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DISCOVER AUSTRALIA

Sydney (p50) Brash, bronzed and brim- New South Wales (p95) From southern
ming with confidence, this city, with its snowfields to subtropical northern beaches,
sparkling harbour, won't be ignored. this state has all the action covered.

Brisbane & Queensland (p137) Beaches, Melbourne & Victoria (p191) In a compact
sunshine and a mighty coral reef; Queens-  state of surprises, the multicultural capital
land sizzles above and dazzles below. blends coffee ritual, nightlife and sportlife.

Central Australia (p239) A quintessen- Waestern Australia (p273) Majestic forests
tial blend of vineyards, mesmerising Red and vineyards down south; camel trains and
Centre landforms and tropical Top End. marine-life spectacle in the tropical north.

Tasmania (p305) A premier bushwalking
destination that's also epicurean hub, font
of fresh air and antidote to city stress.
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KAKADU

NATIONAL PARK

Encounter Indigenous culture
and rock art in a stunning ancient
landscape pulsing with wildlife

INDIAN
OCEAN

ALOO
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Accessible coral reef and the
opportunity to swim with whale
sharks and manta rays
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ATHIS IS AUSTRALIA

AT e e e e

NEXT 96 m |

This immense island continent is a rare place of space on an
increasingly crowded planet. As well as room to move and
clean air, it has a relaxed lifestyle, fine weather, a big bridge
and an even bigger, redder rock.

Australia is so vast and diverse it fulfils the full spectrum of holiday adventure, from
active escapade to peaceful retreat. A well-developed tourism infrastructure provides
options and opportunities for travellers on all budgets and allows you to land in any
city with little more than your first night's accommodation sorted.

Australia’s greatest enigma is its extremes. The driest and flattest inhabited
continent on earth is also home to dripping wet rainforests in Tasmania and
Queensland. The world’s largest coral reef adorns 2300km of an immense coast-
line, golden sand and surging surf fringe gleaming modern cities as well as pristine
forests, and at its heart, the iconic Uluru (Ayers Rock) overwhelms visitors with its
spiritual presence.

Australians’ love for home is matched by an intense interest in the foreign; their
cities are in constant flux, absorbing fresh influences from far corners of the globe.
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Former colonies were fused over a century ago during Federation, yet the cities retain
distinct personalities: Sydney is a glamorous entertainer with a bounty of natural
magnetism, Melbourne a European-inspired, caffeine-enriched artiste, and Brisbane
a blithe and blossoming playmate, while the per-
sonalities of Adelaide, Perth, Darwin and Hobart
are as dissimilar as their climates. In between are
deserts, coastal villages, beaches, forests and out-
back communities, each adding definition to the
ever-changing Australian portrait.

An important thing to remember is that Australia
is big - really big - so planning is of the essence. An
intrepid road trip through the outback or tropical Top End will require an extra level of
investigation and planning. The state capitals and most regional centres, on the other
hand, are well connected by airlines, so with a little groundwork you can cover a good
portion of the country in just a few weeks.
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