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Throughout this book, we use these icons to 
highlight special recommendations:

These icons 
help you 
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reviews in the 
text and on 
the map:

Don’t Miss
A must-see – don’t go home until you’ve been there

If you like…
Lesser-known alternatives to world-famous 
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Local experts reveal their 
top picks and secret highlights

Detour
Special places a little off  the beaten track
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 Oktoberfest
 Residenz
 The Alternative 

Oktoberfest
 Dachau Concentration 

Camp Memorial
 Lolling in the Englischer 

Garten
  Jüdisches Museum
 Schönheitengalerie 

(Gallery of Beauties)

Stuttgart & 
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Highlights .............................156

 Be Bewitched by the Black 
Forest

 Fall in Love with Heidelberg 

 Feel the Thrill of Fast Cars

 Take to the Waters in 
Baden-Baden

 Explore Lively Freiburg

 Get ‘High’ at the Zeppelin 
Museum

Frankfurt & 
the Rhineland
Highlights .............................192

 Ramble Along the 
Romantic Rhine

 Admire the Grandeur of 
Cologne's Cathedral

 Guzzle Great Grapes

 Party in Düsseldorf’s 
Old Town

 Channel Charlemagne in 
Aachen

 Revel in Roman Trier

Berlin
Highlights ...................246

 Confront the Cold War at 
the Berlin Wall

 Museumsinsel Treasures

 Ride to the top of the 
Reichstag

 Shop Till you Drop in 
the Scheunenviertel

 Go Palace-Hopping in 
Potsdam

 Brandenburger Tor

Bavaria
Highlights ..................... 96

 Castles of Ludwig II
 Rothenburg ob der 

Tauber
 Grapple with Alpine 

Grandeur
 Bamberg: Bishops & Beer
 Marvel at Würzburg’s 

Residenz
 Confront Germany’s Third 

Reich Legacy
 Soar to the top of the 

Zugspitze
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 This Is Germany

 Prepare 
for a roller 

coaster 
of feasts, 

treats and 
temptations

 Prepare for a roller coaster of feasts, treats and tempta-
tions as you take in Germany’s soul-stirring scenery, 
spirit-lifting culture, beautiful cities, romantic palaces and 
walled medieval towns. As much fun as it may be to rev 
up the engine on the autobahn, do slow down to better 
appreciate the incredible historical and cultural kaleido-
scope that is one of Europe’s most fascinating countries. 

 There’s something artistic in the way 
Germany’s scenery unfolds from the 
corrugated coasts of the north to the 
moody forests, romantic river valleys 
and vast vineyards of central Germany. 
The icing on the cake is the off-the-charts splendour of the 
Alps, carved into rugged glory by the elements.

 The story-book landscapes of Germany 
are equalled in grandeur only by the 
country’s fascinating history. You’ll see the 
past in towns whose streets were laid out long before 
Columbus set sail, and in sturdy castles looming above 
prim, half-timbered hamlets. You’ll find vestiges of the 
Roman empire in Trier and Cologne and reminders of 
Hanseatic power in Hamburg and Lübeck. And then 
there’s Berlin – exciting, forward-looking, yet still coming 
to terms with its unique past as a divided city. 

 Germany’s great cities come in more 
flavours than a jar of jelly beans. Their cul-
tural smorgasbord spans the spectrum from art museums 
and opera to cabaret and techno clubs. And wherever you 
go, you’ll see Romanesque, Gothic and baroque classics rub 
rafters with the architectural creations of modern masters 
such as Daniel Libeskind and David Chipperfield.

 German cuisine is so much more than 
sausages, pretzels, schnitzel and roast 
pork accompanied by mugs of foamy 
beer. Beyond the clichés awaits a cornucopia of re-
gional and seasonal palate teasers. Be sure to sample the 
world-class wines, most notably riesling, the most famous 
and typical German varietal, while exploring wine estates 
and ancient cellars.

Rothenburg ob der Tauber (p119)
ULLI SEER:/GETTY IMAGES ©

6

01-this-is-germany-dc-ger2.indd   6 17/01/2013   3:38:27 PM



01-this-is-germany-dc-ger2.indd   7 17/01/2013   3:38:39 PM




