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Whether you’ve got four days or
40, these itineraries provide a
starting point for the trip of a
lifetime. Want more inspiration?
Head online to lonelyplanet.

OO o com/thorntree to chat with other
ltlnerarles travelers.

WYOMING NEBRASKA

Rocky Mountain
National Park

Y{ulder
UTAH \/all Frlsco Denver

Breckenrldge

Leadwlle
KANSAS

NEW MEXICO OKLAHOMA

One Week
Denver & the Northern Rockies

A combination of the oh-so urban and the rustic mountain adventure is yours on this

unforgettable road trip. Spend a couple of days in Denver, riding the bike paths, shop-
ping in Cherry Creek and South Broadway, dining and partying in LoDo and taking in a
ball game. Head north through fun and funky Boulder to Rocky Mountain National
Park to spend a few days in the wilderness.

Hit the road south on Hwy 40 through Winter Park then west on 1-70 to Vail, where
there’s technical downhill mountain biking and access to a network of bike paths that
lead all the way to Breckenridge. Consider a river trip or perhaps a paraglide, and take the
gondola up to Eagle’s Nest for a taste of the Continental Divide.

Then drive the backroads through Minturn and Red Cliff into Leadville, where you
can stroll through history before taking Hwy 91 through lonely mountain towns, back
to Hwy 6, into Frisco and onto Breckenridge. Spend your last days here, exploring the
quaint historical district in the evenings and biking and hiking in the daylight. Get in a
river trip before heading back to Denver.
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O Boulder
Vail
O
O Breckenridge
Aspen ;
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Monumeént Ashcroft Colorado Springs
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Buena
Vista
. Great Sand Dunes
QO Telluride National Park
Durango Cuchara
Mesa Verde 6 o) o @)
National Park Pagosa Springs

Two Weeks (Spring-Fall)
The State of Colorado

Fly into the bedouin-esque compound that is Denver International Airport, rent a car

and head up to eco-groovy Boulder. This is the time to get your outdoor gear prepped
and stretch your legs and lungs by hitting one of the many bike paths or, if you're in Boul-
der, hike the Royal Arch Trail.

Head west on I-70 to Vail, where you can run a river, get in some downhill mountain
biking and enjoy a sushi feast at Osaki’s before continuing west to the stunning climbing
mecca of Colorado National Monument. Camp overnight and hit Black Ridge Canyons
Wilderness the next day for a hike in Rattlesnake Canyon. Head south and climb back into
the Rockies and into hippie-chic Telluride before heading south to Durango, where you
can hop the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad.

Next go deep into the Four Corners to see Mesa Verde Cliff Dwellings, then dip into
Pagosa Springs. If you're here in the middle to late summer, consider a two-day back-
packing trip in the nearby San Juan high country. Otherwise take the 160 east to the
Great Sand Dunes National Park on your way to Cuchara in the Spanish Peaks Wil-
derness - another fine under-the-radar hiking destination. Indulge yourself with a night
at the Broadmoor in Colorado Springs on your way north to Hwy 285, which you’ll take
to Hwy 24 and the up-and-coming paddlers’ paradise of Buena Vista, a great place to
get into some white water. There’s free camping and some sweet B&Bs here, too. Then
head north on Hwy 24 and turn onto Hwy 82 through Twin Lakes, over Independence
Pass (with epic Continental Divide views), and into tony, musical, adventurous Aspen.
Hike in the Maroon Bells Wilderness, bicycle to Asheroft and eat at the Pine Creek
Cookhouse. And when you've had your fill, double back over Independence Pass, through
Leadville, stop for fuel at the Minturn Saloon, before winding your way through Vail
and into historic Breckenridge for one last day and night of cycling, hiking, hot tubbing
and star gazing.
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Five Days

The Southwest

Head south from Grand Junction into

the stunning Colorado National Mon-
ument - a climbing paradise. Camp over-
night and hit Black Ridge Canyons Wilder-
ness and a hike beneath nine rock arches in
Rattlesnake Canyon before nesting in iiber-
groovy Telluride. Surrounded on three
sides by towering 13,000ft peaks, Telluride
is all strong coffee, historic buildings and
big nature. You have some hiking to do here,
whether it’s to the top of Ajax Peak, Bridal
Veil Falls (Colorado’s highest waterfall;
365ft) or to the summit of 14,246ft Mt Wil-
son, in the Lizard Head Wilderness Area.

Drive the Million Dollar Hwy through
Silverton to Durango, where you can
hop the Durango & Silverton Narrow
Gauge Railroad (a must). Explore the
turquoise jewelry and art galleries of the
town before driving deeper into the Four
Corners and Mesa Verde National Park.
These Ancestral Puebloan cliff dwellings
are massive and transporting: every breath
of whistling wind has more meaning here.
Spend the night beneath the stars here and
you might feel your mind wander deep into
dreamtime.

