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Throughout this book, we use these icons to 
highlight special recommendations:

These icons 
help you 
quickly identify 
reviews in the 
text and on 
the map:

Don’t Miss
A must-see – don’t go home until you’ve been there

If you like…
Lesser-known alternatives to world-famous 
attractions

Local experts reveal their 
top picks and secret highlights

Detour
Special places a little off  the beaten track

The Best…
Lists for everything from bars to wildlife – 
to make sure you don’t miss out
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 This is India

 India 
fi res the 

imagination 
and stirs 

the soul like 
nowhere 

else.

 Bamboozling. No other word better captures the enigma 
that is India. With its ability to inspire, frustrate, thrill 
and confound all at once, India presents an extraor-
dinary spectrum of encounters for the traveller. From 
rural serenity to big-city swirls of colour, from dizzyingly 
intricate carved temples to musicians playing ragas in 
the desert, from harlequin-bright elephants to gourmet 
restaurants in stylish cities, India will jostle your entire 
being, and no matter where you go or what you do, it’s 
a place that fires the imagination and stirs the soul like 
nowhere else on Earth.

 India is arguably the world’s most 
multidimensional nation. Even a fleeting 
visit there could encompass snow-dusted mountains, 
sun-washed beaches, lantern-lit villages and software-su-
premo cities. For those seeking spiritual sustenance, India 
has sacrosanct sites and thought-provoking philosophies 
galore. For those in search of a different kind of nourish-
ment – you’re about to jump on board one of the wildest 
culinary trips of your life! Frying, simmering, sizzling, 
kneading and flipping a deliciously diverse variety of re-
gional dishes, feasting your way through the subcontinent 
is certainly one hell of a ride. History buffs will stumble 
upon gems from the past almost everywhere –
from grand vestiges of former empires serenely peering 
over swarming streets, to crumbling fortresses looming 
high above plunging ravines. Meanwhile, aficionados of 
the great outdoors can paddle in the shimmering waters 
of one of many beautiful beaches, scout for big jungle cats 
on blood-pumping wildlife safaris or simply inhale pine-
scented air on meditative forest walks.

 With such a feast of opportunities, 
you’re bound to find many more 
things to fascinate in this astounding, 
confounding country. And even on a short trip 
you can go surprisingly in-depth and experience a remark-
able range of wonders.

Visitors entering Mehrangarh Fort (p 177 ), Jodphur
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