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Whether you’ve got six days or
60, these itineraries provide a
starting point for the trip of a
lifetime. Want more inspiration?
Head online to lonelyplanet.com
/thorntree to chat with other
travellers.

itineraries

MEDITERRANEAN g
SEA -

o
/ o
W ‘[//
Mgrfou / ye
ay ) : icosi ‘ Famagusta
T / North Nicosia/ (
' ~~ N Lefkosia Bay
amas /
ni o
Lara CYPRUS P
Beach Troddos . ’ Larnaka
_ Massif Y
Coral o Va
Bay Lemesos : =

3
Petra tou mﬁ@\{) Akrotiri
Romiou Kouri Bay

Two Weeks

Top Spots in the Republic of Cyprus

Fly into Larnaka and kick back on the beach, then visit the Pierides Museum and

explore the town. Day three, head for Lefkosia, to spend a couple of days getting

to know the historical centre with its museums, shops and traditional restaurants.

Reward yourself with a soothing massage at the hammam (Turkish baths). Day five,
20 to the mountainous Troddos to trek, cycle, stroll, explore the tavernas or admire the
exquisite Byzantine churches.

Roll down to Lemesos, stopping off at Neolithic Choirokeitia. Spend a couple of nights
enjoying the varied sights and superb restaurants of the island’s second city. Next day, visit
nearby Ancient Kourion. Make sure you take a dip at the mythic Petra tou Romiou
(Aphrodite’s Rock & Beach).

On day 11, head to Pafos, with its mosaics and mysterious Tombs of the Kings. Base
yourself in traditional agrotourism accommodation on the Akamas Peninsula, near some
of the loveliest stretches of sand in the South, such as Lara Beach. Fly home from Larnaka
or Pafos.
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10 Days

From Karpas to Akamas: Spanning the Peninsulas

From Larnaka airport head for the Karpas (Kirpasa) Peninsula, some-

where that will linger in your memory for years to come. This ‘tail end’ of the

island has positively the best beaches, deserted and clean, with soft, golden

sand. Turtles hatch at Golden Beach (Nangomi Bay), where there’s an official
turtle-hatching programme, and wild donkeys, once Cyprus’ equivalent of a lorry
and even a currency, roam the endless fields. Spend at least two days here, including
visiting the eco village at Biilyiikkonuk, climbing Kantara Castle and bedding down at
one of our recommended hotels.

Head back to the South via Ancient Salamis, the North’s most impressive archaeo-
logical site. Dip into the sea at the adjacent beach before lunching at one of nearby
Famagusta’s atmospheric restaurants in the heart of the walled city, overlooking the Lala
Mustafa Pasa mosque. Move on and stay overnight in Larnaka. Spend a day exploring
the city, not forgetting the fascinating salt lake, a magnet for migrant birds, including
flamingos. The next day, hightail it to Lemesos for some of the most sophisticated
dining choices on the island. Stay overnight and make an early start heading inland to the
Troodos Massif to work off all those calories with some scenic striding out. This region
offers some of the island’s best hiking opportunities, with four marked trails. After a night
or two in bucolic surroundings, continue on the nature trail via the Cedar Valley, taking a
soul-searching culture break at the Kykkos Monastery en route.

Stop at pretty Fyti for a meal at the central taverna; pick up some souvenir stitchery and
stay at one of the nearby agrotourism accommodation options, surrounded by greenery and
birdsong. Continue this point-to-point peninsula tour by stopping at traditional villages,
like Simou, Drouseia and Ineia, from where you can drive westwards to Lara Beach, the
South’s best beach and, like the Karpas beaches, also a turtle-hatching zone. You are now
on the Akamas Peninsula, ideal for trekking, swimming and getting to know the region’s
rural life. The rocky Mediterranean landscape is home to the area’s typical juniper bushes
and low pines and, together with Lara, some wonderfully wild and windswept beaches.
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10 Days

A Journey Through Northern Cyprus

Providing you fly into Ercan airport, the first most obvious port of call will be

Famagusta. And a suitably evocative first stop it is too, with its Venetian walls,

looming and ruined Gothic buildings and Cyprus’ best-preserved Lusignan monu-

ment, the magnificent Lala Mustafa Pasa mosque. Enjoy at least one meal at the
Ginkgo Cafe & Restaurant, one of the best of the sprawling terrace restaurants here. From
Famagusta, dig deeper into the past by heading north to Ancient Salamis, a spectacular
ancient site which you’ll need at least two hours to explore. After the exertion of absorbing
all that ancient history, head to the adjacent beach and cool down with a dip in the sea.

