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 This Is New Zealand This Is New Zealand

 Sublime 
forests, 

mountains, 
lakes, 

beaches 
and fiords 

await 

 New Zealand is a ludicrously photogenic place. Across the 
country, gorgeous vistas and lush panoramas open up like 
scenes from a wilderness documentary. Drag your eyes 
away from the view and you’ll discover rich Maori culture, 
fabulous museums, a hyperactive sports scene (bungy 
jumping, skiing, skydiving, white-water rafting…) and the 
nation’s overriding passion for rugby.

 To fuel your adventures, stop by a 
local organic farmers market and 
stock up on goodies. You’ll also find Maori faves 
such as paua (abalone) and kina (sea urchin) on many 
restaurant menus. Thirsty? NZ sauvignon blanc has been 
collecting trophies for decades, the craft-beer scene is 
booming and coffee culture is firmly entrenched.

 After you’re fed and watered, it’s time 
to head outside. Sublime forests, mountains, 
lakes, beaches and fiords await – an accessible, remark-
able web of wilderness that has made NZ one of the best 
hiking (locals call it ‘tramping’) destinations on earth. 
Spending a few dreamy hours wandering through the 
wilds will cure what ails you.

 Rugby fans will know all about NZ’s 
deified national team, the All Blacks. 
World Cup winners in 2011 and favourites to go back-to-
back in 2015, the ‘ABs’ would never have become world-
beaters without their awesome Maori players. But rugby is 
just one example of how Maori culture impresses itself on 
contemporary Kiwi life. Across NZ you can join in a hangi 
(Maori feast), visit a marae (meeting house) or catch a 
cultural performance, usually involving a blood-curdling 
haka (war dance).

 Also for your consideration is the fact 
that NZ is a remarkably easy place 
to visit. On-the-road frustrations are rare: buses 
and trains are punctual, roads are in good nick, ATMs 
proliferate and pickpockets are practically nonexistent. 
This decent nation is a place where you can relax and 
enjoy (rather than endure) your holiday.

Skiing at Treble Cone (p 281 ), near Wanaka
KIERAN SCOTT/GETTY IMAGES ©
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A
Abel Tasman National Park 20, 

192, 219-23, 220
accommodation 49, 358, see 

also individual locations
activities 42-5, 351-6, see also 

individual activities
air travel 367-8
Akaroa 27, 228, 245, 248
albatrosses 209, 303
Alexandra 305-7
animals 116, 194, 221, 250, 

314, see also individual 
animals, wildlife parks & 
reserves, zoos

Aoraki/Mt Cook 31, 228
Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park 

254-7, 256-7
aquariums

Eco World Aquarium 198
Kelly Tarlton’s Sealife 

Aquarium 61, 64
National Aquarium of New 

Zealand 181
Tongariro National Trout 

Centre 129
architecture, see also art deco

Auckland 60-61
Napier 152, 180, 181

area codes 364-5
Arrowtown 286
art deco 24, 152, 179, 183, 186
art galleries, see also 

museums

Auckland Art Gallery 55, 65
City Gallery 158
Dunedin Public Art Gallery 

294
Govett-Brewster Art Gallery 

321
Left Bank Art Gallery 258
Old School Arts Centre 

139-40
Suter Art Gallery 212
Tauranga Art Gallery 115
Wallace Arts Centre 66-7

arts, see literature, Maori arts, 
music

ATMs 362
Auckland 11, 12, 51-82, 52-3, 

62-3, 67, 70, 73, 76
accommodation 69-71
activities 67-8
entertainment 78-9
festivals & events 57
food 54, 56, 71-4
highlights 54-5
internet resources 57
itineraries 58-9
medical services 79-80
shopping 79
sights 60-7
tourist information 80
tours 68-9
travel to/from 80-1
travel within 57, 81-2

