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Why Go?
Glancing from your window as you leave Havana, you will 
see a flat, fertile plain stretching away from the capital. As 
far as the eye can see – west to the mountainous Sierra 
de Rosario and east to Matanzas province’s wildlife-rich 
swamps – spreads a patchwork of dusty farmland and 
cheerful one-horse towns and hamlets. Travel-wise this has 
been bypassed by tourists, and has instead long been the 
bastion of weekending habaneros (Havana folk).

This could – possibly – be changing. Formerly Havana 
province, this region was has been redefined in 2011 as the 
all-new dual provinces of Artemisa and Mayabeque.

Artemisa’s big draw is Cuba’s gorgeously situated eco-
capital, Las Terrazas. Mayabeque beckons with beaches 
of Varadero-quality sand (without the crowds), and one of 
Cuba’s greatest train journeys: the delightful Hershey train, 
which traverses the gentle, lolling countryside to Matanzas.

Time, maybe, to step back and live Cuban-style: in the 
slow, infinitely more intriguing lane.

When to Go
The provinces’ big attractions vary considerably climate-
wise. Because of their unique geographical situation, Soroa 
and Las Terrazas have a microclimate: more rain and mini-
mum monthly temperatures 2°C to 3°C colder than Havana. 
As it gets hotter later here than elsewhere in the region, 
February through May is the optimum time to visit, being 
warm without being significantly wet. April sees the prov-
inces’ premier festival, the International Humor Festival in 
San Antonio de los Baños; December through April is best 
for the beaches at Playa Jibacoa.

Artemisa & Mayabeque 
Provinces
%047  /  Pop 883,838

Artemisa Province. . . .   144
San Antonio de los 
Baños. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              144
Artemisa. . . . . . . . . . .            145
Soroa. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              146
Las Terrazas. . . . . . . .        148
Bahía Honda. . . . . . . . .        151
Mayabeque Province. 151
Playa Jibacoa. . . . . . .        152
Jaruco. . . . . . . . . . . . .              155
Surgidero de 
Batabanó. . . . . . . . . . .            155

Best Places to Eat
»» El Romero (p150)

»» Patio de María (p151)

»» El Criollo (p155)

Best Places  
to Stay

»» Hotel Moka (p150)

»» Hospedaje los  
Sauces (p147)

»» Hotel & Villas  
Soroa (p147)

»» Campismo los  
Cocos (p153)

»» Hotel las Yagrumas (p145)

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



143

﻿ ﻿Artem
isa & M

ayabeq
ue Provin

ces ﻿
Artem

isa & M
ayabeq

ue Provin
ces ﻿

To
 P

la
ya

 G
ir

ón
 (

10
2k

m
);

C
ie

nf
ue

go
s 

(1
59

km
);

Sa
nt

a 
C

la
ra

 (
18

3k
m

)
de

 la
 B

ro
a

E
ns

en
ad

a

G
ul

f o
f M

ex
ic

o

A
rt

em
is

a
M

ay
ab

eq
u
e

M
at

an
za

s
P
ro

vi
n
ce

C
it

y 
o

f
H

av
an

a

Es
ta

nt
e

El

H
A

V
A

N
A

M
at

an
za

s

G
ua

na
bo

C
ris

tó
ba

l
Sa

n
Ba

ta
ba

nó

R
ey

es
U

ni
ón

 d
e

Ja
ru

co

M
ad

ru
ga

N
ue

va
 P

az
Sa

n 
N

ic
ol

ás

G
üi

ne
s

M
el

en
a 

de
l S

ur

Be
ju

ca
l

Q
ui

vi
cá

n
A

lq
uí

za
r

G
ua

na
ja

yC
ai

m
ito

B
au

ta

Pu
nt

a 
Br

av
a

A
rc

os
 d

e
C

an
as

í

Pu
er

to
Es

co
nd

id
o

Ja
ru

co
Bo

ca
 d

e
Sa

nt
a 

C
ru

z
de

l N
or

te

Sa
n 

A
nt

on
io

de
 R

ío
 B

la
nc

o

C
am

ilo

H
er

sh
ey

(H
er

sh
ey

)