Follow the highway to the capital, North Nicosia, and spend a day or two exploring its
Old City. Take in highlights like the Biiylik Han and Selimiye Mosque then, time permit-
ting, enjoy a rejuvenating massage at the Biiyllk Hammam. Next, base yourself in pretty
Bellapais (Beylerbeyi), appreciating why Lawrence Durrell made this village his home
for so many years. Admire the ruins of Bellapais Abbey, then visit nearby, equally dreamy
St Hilarion Castle. Spend a day or two in picturesque Kyrenia, eating excellent seafood,
exploring the dark caves of Kyrenia Castle and seeing the oldest shipwreck in Cyprus. Con-
sider a boat cruise, a fishing trip or scuba-diving to the watery depths with one of the many
seafaring companies operating from the harbour.

Next, head west to Ancient Soloi and Ancient Vouni. Return to Kyrenia and drive
east, hiking up to Buffavento Castle, one of the three Lusignan castles perched atop the
Kyrenia Range. Continue eastwards down the coast and take the winding road up to
Kantara Castle, from where there are stunning views. Wind up your tour with a drive
down to the most beautiful part of the island, the Karpas (Kirpasa) Peninsula, ideal for
lovers of wild landscapes. This area has the island’s best beaches, such as Golden Beach
(Nangomi Bay), where turtles come to hatch. Fly home from Ercan airport, via the Turkish
mainland.
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One Week

Essential Northern Cyprus

Fly into Ercan and make your first

stop Kyrenia; this is the Mediterra-

nean as it used to be - a picturesque

stone harbour, ending abruptly at a
looming Byzantine castle. Splash out and stay
at a waterfront hotel for two (or even three)
nights. Before moving on, consider getting up
close and personal with the natural beauty of
the region by hiking part of the spectacular
Kyrenia Mountain Trail. For the best overview
of your surroundings, head for Bellapais
(Beylerbeyi), home of a lovely Augustinian
monastery with endless views of the surround-
ing mountains. Stay overnight, then backtrack
to Kyrenia, via St Hilarion Castle, and travel
the northwest coast, stopping at pretty Lapta
(Lapithos), and windswept Horse Shoe
Beach for some superb fresh seafood at the
beachside restaurant here. History buffs can
make an archaeological detour southwest to
visit Ancient Vouni and Ancient Soloi; other-
wise, hit the road to North Nicosia, spending
a day here visiting the sites, before continuing
to Famagusta and the captivating surrounds
ofthe Karpas (Kurpasa) Peninsula. Enjoy
the beaches and stay overnight at the unspoilt
fishing village of Bogaz (Bogazi) before
returning to Ercan, via Ancient Salamis, for
your flight home.
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Essential Northern Cyprus
=== Relaxing in the Republic

One Week
Relaxing in the Republic

Fly into Pafos and head north for a

flop on the unspoilt sandy stretch of

Kissonerga Bay. Next day, dig deep

into the island’s past at the extra-
ordinary Pafos archaeological site and
nearby Tombs of the Kings. After dark, dine
alfresco and head for the latest hot spot
for a drink and a dance. Day three, set off
across country northeast for a day of wine
tasting in the Troodos region and stay
in tranquil agrotourism accommodation
overnight. Then, leave all that nature
behind and head for the fascinating capital,
Lefkosia, for a day exploring the historic
old city with its traditional cafes, intriguing
museums and hubble-bubble whiff of the
Middle East. Continue your journey by stop-
ping in Larnaka, absorbing its workaday
bustle and filling your hand baggage with
crafts bought direct from the workshops
in the atmospheric former Turkish district.
Continue your circular tour with a visit to
Lemesos, with its stylish and compact old
town that’s home to some of the island’s
finest restaurants. Take a hiccup west for
a visit to the Cyprus Wine Museum before
continuing on to Pafos and your flight
back home.
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