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This is Europe

Famed for its iconic landmarks and landscapes, Europe'’s
intricate tapestry of countries and cultures is woven
together by rich history, artistic and culinary treasures,
enduring traditions and cutting-edge trends.

History is undoubtedly one of

Europe’s major draws. From Neolithic sites
and Grecian ruins to Gothic cathedrals and crumbling
castles, taking a trip across Europe can feel like stumbling
into the pages of a history textbook. While in many ways
one of the world's most forward-looking regions, Europe’s
past inevitably informs its present and its future. Under-
standing this continent’s turbulent history is essential if
you want to get to grips with what makes it tick. Thank-
fully, there's no shortage of amazing museums to put it
all into context, from Paris’ palatial Louvre and London's
British Museum to Amsterdam'’s Rijksmuseum.

Europe also understands the finer

things in life. Andit's never shy about letting you
join in the party. It's a place where you can indulge your
taste buds, stretch your muscles, shop till you drop and
dance into the small hours — all in the same day, should
you so desire. Best of all, the next country is never more
than a quick trip away. In a few hours you could swap the
glittering Mediterranean for Berlin's bars, Rome's ancient
ruins or the Madrid's Golden Mile of Art. Few places on
earth can offer such a wealth of experiences and adven-
tures. But don't be in too much of a hurry; the journey is a
vital part of what makes exploring Europe so fascinating
and fun.

Wherever you end up, you're in for an

unforgettable trip. Sobon voyage, sichere Fahrt,
buen viaje, happy travels.

Neuschwanstein Castle (p561), Germany

BRIAN LAWRENCE/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Ancient Rome

From the crumbling Colosseum to the ancient Forum and the Appian Way, few sights are
more evocative than the ruins of ancient Rome (p369). Two thousand years ago this city
was the centre of the greatest empire of the ancient world, where gladiators battled and
emperors lived in unimaginable luxury. Nowadays, it's a haunting spot; as you walk the
cobbled paths you can almost sense the ghosts in the air. Below: View of the Colosseum (p375)
from the Roman Forum
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Eiffel Tower, Paris

Initially designed as a temporary exhibit for the 1889 Exposition Universelle (World Fair), the
elegant, art nouveau design of Paris’ Eiffel Tower (p183) has become the defining fixture of the
skyline. Its recent 1st-floor refit adds two glitzy glass pavilions housing interactive exhibits; out-
side them, peer d-o-w-n through glass floor to the ground below. Visit at dusk for best day and
night views of the glittering City of Light and make a toast at the sparkling champagne bar.
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London’s Nightlife

World-famous theatres, landmark cinemas, iconic venues,
underground clubs — London's at its liveliest after dark,
when there's no better time to take the cultural pulse of
the UK capital (p88). Catching a musical or a play in the
West End is on most people’s itinerary, but that's just

the beginning of London's nightlife: you could join the
groundlings at Shakespeare's Globe Theatre, watch a
blockbuster on Leicester Sq, or experience high culture ar Tz
at the Royal Opera House. The only trick will be finding
enough time to sleep. Below: London’s West End theatres

The Best...
o . City Views

THE PALATINO (PALATINE
HILL), ROME

Gaze across the Italian
capital from this iconic hill.
(p369)

BASILIQUE DU SACRE-
CCEUR, PARIS

The whole of Paris unfolds
below you from this Mont-
martre landmark. (p182)

THE SHARD, LONDON
London's soaring, splinter-
like skyscraper has a bird's-
eye view. (p72)

THE CAMPANILE, VENICE
Climb Venice's tallest
building for a panoramic
perspective. (p404)

THE BELFORT, BRUGES

This medieval bell tower
looks over Bruges' most
beautiful square. (p503)
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Tuscany

The gently rolling hills of Tuscany (p418), bathed in golden light and dotted with vineyards,
sum up ltaly’s attractions in a nutshell. Battalions of books, postcards and lifestyle TV shows
try to do this region justice, but nothing beats a visit. Here, picture-perfect hilltop towns vie
with magnificent scenery and some of Italy’s best food and wine — so it's hardly surprising
that this is a tourist hotspot. Visit in spring or autumn to see it at its calmest.
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