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Best Places to Eat

= Grandma (p880)

= Xianbaichéng Guitang Héle
Mian (p880)

= Nana's Cafe (p880)

= Jinchuan Douhuazhuang
(p885)

Best Places to
Sleep

= Inner Mongolia Hotel
(p879)

= Alxa Guesthouse (p890)
= Shangri-La (p886)
= Shangri-La Hotel (p880)

Why Go?
Mongolia. The name alone stirs up visions of nomadic herd-
ers, thundering horses and, of course, the warrior-emperor
Genghis Khan.

Travellers heading north of the Great Wall might half ex-
pect to see the Mongol hordes galloping through the vast
grasslands. The reality is rather different: 21st-century In-
ner Mongolia (AZ%H; Nei Ménggu) is a wholly different
place from Mongolia itself. The more-visited south of the
province is industrialised, prosperous and very much with-
in the realm of China’s modern economic miracle. Having
said that, Inner Mongolia is more than nine times the size
of England and the Mongolia of your dreams can be found
off the tourist route, amid the shimmering sand dunes of
the Badain Jaran Desert or the vast grasslands in the north.
Some effort is required to reach these areas, but the spectac-
ular scenery can make it an unforgettable journey.

When to Go
Hohhot
°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm
40/104 — —12/300
30/86—
20/68— [ [ ]
10/50 — . . . . . —8/200
0/32— . . [ ]
10/14- @ o 4/100
-20/-4 —
30/-22—
-40/-40 — -0
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May Good weather  Jul Hohhot and Aug & Sep The

and shoulder other regions best time to see
season equals host the annual the grasslands
good value. Naadam festival. and ride Mongo-

lia's famed horses.
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