
Best Places to Eat
¨¨ La Redaccion Cuba (p285)

¨¨ Vista Gourmet (p284)

¨¨ Esquerra (p285)

¨¨ Restaurante San José 
(p284)

Best Places to 
Sleep

¨¨ Iberostar Grand Hotel 
(p282)

¨¨Casa Muñoz – Julio & Rosa 
(p281)

¨¨Hostal del Rijo (p296)

¨¨Casa El Suizo (p281)

¨¨ El Capitan (p289)
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Trinidad & Sancti 
Spíritus Province

Why Go?
This small but well-endowed province is Cuba at its love-
liest, also guarding a precious chunk of the country’s fan-
tastical historical legacy. Sancti Spíritus Province boasts 
nature worth exploring. The best on Cuba’s underwhelm-
ing south coast, Playa Ancón is a stunner. And then there 
are mountains. Outside Trinidad, the haunting Escambray 
offers outstanding hiking on a network of picturesque 
trails.

A postcard come alive, Trinidad is one of the most intact 
colonial towns in the Americas, with red-tile roofs, cobble-
stone streets and pastel houses with castle-sized colonial 
doors. Its underdog rival, the city of Sancti Spíritus offers a 
more intangible, crumbling allure. In 2014, both celebrated 
their 500th anniversaries to much fanfare and an invigor-
ated shine on their finest architecture.

But there’s even more: a surprisingly varied cache of 
oft-overlooked curiosities, including lightly trodden eco-
parks, a seminal museum dedicated to guerrilla icon 
Camilo Cienfuegos, and the Unesco-protected Bahía de 
Buenavista.

When to Go
¨¨ Trinidadians don’t wait long after Christmas to rediscover 

their celebratory style. The popular Semana de la Cultura 
Trinitaria (Trinidad Culture Week) takes place during the 
second week of January and coincides with the city’s feted 
anniversary.

¨¨ The quiet month of May is a good time to visit this province, 
as you can avoid both the crowds and bad weather during the 
quiet off-season.

¨¨ Stick around until June and you’ll witness Trinidad’s second 
big annual shindig, the Fiestas Sanjuaneras, a local carnival 
where rum-fueled horsemen gallop through the streets. Take 
cover!

Includes 
Trinidad . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  277
Playa Ancón  
& Around. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 288
Valle de los  
Ingenios. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 289
Topes de  
Collantes. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 290
Sancti Spíritus . .  .  .  .  . 293
Northern Sancti  
Spíritus . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 299

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



Trin
idad & San

cti Spíritus Pro
vin

ce ﻿
Trin

idad & San
cti Spíritus Pro

vin
ce ﻿

Trinidad & Sancti Spíritus Province Trini
d

ad &
 Sancti


 Spíritu

s Pro
vinc


e H

ig
h

lig
hts



4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

44 4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
444 44 44 4

4
444 4

4
4

4 4 4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4 44 44
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
55

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

5
5

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

Y

Y

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

^

]

]

]

