
Why Go?
With one foot on either side of the Continental Divide and 
granite behemoths in every direction, Colorado’s northern 
mountains provide a glimpse of the top of the world. Here, 
the northern Rockies make an irresistible call to mountain-
lovers, regardless of whether the season calls for climbing 
them in hiking boots or shushing down them on skis. Steam-
boat is a world-class ski resort without the hype of other 
Colorado areas, and Rocky Mountain National Park and its 
surrounding wilderness areas and patchwork state parks is a 
sanctuary for wildlife and wildlife lovers alike.

In spring, summer and autumn, hiking and biking in state 
and national parks and forests continue to draw visitors. 
Many ski resorts transform into groomed mountain-biking 
areas, and campers make for high-altitude lakes. The region 
also boasts top-notch fishing, rafting and kayaking, weath-
ered ghost towns, horseback riding, camping and mountain 
touring until well after autumn turns the aspens gold.

Rocky Mountain 
National Park & 
Northern Colorado

When to Go

Jun–Sep  
Sunshine, per-
fect hiking and 
monstrous thun-
derheads attract 
visitors.

Sep–Oct  
Temperatures 
drop and the 
tourists vacate. 
The aspens turn 
golden.

Nov–Apr  
Crisp air and tons 
of snowfall bring 
skiers to low-key 
resort areas.
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Best Places to Eat
¨¨ Backcountry Deli (p160) 
¨¨ Big Horn Restaurant 

(p140) 

¨¨ Tasty Harmony (p146) 

¨¨ Bistro CV (p161) 

Best Places to 
Stay
¨¨ YMCA of the Rockies 

(p137) 

¨¨ Armstrong Hotel (p144) 
¨¨ Longs Peak Campground 

(p134) 

¨¨ Stanley Hotel (p139) 

Rocky Mountain  
National Park............. 130
Estes Park  ..................136
Fort Collins .................142 
Cache la Poudre  
River .......................... 150
Grand Lake  ................ 151
Granby  .......................153
Hot Sulphur Springs ..154
Kremmling  .................155
Steamboat Springs ....155
Craig  ..........................163
Dinosaur National 
Monument  .................163
Meeker ....................... 166

©Lonely¨Planet¨Publications¨Pty¨Ltd



6
6

6
6

6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

66

6

6
6

6
6

6
6
6
6

6
6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6
6

6
6
6
6

6
6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6

66

6

6
6
6

6
6

6
6

6
6

6

6 66

6
6

6
6

6
6

66 66 66 66

66
6
6

66 66
6
66 666 66

666
6 6
6

6 6
6
6

6
6
6

6

44
4

4

4 4

#

#

#
#

#

#

#
#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

\

\

]
\

\

]

\
\

\

\
\

]