Auckland Art Gallery 55, 65
Auckland Museum 55, 66
Avon River 235
Awakino 145

B
ballooning

Auckland 68
Hamilton 136
Methven 251
Queenstown 279

Banks Peninsula 27, 228, 
245-8, 246

Bay of Islands 18, 316-20, 317

Bay of Plenty 115-23
beaches 30

Cathedral Cove 93
Cheltenham Beach 82
Hahei Beach 93
Hot Water Beach 30, 55, 92
Karekare 87
Mangamaunu Beach 207
Ngarunui Beach 141-2
Piha 86
St Leonards Beach 82
Tahuna Beach 212
Takapuna Beach 82
Waiheke Island 83

beer 217, see also breweries
bicycle travel, see cycling
birds 345, see also kiwis, 

penguins
birdwatching

Farewell Spit 223
Kaikoura 209
Okarito 264
Rakiura 327, 329
Stewart Island 327, 329
Ulva Island 325

Blenheim 202-5
boat travel 368, see also 

jetboating, kayaking & 
canoeing, sailing
Aoraki/Mt Cook National 

Park 255
Auckland 69
Banks Peninsula 246
Bay of Islands 317-18
Hahei 93
Lake Tekapo 253
Milford Sound 312-13
Otago Peninsula 305
Queenstown 279
Taupo 127
Wanaka 291
Whitianga 91

Boer War 338
bone carving 140, 214, 237
books 47, 349
breweries 177, 217, 258, 295
budget 49, 358, 359000 Map pages
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INDEX  B-D
bungy jumping 354

Auckland 67, 80
Hanmer Springs 249
Queenstown 277
Rotorua 105
Taupo 126-7

bus travel 368-70, 372
bushwalking, see tramping
business hours 363

C
cable cars 159, 236
Cambridge 143-5
Campion, Jane 47, 289
canoeing, see kayaking & 

canoeing
Canterbury 248-57
canyoning

Thames 87
Wanaka 290

Cape Kidnappers 187
Cape Palliser 178
car travel 370-2

hire 371
insurance 371-2
road rules 372

Cardrona 295
carving 349

bone 140, 214, 237
rock 123

Cathedral Cove 93
cathedrals, see churches & 

cathedrals
Catlins 313-14, 314
Catton, Eleanor 333
caves

Aranui Cave 145
Glowworm Cave (Waitomo) 

145
Ruakuri Cave 145
Te Anau Glowworm Caves 

308
Waitomo Caves 16, 98, 145-7

caving 146
cell phones 48, 364
Central Plateau 130-5

children, travel with 342-3
Christchurch 225-44, 227, 

236, 240-1
accommodation 238-9
activities 235-7
drinking 237, 239, 242
earthquakes 46, 229, 238, 

332-3
entertainment 242
food 237, 239
highlights 228-9
internet resources 231
itineraries 232-3
shopping 242-3
sights 234-5, 237
tourist information 243
tours 237-8
travel to/from 243-4
travel within 244

churches & cathedrals
Christ Church (Russell) 318
Christ Church Cathedral 

(Nelson) 212
ChristChurch Cathedral 

(Christchurch) 235
Church of the Good 

Shepherd 253
St Patrick’s Cathedral 61
Transitional Cathedral 46

cinemas
Auckland 78
Christchurch 242
Dunedin 301
Waiheke Island 83
Wanaka 293
Wellington 170

climate 48, 360
Clyde 307
Coromandel Peninsula 55, 

87-93, 88
Coromandel Town 89-90
costs 49, 358, 359
courses 214, 237
credit cards 362
cruises, see boat travel
culture 332-3, see also Maori 

culture

currency 48, 362
customs regulations 358-9
cycling 354-5, 356, 368

Christchurch 235
Hawke’s Bay 186
Kaikoura 209
Nelson 213-14
Queenstown 279
Rotorua 105-6
Te Anau 308-9
Thames 89
Turangi 129
Waiheke Island 84
Wanaka 290
Wellington 164

D
dance 350, see also haka
dangers, see safety
disabilities, travellers with 365
diving, see scuba diving
dolphin spotting