Ja
rd

in
es

 d
e

C
am

po
Fl

or
id

o
C

ie
nf

ue
go

s
Jib

ac
oa

Pu
eb

lo

Sa
n 

A
nt

on
io

de
 C

ab
ez

as

C
at

al
in

a
de

 G
üi

ne
s

Sa
n 

Jo
sé

de
 la

s 
La

ja
s

Su
rg

id
er

o 
de

Ba
ta

ba
nó

M
el

en
a

G
üi

ra
 d

e

C
ay

aj
ab

os

C
an

de
la

ria

C
ab

añ
as

M
ar

ie
l A

rt
em

is
a

M
ir

ad
or

 d
e

B
ac

un
ay

ag
ua

Pu
er

to
 E

sc
on

di
do

C
ub

am
ar

Ta
ra

rá
C

an
al

 d
e

B
lu

e 
R

ee
f

D
iv

in
g 

C
en

te
r

C
an

to
 d

e 
Sa

nt
a 

Fe
;

C
an

to
 d

el
 V

ie
jo

 y
 E

l M
ar

G
ol

fo
 d

e 
B

at
ab

an
ó

Si
er

ra
 d

e 
R

os
ar

io

Pl
ay

as
 d

el
 E

st
e

L
a 

Pl
ay

ita
M

aj
an

a
Pl

ay
a

V
al

le
 d

e
Y

um
ur

í
Pl

ay
a

Sa
la

do

Pl
ay

a
B

ar
ac

oa

Ji
ba

co
a

R
ío

Río Hondo

A
ir

po
rt

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l
Jo

sé
 M

ar
tí

R
an

ch
ón

G
av

io
ta

V
ía

 B
la

nc
a

Central

Carr
ete

ra

(A
1)

A
ut

op
is

ta
Nac

io
na

l

Ha

Au to
pi

st
a

(A
4)

de
l R

ío

ta
Ha

ba

H
ab

an
a-

M
ar

ie
l

na
-P

in
ar

Autopis

Au
to

pi
st

a 

ana -Melena
b

Ja
ru

co
E
sc

al
er

as
 d

e
P
ar

q
u
e

P
la

ya
Ji

b
ac

o
a

H
er

sh
ey

E
le

ct
ri

c
R

ai
lw

ay

S
an

 A
n
to

n
io

d
e 

lo
s 

B
añ

o
s

Te
rr

az
as

L
as

S
o
ro

a

1
 S

pl
it 

yo
ur

 s
id

es
 a

t S
an

 
An

to
ni

o 
de

 lo
s 

B
añ

os
’ M

us
eo

 
de

l H
um

or
 (p

14
4)

2
 H

ik
e 

th
e 

hi
lls

 a
bo

ve
 

ve
rd

an
t S

or
oa

 (p
14

7)

3
 G

o 
gr

ee
n 

at
 L

as
 Te

rr
az

as
 

(p
14

9)
, C

ub
a’

s 
pr

im
ar

y 
ec

o-
vi

lla
ge

 w
he

re
 th

e 
sl

op
es

 h
av

e 
be

en
 re

pl
an

te
d 

w
ith

 tr
ee

s,
 

or
ch

id
s,

 p
ai

nt
er

s 
an

d 
po

et
s

4
 L

ux
ur

ia
te

 a
t t

he
 H

ot
el

 
M

ok
a 

(p
15

0)
 a

t L
as

 T
er

ra
za

s,
 

th
e 

co
un

tr
y’

s 
fir

st
 a

nd
 b

es
t 

ec
o-

ho
te

l

5
 E

sc
ap

e 
th

e 
to

ur
is

t t
ra

ils
 o

n 
th

e 
hi

st
or

ic
 H

er
sh

ey
 E

le
ct

ric
 

Ra
ilw

ay
 (p

15
4)

6
 B

ag
 a

 b
ea

ch
 re

tr
ea

t w
ith

 a
 

ca
bi

n 
at

 C
am

pi
sm

o 
lo

s 
Co

co
s 

(p
15

3)
 b

es
id

e 
al

lu
rin

g 
 P

la
ya

 J
ib

ac
oa

7
 F

ea
st

 w
ith

 a
 v

ie
w

 a
nd

 w
ith

 
w

ee
ke

nd
in

g 
H

av
an

a 
fo

lk
 a

t 
sc

en
ic

 P
ar

qu
e 

Es
ca

le
ra

s 
de

 
Ja

ru
co

 (p
15

5)

A
rt

em
is

a 
&

 M
ay

ab
eq

ue
 P

ro
vi

nc
es

 H
ig

hl
ig

ht
s