The Southwest
Bonus: San Juan Valley

Great Sand Dunes
National Park

Three More Days
Bonus: San Juan Valley

If you're lucky enough to have the time,

the southwest does deserve a full week.
This way you can spend more time in Tel-
luride, ensure you don’t miss Durango’s
train ride and take your time on the Mil-
lion Dollar Hwy. Then you can hike back-
country trails through luscious San Luis
Valley, where the terrain includes out-of-
nowhere volcanic rock formations, and His-
panic adobe churches sprout in otherwise
classic high-country alpine zones.

We love the hikes into Penitente Canyon;
trails are best accessed from La Garita.
From here you can head east to the Great
Sand Dunes National Park, or if you're a
cyclist you might disregard Pagosa Springs
and the San Juans entirely, and instead
head from Mesa Verde back to Fruita, out-
side of Grand Junction, where you have the
best single-track mountain biking in the US
at your doorstep.

29

SIIYVYINILI 1YL YNOA NVId



30

SIIYVYINILI 1YL 4NOA NV1d

Copper
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Beaver Creek OOO O

oArapahoe Basin
Keystone

Breckenridge

AspenO

Crested Butte O

O
Telluride

Five Days

SKki Country

Begin the experience in Vail (just three

hours from Denver and a shorter hop
from Eagle County Airport), where you’ll
have access to the most acreage (5289 to
be exact) of any ski area in the state. What
makes Vail so special is the back bowl ter-
rain (over 3000 acres). That’s where you’ll
find the experts, unless they happen to be at
the three terrain parks. Lift tickets in Vail
can also be used at Beaver Creek, which
fancies itself even more exclusive than Vail.
Tt was built to attract the 1976 Olympics (it
didn’t), but still boasts a World Cup down-
hill course.

Spend your next three days in Summit
County. Base yourself out of Brecken-
ridge, which has a nice percentage of be-
ginner runs, and some Killer chutes and
tree runs, and a ski resort spread over four
mountains. Summit County is also well
connected by free public transport, which
means you can get from here to the night
slopes at Keystone and over to Copper
Mountain, too. And your lift ticket is also
good at Arapahoe Basin if you fancy a
whiff of ‘the Beach.

Ski Country
Extra Time

Four More Days
Extra Time

Those with more time up their sleeves

will be able to hit more classic Colorado
ski areas. In that case, we’d advise you to
make Breckenridge your first stop. It’s
closer to Denver than Vail, and you get
more free public transit access to neighbor-
ing resorts than in Vail (although, to be fair,
the free public transit within Vail and Bea-
ver Creek is great, too).

From Breckenridge you should head
further west to Aspen, where you can ski
on four mountains: Aspen, Aspen High-
lands, Snowmass and Buttermilk, home to
the Winter X Games. Also, Aspen has the
best parties. Spend two nights here then,
when you get your fill of fluff and nose-
upwardness, venture to nearby but remote
Crested Butte, on the other side of the Ma-
roon Bells, with over 1000 skiable acres, a
healthy chunk of intermediate runs and a
massive superpipe. Or ditch the Aspen idea
entirely and go from Breck to Telluride in
one long day. Catering to the expert skier,
Telluride, locals like to say, is what Aspen
used to be.



OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

OUR WRITERS

Nate Cavalieri

Denver, Boulder, Northern Mountains, Northwest Colorado, Southwest Colo-
rado, San Luis Valley Nate's first extended stay in Colorado was unexpected:
his touring rock band couldn't afford the gas to get out of Fort Collins. His next
several trips through the state were more intentional, hiking and camping in the
Rockies and the parks in the southwest. He's authored a handful of titles for
Lonely Planet on California, the western United States and Latin America. After
a year-long trip around the world in 2010, he now lives with his better half in Brooklyn, New York.

Adam Skolnick

Boulder, Central Mountains, Eastern Colorado Adam is a third-generation Los

Angeleno whose family moved from the old country to Boyle Heights, the Fair-

¥R fax district and finally to Santa Monica. A freelance journalist, he writes about

N - travel, culture, health, sports and the environment for Lonely Planet, Men’s

f‘ : 1,:’ Health, Outside, Travel & Leisure and Spa. He worked on nine previous Lonely
e Planet guidebooks and has written a few unsold screenplays. He lives in Santa

Monica and Bali, but has an increasing fondness for Downtown and Echo Park. Read more about

Adam at www.adamskolnick.com. Adam also worked on the Plan, Understand and Survive sec-

tions of this book.

Rowan McKinnon

Denver, Southwest Colorado Rowan is an Australian freelance travel writer

and lapsed rock musician. He lives in Melbourne with his partner and children.
Rowan leapt at the chance of working in Colorado and casting his antipodean
eye across its rarefied Rocky Mountains landscapes, its cities and its rural com-
munities. Rowan's written about the US, the Caribbean and Australia, but his
specialist area is the island states of the South Pacific. See www.rowanmckinnon.com for more
information. Rowan also worked on the Understand and Survive sections of this book.
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