Akaroa 250
Auckland 67
Banks Peninsula 245, 246
Bay of Islands 318
Bay of Plenty 116, 121
Kaikoura 193, 207-8
Tauranga 116
Whakatane 121
Whanganui-A-Hei Marine 

Reserve 91
Doubtful Sound 309, 311
drinking 359, see also 

individual locations, beer, 
breweries, wine, wine 
regions

driving, see car travel
Dunedin 294-302, 296

accommodation 297-9
activities 295-7
drinking 300-1, 302
entertainment 301
food 299-300
sights 294-5
tourist information 301-2 375375
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INDEX  D-H

Dunedin continued
tours 297
travel to/from 302
travel within 302

DVDs 361

E
earthquake museums 124, 

163, 235
earthquakes

Christchurch 46, 229, 238, 
332-3

Napier 179
Lyttelton 244

Egmont National Park 324
electricity 359
emergencies 364
environment 344-6
environmental issues 345
events 42-5
exchange rates 49
extreme sports 25, 354, 

see also individual sports, 
bungy jumping, jetboating, 
skydiving
Auckland 67, 80
Hanmer Springs 249
Queenstown 272, 277, 280
Rotorua 100, 105
Tauranga 116
Waitomo Caves 146

F
family travel 342-3
Farewell Spit 223
farmstays 358
ferry travel, see boat travel
festivals 42-5, 57
film festivals 57
film locations 46, 131, 333
films 47, 333, 350
Fiordland 308-13
fishing 127, 209, 219

flora 345-6
food 21, 359, see also 

individual locations
festivals 21, 42
hangi 112, 319
kiwifruit 120
seafood 15, 211

food & wine tours 68, 84, 187, 
206, 279

football, see rugby
Fort Taiaroa 303
Fox Glacier 16, 229, 264-5
Franz Josef Glacier 16, 229, 

260-4
Fringe NZ 43
fur seals, see seals

G
gardens, see parks & gardens
gay travellers 359-60
geology 344-5
geothermal sites 13, see also 

hot springs & spas
Craters of the Moon 124
Hells Gate 111
Rotorua 13, 98, 111
Te Puia 104-5
Waikite Valley Thermal 

Pools 111
Waimangu Volcanic Valley 

111
Wai-O-Tapu Thermal 

Wonderland 111
Whakarewarewa Thermal 

Village 105
Gibbston Valley 284
glaciers

Fox Glacier 16, 229, 264-5
Franz Josef Glacier 16, 229, 

260-4
Tasman Glacier 255

Glenorchy 286-9
glowworms 145, 308
Great Walks 352

Tongariro Northern Circuit 
131-2

Abel Tasman Coast Track 
219-21

Routeburn Track 287
Milford Track 310
Rakiura Track 326-7

Greymouth 258-60

H
Hahei 93
haka 43, 112, 349, 350
Hamilton 135-9, 136
hangi 112, 319
Hanmer Springs 248-50
Hastings 186-7
Hauraki Gulf 11, 82-5
Havelock 202
Havelock North 186-7
Hawke’s Bay 185, 180
health 360-1
heliskiing 353
Hells Gate & Wai Ora Spa 111
hiking, see tramping
history 334-41
Hobbit, The 46, 333
holidays 363
hongi 349
horse riding 356

Aoraki/Mt Cook National 
Park 255

Blenheim 202
Catlins 314
Glenorchy 287-8, 289

hot air ballooning, see 
ballooning

hot springs & spas, see also 
geothermal sites
Glacier Hot Pools 263
Hanmer Springs 248-9
Lost Spring 91
Mount Hot Pools 119
Polynesian Spa 107
Spa Park Hot Spring 125
Taupo DeBretts Hot Springs 

125-6
Tokaanu Thermal Pools 130

000 Map pages
376376
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INDEX  H-M
Wai Ora Spa 111
Waikite Valley Thermal 

