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Why Go?

The physical heartland of the Republic, Lemesos and the
south coast is one of Cyprus’ most diverse regions, encom-
passing archaeological remains, beaches, a lively nightlife
and the verdant proximity of the Troodos mountains.

The second-largest town in Cyprus, Lemesos is an in-
creasingly sophisticated city, fast gaining a reputation for
its exciting and innovative restaurants. The luxurious, long-
awaited marina is due to open in 2013 and the historic
centre has plenty of atmosphere, with pedestrian shopping
streets that are only truly busy when the cruise ships dis-
gorge their passengers.

Among the region’s important archaeological sites, Ancient
Kourion is the most impressive, perched on a bluff overlook-
ing the azure waters of Episkopi Bay and significant for its
role in the spread of Christianity throughout the island.

The area makes a great central base for visitors wishing
to explore Cyprus away from the well-trodden tourist trail of
Pafos and Agia Napa.

‘When to Go

Springtime is an ideal season here, when the Troodos moun-
tains are blanketed with a dazzle of wildflowers and the sun
can still be warm enough for beach days. The height of the
holiday season is July and August, so beaches are crowded.
Summer is also festival time, with lots going on, culminat-
ing in the International Music Festival and the Wine Festi-
val, both taking place in Lemesos in September. The late-
autumn and winter months are the wettest, with more
changeable weather and varying temperatures, as well as
snow on the highest Troodos peaks.



LEMESOS (LIMASSOL)
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Lemesos, still known to many as Limassol
(Limasol in Turkish), is one of Cyprus’ most
underrated cities. Modelled on what seems
to be an American seaside cityscape, the
long stretch that is Lemesos has its busy
main road running across the entire city,
with cafes, shops, restaurants and general
life going on to the north, while a long, pop-
ular beach is lapped by the Mediterranean
to the south.

The historic old town, the former Turk-
ish area, has undergone a tasteful revamp
with an extensive pedestrian zone now
surrounding the castle, studded with a
wide range of eating and drinking choices,
from traditional tavernas and coffee shops
to sophisticated restaurants and designer-
style bars. As part of the overall urban
project (that includes the new marina),
the waterfront here is similarly being
enhanced with more green spaces and an
expansive new promenade.

Lemesos has a gritty yet cosmopolitan
individuality. Cyprus’ international busi-
ness centre, the city is also at the heart of
one of the island’s richest areas for explora-
tion, with archaeological remains, beaches
and the verdant mountains of the Troodos
region all within easy reach.

History

In 1191 the crusader king, Richard the Lion-
heart, put Lemesos on the map when he
defeated the then ruler of Cyprus, Isaak
Komninos, and took Cyprus and Lemesos
for himself.

The city prospered for more than 200
years with a succession of Knights Hospi-
taller and Templar as its rulers until earth-
quakes, marauding Genoese (1373) and
Saracens (1426) reduced Lemesos’ fortunes
to virtually zero. The city was still creating
a bad impression in the mid-20th century:
Lawrence Durrell, writing in 1952 in Bitter
Lemons of Cyprus, noted upon arrival in
Lemesos that ‘...we berthed towards sun-
rise in a gloomy and featureless roadstead,
before a town whose desolate silhouette
suggested that of a tin-mining village in
the Andes’

Lemesos grew up quickly following the
Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974, replac-
ing Famagusta (Magusa) as the nation’s
main port. It also needed to expand to
keep up with the Republic’s growing tourist
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boom. Originally comprising what is today
known as the old town, radiating out from
the historic fishing port, Lemesos has out-
grown its original geographic limits to now
encompass a sprawling tourist suburb. Sign-
posted as the ‘tourist centre, this is a riotous
confusion of hotels, bars and restaurants,
and you could be excused for forgetting that
the sea is there at all.

© Sights & Activities

Most of the main sights are within walking
distance of the old port. The principal shop-
ping artery is Agiou Andreou, one street
back from the waterfront. Beach lovers will
have to head west out of town, where several
popular beach resorts are strung along the
coast. Less commercialised, more attractive
beaches are located further west, including
Kourion, Melanda and Avdimou.

BpoHTNIES I

MEDIEVAL MUSEUM

In order to fully appreciate the castle,
don’'t miss its Medieval Museum
(adult €3.40; €9am-5pm Mon-Sat, 10am-
1pm Sun). The building is an intriguing
collection of vaults and air shafts, and
the museum’s interior is divided into a
series of rooms and chambers on
varying levels. All have thematic dis-
plays of Byzantine and medieval ob-
jects, including Ottoman pottery, gold
religious objects, tombstones, suits of
armour and weapons. In the Grand Hall,
to the right and on a lower level as you
enter, there are displays of black-and-
white photos of Byzantine sites all over
Cyprus. Climb up to a rooftop terrace
for sweeping views over the city.
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