
Best Places  
to Eat

¨¨ Elia & Diosmos (p166)

¨¨ Kritamon (p164)

¨¨ Pizza Ariadni (p179)

¨¨ Peskesi (p153)

¨¨ Vegera (p168)

Best Places  
to Stay

¨¨ Eleonas Cottages (p168)

¨¨ Villa Kerasia (p166)

¨¨ Villa Ippocampi (p184)

¨¨ Thalori Guest House (p181)

¨¨ Pension Kofinas (p181)
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Iraklio	
Why Go?
Iraklio (Ηράκλειο) is Crete’s most dynamic region, home 
to almost half the island’s population and its top-rated 
tourist site, the Minoan Palace of Knossos. Priceless treas-
ures unearthed here, and at the many other Minoan sites 
around Crete, have catapulted the archaeological museum 
in the capital city of Iraklio onto the world stage.

Admittedly, the coastal stretch east of Iraklio is one con-
tinuous band of hotels and resorts. But a few kilometres 
inland, villages sweetly lost in time provide a pleasing con-
trast. Taste the increasingly sophisticated tipple produced in 
the Iraklio Wine Country, walk in the footsteps of painter El 
Greco and writer Nikos Kazantzakis, and revel in the rustic 
grandeur of remote mountain villages such as Zaros.

On the quieter southern coast, the ex-hippie hang-out of 
Matala is the only developed resort, while in the charming 
villages the laid-back life unfolds much the way it has since 
time immemorial.
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1 Stand in awe of Minoan 
artistry at the Heraklion 
Archaeological Museum 
(p146).  
 

2 Sample the tasty local 
tipple in the Iraklio Wine 
Country (p165). 

3 Get high on knockout 
views from Phaestos (p172).  

4 Make a date with King 
Minos at the Palace of 
Knossos (p157). 

5 Marvel at nature’s 
creativity while hiking the 
Rouvas Gorge (p168). 

Iraklio Highlights