Pools 111
Wairakei Terraces & Thermal 

Health Spa 124
Hot Water Beach 30, 55, 92

I
immigration 366
insurance

car 371-2
health 360
travel 361

internet access 48, 361-2
itineraries 32-41

J
Jackson, Peter 47, 333
jetboating 354

Auckland 80
Bay of Islands 318
Glenorchy 288
Queenstown 277
Taupo 126

K
Kaikoura 15, 193, 205-12, 208

accommodation 209-10
activities 207
drinking 211
food 211
sights 205-7
tourist information 211
tours 207-9
travel to/from 211-12

Kapiti Coast 153, 173-7
Kapiti Island 174
Karekare 87
kauri trees 346
kayaking & canoeing 355

Abel Tasman National Park 
221, 222

Aoraki/Mt Cook National 
Park 255

Auckland 67
Banks Peninsula 246
Bay of Islands 316
Cambridge 143
Cathedral Cove 93
Christchurch 235
Coromandel 89-90
Kaikoura 208
Milford Sound 312
Mt Maunganui 119
Otago Peninsula 305
Raglan 140
Rakiura 327
Rotorua 106-7
Stewart Island 327
Taupo 126
Tauranga 115-16
Waiheke Island 84
Wanaka 290-1
Wellington 159

Kenepuru Sound 202
Kimbra 333
King Country 145-7
kitesurfing 214
kiwifruit 120
kiwis 113, 250, 261, 264, 276, 

329, 345

L
Lake Matheson 265
Lake Rere 289
Lake Rotoiti 219
Lake Rotorua 105
Lake Sylvan 287, 289
Lake Taupo region 123-30
Lake Tekapo 253-4
Lake Wakatipu 279
languages 48, 337
legal matters 362
lesbian travellers 359-60
literature 47, 349
Lorde 333
Luminaries, The 333
Lyttelton 244

M
Mangapohue Natural Bridge 

Scenic Reserve 145
Manu Bay 142
Maori arts 123-4, 163, 214, 

348-50
Maori culture 18, 19, 347-50

concerts 112, 319
Rotorua 99, 112
tours 112, 319

Maori history 334-41, 347-8
marae 348

Bay of Islands 318
Tamaki Maori Village 112
Te Manuka Tutahi Marae 121
Te Papa 163

markets 26
Auckland 46, 79
Christchurch 239
Dunedin 299
Motueka 218
Raglan 140
Rotorua 111
Wellington 166

Marlborough 189-212, 191
highlights 192-3
internet resources 195
itineraries 196-7

Marlborough Sounds 201
Marlborough Wine & Food 

Festival 42
Marlborough Wine Region 23, 

192, 206, 204
Martinborough 177-9
Mauao 119
measures 361
medical services 360-1
Methven 250-2
Milford Sound 26, 271, 309, 

312-13
Milford Track 310
mobile phones 48, 364
Moeraki 300
Moeraki Boulders 300
money 48, 49, 359, 362
moneychangers 362

377377
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INDEX  M
-P

motorcycle travel 370-2
Motueka 217-18
mountain biking, see cycling
Mt Cook 31, 228
Mt Cook National Park 254-7, 

256-7
Mt Dobson 253
Mt Eden 75
Mt Hutt 252
Mt John 253
Mt Maunganui 119-20
Mt Ngauruhoe 131
Mt Ruapehu 130
Mt Taranaki 324
Mt Tongariro 131
Mt Victoria 64, 159
museums 29, 335, see also 

earthquake museums
Akaroa Museum 245
Auckland Museum 55, 66
Cambridge Museum 143
Canterbury Museum 234-5
Central Stories 306-7
Clyde Historical Museums 

307
Coromandel Mining & 

Historic Museum 89
Edwin Fox Maritime Museum 

198
Historical Museum 87
Kaikoura Museum 203
Marlborough Museum 203
Mercury Bay Museum 91
Motueka District Museum 217
MTG Hawke’s Bay 180
Museum of Wellington City 

