
PULL-OUT 
MAP

Discover

Ireland
Experience the best of Ireland

Discover this and more inside…

#p169

#p131

#p97 #p51#p209

#p249 #p279

Dublin

Wicklow &
Eastern
Ireland

Kilkenny
& the

Southeast
Cork & the

Ring of Kerry

Counties
Sligo &

Donegal

Belfast, Derry &
the Antrim Coast

Galway,
Clare &
the West

Must-see sights and all 
the best experiences

HIGHLIGHTS
Great trip ideas to make 
your planning easy

ITINERARIES
Get advice from people 
who know the place

LOCAL EXPERTS

Experience the best of Ireland
Now it’s even easier to plan the perfect trip

Take in Dublin’s many attractions

Visit ancient Brú na Bóinne 

Drive around the Ring of Kerry

Listen to music in County Clare

Walk the Antrim Coast

3RD EDITION

Choose Lonely Planet because…
Our job is to make amazing travel experiences happen. 
We visit the places we write about each and every 
edition. We never take freebies for positive coverage, so 
you can always rely on us to tell it like it is. 

Published May 2014
First Published April 2010

USA  $23.99
UK  £16.99

PULL-
OUT
MAP

D
iscoverIreland

discover-ireland-3-cover.indd   1 16/01/2014   1:14:19 PM



This edition written and researched by

Fionn Davenport,
Catherine Le Nevez, Josephine Quintero, 

Ryan Ver Berkmoes, Neil Wilson

Experience the best 
of Ireland

Discover

Ireland

00-contents-dc-ire3.indd   1 21/01/2014   1:42:12 PM



p249
Counties

Sligo &
Donegal

p279

Belfast, Derry &
the Antrim Coast

p51

Dublin

p97

Wicklow &
Eastern
Ireland

p131

Kilkenny
& the

Southeastp169

Cork & the
Ring of Kerry

p209Galway,
Clare &

the West

Dublin
Highlights ............................ 54

 Trinity College

 Guinness Storehouse

 Kilmainham Gaol

 Chester Beatty Library

  Irish Museum of Modern Art

Wicklow & 
Eastern Ireland
Highlights ............................ 100

 Brú na Bóinne

 Glendalough

 Monasterboice

 Powerscourt Estate

 Castletown House

Kilkenny & 
the Southeast
Highlights ............................ 134

 Dungarvan

 Rock of Cashel

 Ardmore

 Kilkenny City

 National 1798 Rebellion 
Centre

Galway, Clare 
& the West
Highlights ............................ 212

 Trad Sessions in Clare

 Connemara

 Galway City

 Cliff s of Moher

 Clonmacnoise

Counties Sligo 
& Donegal
Highlights ............................ 252

 Slieve League

 Climb Errigal Mountain

 Drumcliff  & Benbulben

 Ardara Weavers

 County Sligo Golf Course

Belfast, Derry & 
the Antrim Coast
Highlights ............................ 282

 Coastal Causeway Route

 Belfast

 The Antrim Coast

 Carrick-a-Rede Rope 
Bridge

 Historic Derry/
Londonderry

00-contents-dc-ire3.indd   2 21/01/2014   1:42:20 PM



Contents

Dublin  51
Highlights ..................... 54

Best… ............................ 56

Walking Tour .................58

Dublin ............................ 60

Wicklow & 
Eastern Ireland  97
Highlights ................... 100

Best… ...........................102

Itineraries ................... 104

County Wicklow .........106
Enniskerry & 
Powerscourt Estate ...106
Glendalough................ 107
Sally Gap .....................109
Blessington ................. 113
Southern Wicklow ...... 115

County Kildare ............117
Kildare Town ................117

County Meath ............. 118
Brú na Bóinne ............. 118
Battle of the Boyne  ...123
Tara ..............................123
Trim .............................. 125
Loughcrew Cairns .......126

County Louth .............. 127
Drogheda .................... 127
Around Drogheda .......128
Brook Lodge & 
Wells Spa .....................129

This Is Ireland .................6

Ireland Map .....................8

Ireland’s Top 25 
Highlights ......................10

Ireland’s Top 
Itineraries ......................32

Month by Month ......... 42

What’s New .................. 46

Get Inspired ..................47

Need to Know .............. 48

Cork & the 
Ring of Kerry
Highlights ............................ 172

 Skellig Michael

 Killarney National Park

 Cork City

 Kinsale

 Ring of Kerry

On the RoadPlan Your Trip

00-contents-dc-ire3.indd   3 21/01/2014   1:42:20 PM



Contents

Clonmacnoise ............ 230

County Clare .............. 232
Ennis ........................... 232
Bunratty ..................... 234
Kilkee .......................... 236
Kilkee to Lahinch ....... 236
Athlone Castle ............ 236
Cliffs of Moher ........... 238
The Burren ................. 239

County Mayo..............244
Cong ........................... 244
Westport .................... 245
Killaloe & Ballina ........ 245
Croagh Patrick ........... 246

Counties Sligo 
& Donegal 249
Highlights ................... 252

Best… .......................... 254

Itineraries ................... 256

County Sligo .............. 258
Sligo Town .................. 258
Around Sligo Town .... 259
South of Sligo Town ...260
Drumcliff & 
Benbulben .................. 262

County Donegal ........ 262
Donegal Town ............ 263
Around Donegal 
Town ........................... 264
Glengesh Pass ........... 265
Slieve League ............. 266

