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Tianjin & Hébéi
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Best
Architectural
Beauties

= Léngxing Temple (p138)
= Plning Temple (p144)

=» Putu6zongchéng Temple
(pl45)

= Jido Shan Great Wall (p147)

= Jiiménkou Great Wall
(p149)

= Yujiacun (p139)

Best Off the
Beaten Track
= Yujiactn (p139)

= Jimingyi (p149)

= Cangzhou's Iron Lion
(p140)

= Zhaozhou Bridge (pl141)

Why Go?

Béijing’s breadbasket, Hébéi (H[L) is a slow-moving pano-
rama of grazing sheep, brown earth and fields of corn and
wheat. Cosmopolitan Tianjin (K;%) may put on a dazzling
show, but the true charms of this region are its time-worn,
earthy textures and its deep-rooted historical narrative.

Hébéi offers the ideal chance to disengage from Béijing’s
modernity and frantic urban tempo, and experience a more
timeless China without having to travel too far. Wander
through ancient settlements and walled towns, skirt the
wild edges of the former Manchuria and journey to the ma-
jestic 18th-century summer retreat of the Qing emperors in
Chéngdé.

There are temples galore to explore, rarely visited stretch-
es of the Great Wall and remote towns and villages whose
ancient rhythms and rural seclusion make them the perfect
retreats for those prepared to venture slightly off the beaten
track.

When to Go
Tianjin
°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm
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Feb It's bitterly Apr & May Hébéi  Sep & Oct
cold, but Chinese  starts to thaw Autumn is Hébéi's
New Year temple out after the big most pleasant

winter freeze.
Comfortable
temperatures.

fairs in Zhengding
will warm your
spirits.

season; not too
hot, not too cold.
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Tianjin & Hébéi Highlights

@ Visit the staggering
collection of imperial buildings
at the Qing-dynasty getaway
of Chéngdé (p141)

© Explore the 1500-year-

old Léngxing Temple in the
pagoda-peppered town of
Zheéngding (p138)

© Step back in time as you
walk the cobbled streets of the

Ming-dynasty ‘stone village’ of
Yajiacin (p139)

@ Venture off the beaten
track to the walled village

of Jimingyi (p149), China’s
oldest surviving postal station
© Hike some of the less-
visited stretches of the Great
Wall at the Ming garrison town
of Shanhaiguan (p135)

Kangbdo Y ‘.
o <
Z
o}
<
Lénghua R
@ ° =,
Féngning © (}7, =
o - . /‘ w
Zhangbei (E 0chéngde
2
Zhangjiaksu g i i =
Xuanhua oJinshanling = "z
. SRR = finslle J ko
Huéi'an Q@ Jimingyi anglc?g G“:emaﬂNayl
0o Shachéng 2. @
. (Huailai) o .,
Datong Pan Zonhua )=, Sharthalgtan
(-] (207} 0@ Mountains Qinhuangdio @
Lesser Wutai BENING BAodi °. ALy
Mountain () Féngtai il
(2882m) . o O Tangshan
Cuthuangksu
ONinghé
. Dingxing @ ¢ OHangi
A\ c
K Xushur @ Tianjin -~ @Tanggi
‘f% Bioding @ aovs Chénguant\]noo
doyang / T4 antd R
NG ° anigsguan AL OTaipingcin Bohai Bay
)
Dingzhou @ <{~\\
© Xibaipo L L o
A Ay OCangzhou
Jingxing © zhengding
o @
o SHINAZHUANG
Yajiacan N
4 S A © Zhaoxian 0 Héngshui
angydn = Lo Laizhou
2 Binzhou $
= ® 0 Dézhou Bay
Nangong ©
© Xintai
Lianng°
© Handan © NAN
@ 0 100 kin
0

—— () miles

© Sip ltalian coffee and quaff
a German beer or two in the
European-inspired cityscape
of laid-back Tianjin (p129)

@ Be one of the few tourists
to hunt down the seemingly
long-forgotten Iron Lion of
Cangzhou (pl40), China's
oldest cast-iron sculpture