& Sea 158
National Transport & Toy 

Museum 290
Nelson Provincial Museum 

212
New Zealand Rugby 

Museum 177
Omaka Aviation Heritage 

Centre 202

Otago Museum 295
Picton Museum 203
Puke Ariki 321
Quake City 235
Rakiura Museum 325
Rotorua Museum 108
Russell Museum 318
School of Mines & 

Mineralogical Museum 87
Shantytown 258
Sir Edmund Hillary Alpine 

Centre 254-5
Taupo Museum 123
Te Papa 29, 152, 162-3
Toitu Otago Settlers 

Museum 294
Tramway Museum 174-5
Volcanic Activity Centre 124
Voyager – New Zealand 

Maritime Museum 61
Waikato Museum 135
Whakatane District 

Museum 121
World of WearableArt & 

Classic Cars Museum 214
music 47
Musket Wars 336

N
Napier 24, 152, 179-86, 182
national parks, see also 

wildlife parks & reserves
Abel Tasman National Park 

20, 192, 219-23
Aoraki/Mt Cook National 

Park 254-7
Egmont National Park 324
Mt Cook National Park 254-7
Nelson Lakes National 

Park 219
Paparoa National Park 259
Rakiura National Park 325-9, 

326-7
Tongariro National Park 17, 

130-3, 132
Westland Tai Poutini 

National Park 260-5

Nelson 189-97, 212-17, 191, 213
accommodation 215
activities 213-14
drinking 216
food 216
highlights 192-3
internet resources 195
itineraries 196-7
sights 212
tourist information 216
tours 214-15
travel to/from 216-17

Nelson Lakes National Park 219
New Plymouth 321-4
newspapers 361
Ngawi 178

O
Okarito 264
opening hours 363
Otago, Central 21, 270, 305-7
Otago Central Rail Trail 306
Otago Peninsula 20, 270, 

302-5, 304-5

P
paddle boarding 159, 214
Paekakariki 174-5
Paihia 320
Pancake Rocks 259
Paparoa National Park 259
paragliding

Nelson 214
Queenstown 277
Wanaka 291

Paraparaumu 175
parks & gardens

Albert Park 60
Aorangi (Haurangi) Forest 

Park 178
Auckland Botanic Gardens 68
Auckland Domain 61
Bastion Point 68
Botanic Gardens 

(Christchurch) 234000 Map pages
378378
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INDEX  P-S
Connells Bay 84
Eden Garden 68
Giant’s House 245
Government Gardens 105
Hamilton Gardens 135
One Tree Hill 65-6
Otari-Wilton’s Bush 159
Parnell Rose Gardens 68
Pukekura Park 321
Queen Elizabeth Park 174
Queenstown Gardens 276
Te Mata Peak 186
Wellington Botanic 

Gardens 159
Western Springs 68

passports 366
Pelorus Sound 202
penguins 221, 235, 245, 246, 

300, 303, 304, 314
phonecards 365
Picton 193, 198-201, 200
Piha 86-7
planning

budgeting 49
calendar of events 42-5
children, travel with 342-3
itineraries 32-41
New Zealand basics 48-9
repeat visitors 46
resources 47
travel seasons 48

plants 346
population 332-3
public holidays 363
Punakaiki 259
punting 235

Q
Queen Charlotte Track 201-2
Queenstown 25, 267-86, 268-9, 

278, 282, 287
accommodation 280-3
activities 277-9, 280, 281
drinking 284-5
entertainment 285

food 283-4
highlights 270-1
internet resources 273
itineraries 274-5
shopping 285
sights 276-7
tourist information 285
tours 279
travel to/from 285-6
travel within 286

R
radio 361
Raglan 28, 99, 139-41
Rainbow Springs 113
Rainbow Warrior 340-1
Rakiura 325-9, 326-7
Rakiura National Park 325-9, 