\

\

#

#

Ù

Ù

R

#

#

÷

÷

#–

Ba
hí

a 
de

 P
er

ro
s

VI
LL

A 
CL

AR
A

PR
O

VI
N

CE
CI

EN
FU

EG
O

S
PR

O
VI

N
CE CA

R
IB

BE
AN

SE
A

CI
EG

O
 D

E 
ÁV

IL
A

PR
O

VI
N

CE

La
gu

na
de

 la
Le

ch
e

Em
ba

ls
e

Av
ilé

s

Em
ba

ls
e

H
an

ab
an

ill
a

Em
ba

ls
e

Za
za

Em
ba

ls
e

Le
br

ije

Pa
rq

ue
 N

at
ur

al
To

pe
s 

de
 C

ol
la

nt
es

Río Jatibonico

Río Zaza

Rí
o

Zaza

Aut
op

i s
ta

N
ac

io
na

l

C
ar

re
te

ra
Ce

nt
ra

l

Carrete

ra
Centra

l

C
ar

re
te

ra
C

en
tr

al

Si
er

ra
 d

el
Es

ca
m

br
ay

Sie
rr

a
de

Ja
tib

on
ic

o

Pi
co

 d
e

Sa
n 

Ju
an

(1
15

6m
) La

 B
oc

a
Iz

na
ga

Pu
nt

a 
de

Ju
da

s
El

 E
st

er
o

R
ea

l

M
ey

er

Ji
ba

co
a

P
er

ea

P
ri

m
er

o
de

 E
ne

ro

C
al

et
a 

de
M

uñ
oz

La
 S

ie
rr

ita

Zu
lu

et
a

G
üi

ni
a 

de
M

ira
nd

a

La
 L

om
a

V
en

ez
ue

la

M
aj

ag
ua

C
eb

al
lo

s

Fl
or

en
ci

a
Ta

m
ar

in
do

C
ha

m
ba

s

M
ay

aj
ig

ua

Ja
tib

on
ic

oA
rr

oy
o

B
la

nc
o

Ta
gu

as
co

Ya
gu

aj
ay

Ja
ra

hu
ec

a

G
ua

yo
s

G
ua

si
m

al
La

 S
ie

rp
e

Tu
na

s 
de

 Z
az

aB
an

ao

C
as

ild
aC

on
da

do

Fo
m

en
to

C
um

an
ay

ag
ua

P
ot

re
ri

llo

R
an

ch
ue

lo

M
an

ic
ar

ag
ua

Em
ba

rc
ad

er
o

de
 J

úc
ar

o

M
ar

ro
qu

í

S
an

 J
os

é 
de

l L
ag

o

La
 G

üi
ra

C
ar

ac
us

ey

To
pe

s 
de

C
ol

la
nt

es

El
 J

ib
ar

o

C
ab

ai
gu

án

Pl
ac

et
as

M
or

ón

Ci
eg

o 
de

 Á
vi

la

Ig
ua

rá

A
lb

er
to

 D
el

ga
do

 A
irp

or
t

Pa
rq

ue
 N

ac
io

na
l C

ag
ua

ne
s

A
ltu

ra
s

de
 B

an
ao

El
 N

ic
ho

Ca
sc

ad
a

El
 C

ub
an

o
#5

Pl
ay

a 
A

nc
ón

#1#7 Tr
in

id
ad

#6Sa
lt

o 
de

l
C

ab
ur

ní
#2Va

lle
 d

e
lo

s 
In

ge
ni

os
#3Sa

nc
ti

Sp
ír

it
us

#4 Jo
bo

Ro
sa

do
Re

se
rv

e

#÷

H
or

se
ba

ck
Ri

di
ng

DPla
ya

 G
iró

n 
(1

04
km

);
Ha

va
na

 (2
32

km
)

DRe
m

ed
io

s
(1

0k
m

)

D
Ca

m
ag

üe
y

(9
5k

m
)

D

Ci
en

fu
eg

os
(3

7k
m

)

0
20

km
0

10
m

ile
s

#e

1
  T

rin
id

ad
 (p

27
7)

 V
is

iti
ng

 
m

us
eu

m
s 

an
d 

ba
sk

in
g 

in
 th

e 
co

lo
ni

al
 c

om
fo

rt
 o

f g
or

ge
ou

s 
ca

sa
s 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
es

 a
nd

 w
el

l-
he

el
ed

 re
st

au
ra

nt
s.

2
  V

al
le

 d
e 

lo
s 

In
ge

ni
os

 

(p
28

9)
 C

lim
bi

ng
 th

e 
to

w
er

 a
t 

th
e 

M
an

ac
a 

Iz
na

ga
 fo

r a
 k

ill
er

 
vi

ew
 o

f t
he

 U
ne

sc
o-

lis
te

d 
si

te
s 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

is
 lu

sh
 v

al
le

y.

3
  S

an
ct

i S
pí

rit
us

 (p
29

3)
 

St
ro

lli
ng

 w
ith

ou
t a

n 
iti

ne
ra

ry
 

ar
ou

nd
 th

is
 c

ity
’s

 re
ce

nt
ly

 
re

no
va

te
d 

co
lo

ni
al

 s
tr

ee
ts

.

4
  J

ob
o 

Ro
sa

do
 R

es
er

ve
 

(p
29

9)
 E

xp
lo

rin
g 

th
e 

w
oo

dl
an

ds
, w

at
er

fa
lls

 a
nd

 w
ar

 
hi

st
or

y 
in

 th
is

 ri
ch

 re
se

rv
e.

5
  P

la
ya

 A
nc

ón
 (p

28
8)

 
Re

nt
in

g 
a 

ho
us

e 
in

 L
a 

B
oc

a 
to

 
en

jo
y 

th
e 

su
ns

et
 h

ou
rs

 o
n 

th
e 

sa
nd

s 
of

 th
is

 p
op

ul
ar

 b
ea

ch
.

6
  S

al
to

 d
el

 C
ab

ur
ní

 (p
29

1)
 

H
ik

in
g 

to
 a

 fr
ig

id
 n

at
ur

al
 

ba
th

in
g 

po
ol

 a
nd

 d
iv

in
g 

in
!

7
  H

or
se

ba
ck

 R
id

in
g 

(p
28

0)
 

Vi
si

tin
g 

th
e 

co
w

bo
y-

co
ol

 
co

un
tr

ys
id

e 
ar

ou
nd

 T
rin

id
ad

.

	T
ri

ni
da

d 
&

 S
an

ct
i S

pí
ri

tu
s 

P
ro

vi
nc

e 
H

ig
hl

ig
ht

s


