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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London,
Oakland and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great
guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse'.

OUR WRITERS

Anja Muti¢

Coordinating Author, Zagreb, Zagorje, Slavonia, Istria, Split & Central Dalmatia
It's been more than two decades since Anja left her native Croatia. The journey
took her to several countries before she made New York City her base 13 years
ago. But the roots are a'calling. She’s been returning to Croatia frequently for
work and play, intent on discovering a new place on every visit, be it a nature
park, an offbeat town or a remote island. She's happy that Croatia’s beauties
are appreciated worldwide, but secretly longs for the time when you could head to Hvar and
hear the sound of crickets instead of blasting music. Anja also wrote the Welcome to Croatia,

17 Top Experiences, Need to Know, What's New, If You Like, Month by Month, Itineraries, Regions
ata Gla_n_ce, Croatia Today, Culture & People and [REE6) eI 2l Bmi AT i
The Cuisine chapters. lonelyplanet.com/members/anjamutic

Vesna Maric

Kvarner, Northern Dalmatia, Dubrovnik & Southern Dalmatia Vesna was born in
Mostar, Bosnia and Hercegovina, but has always cherished the Adriatic coast
above all other places. Getting a chance to revisit her beloved Dubrovnik and
Zadar, and discover the Kvarner coast and islands, has made her fall in love
with Croatia all over again, despite the numerous sea urchins determined to
make their way into her heels. For this edition, she particularly loved wander-
ing the tiny streets of Rab Town, swimming off quiet coves on the islands of LoSinj and Cres, and
tasting sushi in Dubrovnik, all with her two-year-old in tow. Vesna also wrote the Travel with Children,
History, The Natural Environment, The Arts, Directory A-Z and Transport chapters.
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Itineraries

Essential Croatia

Two Weeks

Take in the heavyweights of Croatia in this two-week journey from the
continent to the coast, including the capital city, a pair of national parks

and the gems of the Dalmatian coast.

ZAGREB

Pag
Island
Plitvice Lakes
. National Park
ADRIATIC
SEA zatary Krka

National
Kornati Ou. Park

Islands
Trogir\f St
Split

\Dubrovnik

» Start in the capital, Zagreb (p38), and
take a long weekend to delve into its sim-
mering nightlife, fine restaurants and choice
museums.

» Head south to the World-Heritage-listed
Plitvice Lakes National Park (pl177) and
spend the day exploring its verdant maze of
turquoise lakes and cascading waterfalls.

» Go down to Zadar (p169), one of
Croatia's most underrated cities. It's a real
find: historic, modern, active and packed
with attractions.

» Take a day trip to Pag Island (p184) and
try some of that famous cheese. If it's the
height of summer, go partying on one of its
beaches.

Clockwise from top left

1 Dalmatian architecture, Trogir (p216) 2 Church of St
Donat, Zadar (p169) 3 Skradinski Buk, Krka National
Park (p193)

» Swim under the stupendous falls at Krka
National Park (p193) or chill out at the gor-
geous Kornati Islands (p194).

» Stroll through the pretty streets of post-
card-perfect Trogir (p216).

» Meander around the Roman ruins of Solin
(p216).

» Prepare yourself for one of the region'’s
best sights: Diocletian’s Palace in Split
(p197) is a living part of this exuberant
seafront city.

» Next, take it easy down the winding
coastal road to Dubrovnik (p242), a mag-
nificent city whose beauty is bound to blow
you away.
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Cream of the
Coast

Two Weeks

Discover the stunners of Croatia’s
coast in two weeks — from Istria’s
favourite getaways to the jewels
of Kvarner and all the way south
to Dalmatia’s greatest hits,

both on the mainland and the
islands.

Opatija Rijeka

Pore¢

Rovinj%

Pulakf Lopar
Rab Town
Zadar
ADRIATIC Split
;‘IE/I Bre

Pakleni
Islands

(f Hvar Island

Vis Island

» Start your journey in the town of Porec
(p113), admiring the World-Heritage-listed
Euphrasian Basilica.

» Head south for the Venetian-inspired
architecture and cobblestone streets of
Rovinj (p106).

» Move on to Pula (p98) to tour the evoca-
tive Roman ruins and amphitheatre, and
enjoy some beachside R&R.

» Go north, making a pit stop in the old
Austrian resort of Opatija (p139) for a stroll
along the seaside promenade and killer
views of the Kvarner coast.