326-7
Rangitoto Island 82
Redwoods Whakarewarewa 

Forest 113-15
religion 348
reserves, see national parks, 

wildlife parks & reserves
road rules 372
Rotorua 13, 95-113, 97, 106, 114

accommodation 109
activities 105-7
drinking 110-11
food 100, 109-10
highlights 98-9
internet resources 101
itineraries 102-3
shopping 111
sights 104-5
tourist information 111
tours 107-9
travel to/from 111-13
travel within 113

Rotorua Museum 108
Round Hill 253
Royal Albatross Centre 303
rugby 19, 43, 177, 333
Russell 318-20

S
safety 363-4

cycling 368
road 372
surf 101
tramping 352

sailing 246
Abel Tasman National 

Park 223
Auckland 67
Banks Peninsula 246
Bay of Islands 317-18
Coromandel 90
Taupo 126

Sandfly Bay 304
scenic flights

Aoraki/Mt Cook National 
Park 256

Bay of Islands 318
Egmont National Park 324
Fox Glacier 265
Franz Josef Glacier 263
Kaikoura 207
Lake Tekapo 253
Motueka 217
Mt Taranaki 324
Queenstown 279
Rotorua 109
Taupo 127
Te Anau 309
Tongariro National Park 133
Wanaka 291

scuba diving
Bay of Islands 316
Whakaari (White Island) 122
Whakatane 121

seals 205, 207-8, 300, 304, 346
senior travellers 359
sheep 116
shopping, see individual 

locations
skiing & snowboarding 24, 

353-4
Hanmer Springs 249
heliskiing 353
Lake Tekapo 253
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skiing & snowboarding 
continued
Methven 251
Mt Hutt 252
Queenstown 271, 281
Southern Alps 271
Tongariro National Park 133

skydiving 354
Auckland 80
Fox Glacier 265
Franz Josef Glacier 263
Methven 251
Motueka 217
Queenstown 277
Taupo 125
Wanaka 290

snowboarding, see skiing & 
snowboarding

Southern Scenic Route 313
Southland 313-14
spas, see hot springs & spas
sports 333, see also individual 

sports
Stewart Island 325-9, 326-7
surfing 355-6

Catlins 314
Dunedin 297
Kaikoura 207
Manu Bay 142
Mt Maunganui 119
Raglan 28, 99, 140
Taranaki 322
Whale Bay 142

swimming
Abel Tasman National Park 

221
Dunedin 297
Rotorua 100

T
ta moko 349
Taranaki 321-4, 323
Tasman Glacier 255
Tasman Lake 255

Taupo 123-9, 125
accommodation 127-8
activities 125-7
drinking 128
food 128
sights 123-4
tourist information 128
tours 127
travel to/from 128-9
travel within 129

Tauranga 115-19
taxes 362, 367
taxi travel 372
Te Anau 308-10
Te Anau Glowworm Caves 308
Te Anau–Milford Hwy 312
Te Papa 29, 152, 162-3
Te Wairoa 115
Te Wharawhara 325
telephone services 48, 364-5
Thames 87-9
theatre 349-50
time 365
tipping 48
Titirangi 86
Tongariro Alpine Crossing 17, 

99, 134
Tongariro National Park 17, 

130-3, 132
tourist information 365
tours, see individual locations, 

food & wine tours
train travel 372

Driving Creek Railway & 
Potteries 89

TranzAlpine 28, 229, 260
tramping 17, 351-3

Abel Tasman Coast Track 
219-21

Abel Tasman National Park 
219-21

Aoraki/Mt Cook National 
Park 255

Banks Peninsula 246
Coastal Walkway 322
Dunedin 297

Egmont National Park 324
Fox Glacier 264-5
Franz Josef Glacier 261-3
Huka Falls Walkway 125
Kaikoura 207, 209
Kaiks Wildlife Trail 300
Kohi Point Walkway 121
Lake Rere Walk 289
Milford Track 310
Mt Taranaki 324
Nelson 213-14
Nelson Lakes National 