Cork & the 
Ring of Kerry 169
Highlights .................... 172

Best... ........................... 174

Itineraries .................... 176

County Cork ................ 178
Cork City ..................... 178
Around Cork City .......183
Kinsale & West Cork ..184
Mizen Head Peninsula ...187

County Kerry ..............188
Killarney ......................188
Midleton & Around .....190
Around Killarney.........193
Ring of Kerry ...............196
Skellig Michael ............198
Beara Peninsula 
(Ring of Beara) ............199
Dingle Peninsula ........ 203
Blasket Islands ........... 206

Galway, Clare 
& the West 209
Highlights ....................212

Best… ...........................214

Itineraries ....................216

Galway County ...........218
Galway City .................218
Aran Islands ............... 222
Connemara ................ 225

Kilkenny & 
the Southeast 131
Highlights ....................134

Best… ...........................136

Itineraries ....................138

County Kilkenny........ 140
Kilkenny City ...............140
Jerpoint Abbey ............ 143
Central Kilkenny .........144

County Wexford .........145
Kilmore Quay ..............145
Hook Peninsula & 
Around .........................146
Saltee Islands .............. 146
New Ross ....................148
Tintern Abbey ............. 149
Enniscorthy .................150

County Waterford .......151
Waterford City .............151
Southeast County 
Waterford ....................154
Dunmore East .............155
Dungarvan ..................156
Ring Peninsula ............158
Ardmore ......................158
Lismore .......................160

County Tipperary ....... 161
Cashel ...........................161
Copper Coast ...............161
Around Cashel ............166
Cahir ............................166

On the Road

00-contents-dc-ire3.indd   4 21/01/2014   1:42:20 PM



Ireland Today ..............314

History .........................316

Food & Drink .............. 328

The Pub ....................... 333

Irish Mythological 
Symbols ...................... 335

Literary Ireland ......... 338

Traditional Music .......341

Family Travel .............. 343

Directory ....................346
Accommodation ........ 346
Customs Regulations ..347
Climate ...........................347
Electricity ................... 348
Gay & Lesbian 
Travellers .................... 348
Health ......................... 348
Insurance ................... 348
Internet Access ......... 348
Legal Matters............. 349
Money ......................... 349
Opening Hours .......... 349
Public Holidays .......... 350
Safe Travel ................. 350
Telephone .................. 350
Time ............................. 351
Tourist Information ....351
Travellers with 
Disabilities.................. 352
Visas ........................... 352
Women Travellers ..... 352

Transport .................... 353
Getting There & 
Away ........................... 353
Getting Around .......... 355

Language ....................360

Behind the Scenes.... 362

Index ............................ 363

How to Use 
This Book ....................374

Our Writers ..................376

Southwestern 
Donegal ...................... 267
Northwestern 
Donegal ...................... 269
Errigal Mountain ......... 271
Central Donegal ......... 271
Glenveagh 
National Park ..............272
Northeastern 
Donegal ...................... 273
Grianán of Aileách ......276

Belfast, 
Derry & the 
Antrim Coast 279
Highlights ................... 282

Best… .......................... 284

Itineraries ................... 286

Belfast......................... 288

The Antrim Coast ......301
Portrush ......................301
Bushmills.................... 302
Carrick-a-Rede 
Rope Bridge ............... 303
Giant’s Causeway ...... 304
Giant’s Causeway to 
Ballycastle .................. 305
Glens of Antrim ......... 305
Rathlin Island ............. 306

Derry/Londonderry .. 307
Glenariff .......................310

Survival GuideIn Focus

00-contents-dc-ire3.indd   5 21/01/2014   1:42:20 PM



 This is Ireland

Ireland’s 
hold on the 

imagination 
remains as 

strong as 
ever

 For a small country, Ireland gets huge billing. Its praises 
are sung in song and described in prose; its many charms 
are evoked to delicious perfection by artists on canvas 
and poets in verse. Part of that is down to the Irish 
diaspora, whose attachment to the land of their ancestors 
gets stronger with each passing generation.

 But much of the credit goes to Ireland 
itself. Despite the trappings of modernity and the fickle 
hand of fortune, Ireland remains one of the world’s most 
beautiful countries, and is worth every effort you make 
to explore it. From the postcard-perfect peninsulas of 
the southwest to the brooding loneliness of Connemara, 
Ireland’s hold on the imagination remains as strong as 
ever. Brave the raging Atlantic on a crossing to the Aran 
Islands or spend a summer’s evening in the yard of a 
thatched cottage pub and you’ll experience a country that 
has changed little in generations – this is most likely the 
Ireland you came to see.

 Céad míle fáilte – a hundred thousand 
welcomes. Why a hundred thousand when one is 
perfectly adequate everywhere else? Everyone has heard 
of Irish friendliness, and once you arrive you’ll gladly dis-
cover it’s not a myth. A bit of friendly banter and the offer 
of a helping hand – to make sense of garbled directions or 
share a pint (it’s a sin to drink alone!) – are never far from 
the first hello, for the Irish consider hospitality to be their 
greatest asset. A hundred thousand welcomes. It seems 
excessive, but in Ireland, excess is fine, so long as it’s 
practised in moderation.

 And when we say Ireland, we mean 
the whole island. The North, for so long scarred 
by conflict, is fully engaged in the process of recovery and 
is once again parading its stunning self to a world that, 
until recently, knew of it only through the stories on the 
evening news.
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