed ice on Jungfraujoch (3454m), at what seems
like the top of the world. But there is also plenty to do when
pastures are green. Hiking and biking trails abound in both
glacier-encrusted mountain areas and lower down along
lost valleys, mythical lakeshores and pea-green vines.

The perfect antidote to this rich Alpine

land is a surprise set of cities. There's the
capital Bern, with its Old Town and world-class modern
art; Germanic Basel and its bold architecture; shopping-
chic Geneva astraddle Europe’s largest lake; and ubercool
Zurich with its rooftop bars and atypical Swiss street grit.

Smaller but equally beguiling are Lu-

cerne, St Gallen, Chur and Lausanne.
Here medieval wooden structures complement ancient
stones, and old towns beg exploration. You may be
charmed by a castle or simply a scrumptious slice of cake.
Either way, Switzerland never fails to reward.

The fairytale Chateau de Chillon (p87) on Lake Geneva
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