Park 219
Okarito 264
Otago Central Rail Trail 306
Punakaiki 259
Queen Charlotte Track 201-2
Queenstown 277
Rakiura National Park 326-7
Routeburn Track 287, 289
Sandfly Bay 304
Stewart Island 326-7
Taranaki 322
Te Anau 308-9
Tongariro Alpine Crossing 17, 

99, 134
Tongariro National Park 

131-2
Tongariro River Trail 129
Tuatapere Hump Ridge 

Track 309
Wanaka 290
Whakapapa Village 133

tram travel 372
TranzAlpine 28, 229, 260
travel to/from New Zealand 

366-7
travel within New Zealand 49, 

367-72
travellers cheques 362
Treaty of Waitangi 319, 320, 

336
trekking, see tramping
Tuatapere Hump Ridge Track 

309
Turangi 129-30
TV 361000 Map pages
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U
Ulva Island 325

V
vacations 363
vegetarian travellers 359
visas 48, 366
volcanoes

Auckland 69
Mt Eden 75
Mt Victoria 64
One Tree Hill 65-6
Rangitoto 82
Tongariro National 

Park 130-1
Whakaari (White Island) 122

W
Waiheke Island 11, 54, 82-5
Waikanae 175-7
Waikato 135-45
Waikato War 338
Waikite Valley Thermal 

Pools 111
Waimangu Volcanic Valley 111
Wai-O-Tapu Thermal 

Wonderland 111
Wairarapa 153, 176-87
Waitangi 319, 320
Waitangi Treaty Grounds 319
Waitomo Caves 16, 98, 145-7
walking, see Great Walks, 

tramping
Wanaka 289-94, 291
waterfalls

Dawson Falls 324
Huka Falls 124
Marokopa Falls 145

weather 48, 360
weaving 349
websites 47
weights 361

Wellington 15, 149-73, 151, 160-1
accommodation 164-6
activities 159-64
drinking 153, 155, 169
entertainment 170
food 154, 166-9
highlights 152-3
internet resources 155
itineraries 156-7
shopping 171
sights 158-9, 162-3
tourist information 171
tours 164
travel to/from 171-3
travel within 173

Wellington Sevens 43
West Auckland 86-7
Westland Tai Poutini National 

Park 260-5, 262
Whakaari 122
Whakapapa Village 133-5
Whakatane 121-3
Whale Bay 142
whales 346
whale-watching 193, 207
White Island 122
white-water rafting 354

Queenstown 277
Rotorua 106-7
Taupo 126
Turangi 130

Whitianga 91-3
wi-fi 48, 361-2
wildlife 116, 194, 221, 250, 314, 

see also individual animals, 
wildlife parks & reserves

wildlife parks & reserves, see 
also zoos
DOC Te Anau Wildlife 

Centre 308
Farewell Spit 223
Kapiti Island 174
Kiwi Birdlife Park 276
Nature’s Wonders 

Naturally 304

Nga Manu Nature 
Reserve 177

Orana Wildlife Park 250
Paradise Valley Springs 116
Penguin Place 304
Point Kean Seal Colony 205
Royal Albatross Centre 303
West Coast Wildlife 

Centre 261
Willowbank Wildlife 

Reserve 250
Wingspan National Bird of 

Prey Centre 116
Zealandia 159

windsurfing 159
wine 359

festivals 42, 45, 57
tours 68, 84, 187, 206, 279

wine regions 22
Gibbston Valley 284
Hawke’s Bay 185, 180
Marlborough 23, 192, 206, 

204
Martinborough 176
Waiheke Island 54, 82-3
Wairarapa 153, 176

women travellers 366
World Buskers Festival 42
World of WearableArt Award 

Show 44, 214
WWI 338

Z
ziplining

Queenstown 280
Rotorua 105
Waiheke Island 84

zoos, see also wildlife parks & 
reserves
Auckland Zoo 65
Hamilton Zoo 116
Wai Ariki Farm Park 248

zorbing 105
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Our WritersOur Writers