» From nearby Rijeka (p133), Kvarner's
capital, you can take a catamaran to pretty
Rab Town (p161) on Rab Island. After wan-

MIjt O

Clockwise from top left
10Id Town, Split (p197) 2 Diving at Vis Island (p238)
3 Opatija (p139) 4 Euphrasian Basilica (p114), Poreé

Dubrovnik

dering the ancient town, relax on the aptly
named Paradise Beach at Lopar (p166).

» Next, visit historic Zadar (p169) for its
wealth of museums, churches, cafes and
bars.

» Travel south to Split (p197), a buzzing
city and a great base to explore the beaches
of Brela (p224) and the nearby islands.

» On Brac, visit pretty Bol (p227).

» Hop over to chic Hvar Island (p230)

and the Pakleni Islands (p232) for some
clothing-optional sunbathing.

» For a few days of real rest, great food and
plenty of diving, Vis (p237) is your island.

» From Split, drive down to Dubrovnik
(p242) to explore the city's gleaming
marble streets, vibrant street life and fine
architecture.

» Don't miss a hop to the gorgeous island of
Mijet (p261), where the verdancy, salt lakes
and tranquillity heal the soul.
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City & Country:
Zagreb &
Around

One Week

Soak up the delights of the
pocket-size capital of Zagreb and
then head off for green pastures,
old towns and fairy-tale castles.

Trako$¢an
Castle
Krapina
Kumrovec
Klanjec Marija

Bistrica

J
Zagor%
L’Q ZAGREB

Samobor

» Start off in Croatia’s dynamic capital,
Zagreb (p38), to enjoy its museums, art and
nightlife.

» Head to charming little Samobor (p66)
for top-class cakes and countryside treks.

» Go forth and explore where not many
tourists have gone before in Zagorje (p68),
a bucolic landscape of forests, pastures and
farms. Start with Klanjec (p80) and discover
the art of Antun Augustingi¢ in the town
museum.

» Don't miss the birthplace of Croatia's
most famous son — Josip Broz Tito — at
Kumrovec (p80). It's not a communist site
but a fascinating examination of traditional
village life.

Varazdin

Clockwise from top left
1 Samobor (p66) 2 Zagorje (p68) 3 Dining in
Zagreb (p55) 4 Trakos¢an Castle (p76)

» To get acquainted with your Neanderthal
ancestors, visit the swanky Museum of the
Krapina Neanderthal in Krapina (p77).

» If you have a thing for the mystery of
times past, you'll revel in Trakos¢an Castle
(p76) and its verdant grounds.

» For more history, head to the beautifully
restored castle-fortress at Varazdin (p69).
Immerse yourself in the town's baroque
architecture for an afternoon.

» On the way south, stop at the pilgrimage
site of Marija Bistrica (p80) for heady views
of the surrounding region.
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East to West:
Slavonia &
Istria

10 Days

Explore the bucolic region of
Slavonia in Croatia’s east, then
head southwest to the Istrian
peninsula for hilltop medieval
towns, top food and rural hotels.

Groznjan
\ Motovun

Buzet
Hum

Pazin
Istria
Bale Svetvingenat

ADRIATIC

SEA

» Start your trip in Slavonia, on the eastern
edge of Croatia. Explore the Hungarian-
influenced town of Osijek (p84) on the
Drava River.

» Move on to Kopacki Rit Nature Park
(p90), with its profusion of birdlife and lush
waterways.

» Next, spend a day in the ethno-village of
Karanac (p91), enjoying local food special-
ities and traditions.

» Head southwest towards Istria (p95). The
Istrian peninsula carries the foodie crown for
its delicate truffles, air-dried ham, yummy
olives and excellent wines. Stop for a meal
and a wander around the world's smallest
town, Hum (p127).

Karanac

/

Clockwise from top left
1 Bale (p113) 2 Motovun (p128) 3 Croatian olive oil and
preserves
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» Explore the truffle epicentre of Buzet
(p125) and its scenic surroundings.

» Head towards Pazin (p123) to walk
through its famous chasm, which inspired
Jules Verne.

» Drive on to the gorgeous hilltop settle-
ments of Motovun (p128) and Groznjan
(p130).

» On the way south, stroll through

scenic Svetvinc¢enat (p122), which has a
Renaissance-era main square with a castle.
» Unwind in captivating Bale (pl113).
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