^

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\
R

R

R

w

w

#–

W
Y
O
M
IN

G

St
ea

m
bo

at
La

ke

N
or

th
St

er
lin

g
R

es
er

vo
ir

Ja
ck

so
n

R
es

er
vo

ir
R

iv
er

si
de

R
es

er
vo

ir

La
ke

G
ra

nb
y

D
ro

w
sy

 W
at

er
 R

an
ch

Ca
ch

e 
La

Po
ud

re
W

ild
er

ne
ss

Ea
gl

es
 N

es
t

W
ild

er
ne

ss

En
ca

m
pm

en
t R

iv
er

W
ild

er
ne

ss

Fl
at

 T
op

s
W

ild
er

ne
ss

H
us

to
n 

Pa
rk

W
ild

er
ne

ss

M
ou

nt
 Z

ir
ke

l
W

ild
er

ne
ss

Pl
at

te
 R

iv
er

W
ild

er
ne

ss St
at

e
Fo

re
st

St
at

e 
Pa

rk

R
aw

ah
W

ild
er

ne
ss

Sa
rv

is
Cr

ee
k

W
ild

er
ne

ss

R
ou

tt
N

at
io

na
l

Fo
re

st

St
ea

m
bo

at
La

ke
 S

ta
te

 P
ar

k

M
ed

ic
in

e
Bo

w
 N

at
io

na
l

Fo
re

st

W
hi

te
 R

iv
er

N
at

io
na

l F
or

es
t

Pa
w

ne
e

N
at

io
na

l
G

ra
ss

la
nd

Co
m

an
ch

e 
Pe

ak
W

ild
er

ne
ss

Pl
at

te
 R

iv
er

 W
ild

er
ne

ss

A
ra

pa
ho

N
at

io
na

l
R

ec
re

at
io

n
A

re
a

D
in

os
au

r 
N

at
io

na
l

M
on

um
en

t
R

oc
ky

 M
ou

nt
ai

n
N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k

W
hi

te
 R

iv
er

Litt
le S

nake River

Ya
m

pa 
Ri

ve
r

Lo
dg

ep
ol

e 
Cr

ee
k

Ea
gl

e R
iv

er

G
re

en River

Co
lo

ra
do 

R
iv

er

M
t W

er
ne

r

Va
il

M
ou

nt
ai

n

H
ah

ns
 P

ea
k

Bl
ac

kt
ai

l
M

ou
nt

ai
n

Ei
se

nh
ow

er
Tu

nn
el

G
ra

nd
 L

ak
e

K
re

m
m

lin
g

D
in

os
au

r

H
ot

 S
ul

ph
ur

S
pr

in
gs

G
le

n 
H

av
en

W
al

de
n

G
le

n
H

av
en

R
ed

 F
ea

th
er

La
ke

s

R
an

ge
ly

G
ra

nb
y

Es
te

s
Pa

rk

S
te
rl
in
g

C
ra
ig

St
ea

m
bo

at
Sp

ri
ng

s

Fo
rt

M
or
ga

n

Fo
rt

 C
ol

lin
s

D
en

ve
r

B
ou

ld
er

Va
il

G
le
nw

o o
d

S
pr

in
gs

G
re

el
ey

M
ee

ke
r

D
en

ve
r

In
te
rn
at
io
na

l
A
irp

or
t

Co
nt

inen tal
 D

ivide

ß̀47
0

ß̀E-4
70

bä7
1

bä7
1

bä1
4

bä7
2

]Û28
5]Û28

7

]Û28
7

[Ù85

[Ù6
[Ù36

[Ù6

[Ù87

[Ù85

[Ù34
VU Ó76

VU Ó70

VU Ó25

[Ù40

bä6
4

bä1
3

bä1
3

VU Ó70

ß̀13
9

ß̀23
0

ß̀12
5 ß̀12

5

ß̀13
1

bä1
4

bä1
4

bä9

[Ù40

[Ù40

[Ù40

VU Ó25

]Û28
7

[Ù34
[Ù34

[Ù36

N
EB

R
AS

K
A

C
O
LO

R
A
D
O

#1

Fr
on

t
R

an
ge

#2
Lo

ng
s

Pe
ak

#3

#4
C

ac
he

 la
Po

ud
re

 R
iv

er

#5

#6

#7

VU Ó80

0
50

km
0

25
m
ile

s
#e

1
 W

at
ch

 a
 th

un
de

rh
ea

d 
ro

ll 
ov

er
 th

e 
ly

ric
al

 p
ea

ks
 

su
rr

ou
nd

in
g 

St
ea

m
bo

at
 

Sp
rin

gs
 (p

15
5)

.

2
 S

cr
am

bl
e 

to
 th

e 
to

p 
of

 

Lo
ng

s 
Pe

ak
 (p

13
1)

, o
ne

 o
f 

C
ol

or
ad

o’
s 

pr
ou

d 
14

er
s.

3
 R

id
e 

a 
cr

ui
se

r t
o 

N
ew

 
Be

lg
iu

m
 B

re
w

er
y 

(p
14

3)
 in

 
Fo

rt
 C

ol
lin

s 
fo

r a
 to

ur
 a

nd
 

ta
st

in
g 

of
 C

ol
or

ad
o 

m
ic

ro
br

ew
.

4
 C

as
t a

 fl
y 

fo
r w

ild
 tr

ou
t 

in
 th

e 
ru

sh
in

g 
w

at
er

s 
of

 th
e 

Ca
ch

e 
la

 P
ou

dr
e 

Ri
ve

r (
p1

50
).

5
 H

ik
e 

al
l d

ay
 b

ef
or

e 
cu

rli
ng

 
up

 b
y 

th
e 

fir
e 

at
 G

ra
nd

 L
ak

e’
s 

Sh
ad

ow
cl

iff
 L

od
ge

 &
 R

et
re

at
 

Ce
nt

er
 (p

15
2)

.

6
 V

is
it 

Es
te

s 
Pa

rk
 to

 c
lim

b 
th

e 
Ro

ck
ie

s 
af

te
r s

om
e 

cl
as

se
s 

fr
om

 C
ol

or
ad

o 
M

ou
nt

ai
n 

Sc
ho

ol
 (p

13
6)

, o
r c

re
ep

 

yo
ur

se
lf 

ou
t a

t S
ta

nl
ey

 H
ot

el
 

(p
13

9)
, i

ns
pi

ra
tio

n 
fo

r S
te

ph
en

 
Ki

ng
’s

 th
ril

le
r T

he
 S

hi
ni

ng
.

7
 L

iv
e 

ou
t t

he
 c

ow
bo

y 
fa

nt
as

y 
rid

in
g 

th
e 

ra
ng

e 
at

 
Dr

ow
sy

 W
at

er
 R

an
ch

 (p
15

3)
.

R
oc

ky
 M

ou
nt

ai
n 

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k 
&

 N
or

th
er

n 
C

ol
or

ad
o 

H
ig

hl
ig

ht
s