Our StoryOur Story
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their fi rst travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offi  ces in Franklin, London, 
Melbourne, Oakland, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s 
belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

CHARLES RAWLINGS-WAY 
 Coordinating Author, Rotorua & the Centre, Wellington & Lower North Island, Best of the Rest 
English by birth, Australian by chance, All Blacks fan by choice: Charles’ early under standing of 
Aotearoa was less than comprehensive (sheep, mountains, sheep on mountains). He realised there 
was more to it when a wandering uncle returned with a faux-jade tiki in 1981. He wore it with pride 
until he saw the NZ cricket team’s beige uniforms in 1982. Mt Taranaki’s snowy summit, Napier’s art-
deco deliverance and Whanganui’s raffish charm have helped him forgive: he’s once again smitten 

with the country’s phantasmal landscapes, disarming locals, and determin ation to sculpt its own political and indigenous 
destiny. Charles also wrote the Plan Your Trip and Survival Guide sections.

 BRETT ATKINSON 
 Auckland, Best of the Rest Resident in Auckland, Brett leapt at the chance to research his home town for this edition. 
Highlights include exploring the city’s emerging restaurant scene around Wynyard Quarter, and journeying to the diverse 
islands of the Hauraki Gulf. Excursions further afield to Northland and Coromandel echoed family holidays in an earlier 
century. Brett’s contributed to Lonely Planet guidebooks spanning Europe, Asia and the Pacific, and covered almost 50 
countries as a food and travel writer. See www.brett-atkinson.net for his latest travels.

 SARAH BENNETT & LEE SLATER 
Rotorua & the Centre, Wellington & Lower North Island, Marlborough & Nelson, Christchurch & Central South, 
Queenstown & the South, Best of the Rest Lee and Sarah live in Wellington, but spend many months on the road each year 
in their small campervan, boots on board, mountain bikes on the back. Specialists in ‘soft-core adventure’ (tramping without 
crampons), they re-imagine their journeys into magazine features, and guidebooks including Lonely Planet’s Hiking & Tramp-
ing in New Zealand, four editions of New Zealand, as well as The New Zealand Tramper’s Handbook and Let’s Go Camping. Read 
more at www.bennettandslater.co.nz and follow on Twitter @Bennettn Slater. They also wrote the New Zealand Today chapter.

PETER DRAGICEVICH 
 Christchurch & Central South, Queenstown & the South After nearly a decade working for offshore publishing compa-
nies, Peter’s life has come full circle, returning to his home town of Auckland. As managing editor of Express newspaper he 
spent much of the ’90s writing about the local arts, club and bar scene. He has worked on four editions of the New Zealand 
guide, after dozens of Lonely Planet assignments, it remains his favourite gig.
 

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

ns his favourite gig.
Read more about Peter at:

lonelyplanet.com/thorntree/profi les/peterdragicevich
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 CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
Professor James Belich wrote the History chapter. James is one of New Zealand’s pre-eminent histor ians and the award-
winning author of The New Zealand Wars, Making Peoples and Paradise Reforged. He has also worked in TV – New Zealand 
Wars was screened in New Zealand in 1998.
 
 John Huria (Ngai Tahu, Muaupoko) wrote the Maori Culture chapter. John has an editorial, research and writing back-
ground with a focus on Maori writing and culture. He was senior editor for Maori publishing company Huia and now runs 
an editorial and publishing services company, Ahi Text Solutions Ltd (www.ahitextsolutions.co.nz).
  
 Vaughan Yarwood wrote the Environment chapter. Vaughan is an Auckland-based writer whose books include The History 
Makers: Adventures in New Zealand Biography, The Best of New Zealand: A Collection of Essays on NZ Life and Culture by 
Prominent Kiwis, which he edited, and the regional history Between Coasts: From Kaipara to Kawau. He has written widely 
for NZ and international publications and is the former associate editor of New Zealand Geographic, for which he has also 
written for many years.
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