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Guantanamo Province

[Z)o21 / POP 510,863
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Why Go?

To most of the world Guantdnamo conjures up pictures of
nameless prisoners in orange jumpsuits. But Cuba’s wettest,
driest, hottest, oldest and most mountainous province is
far more than an anachronistic US Naval Base. Cuba in the
modern sense started here in 1511, when Diego Velazquez
and his band of colonizers landed uninvited on the rain-
lashed eastern coastline. Today it lives on in Baracoa, the
city Velazquez founded, one of the country’s most isolated
settlements and beautifully unique as a consequence.

The province’s rugged transport artery is La Farola, one
of the seven engineering marvels of modern Cuba, a weav-
ing roller-coaster that travels from the dry cacti-littered
southern coast up into the humid Cuchillas de Toa Moun-
tains. Overlaid by the fecund Parque Nacional Alejandro de
Humboldt, this heavily protected zone is one of the last few
swaths of virgin rainforest left in the Caribbean and guards
an incredible array of endemic species.

‘When to Go

Baracoa’s biggest festival is in April when locals hit the
streets to celebrate the 1895 landing of Antonio Maceo. The
city of Guantanamo gets equally animated in mid-December
when it lifts the cloak on its indigenous music in the Festival
Nacional de Changiii. Guantanamo’s climate varies hugely,
but it’s dependent more on geography than season. Baracoa
is prone to some heavy storms. To avoid the worst of them,
don’t come during September and October.
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