©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

Shaanxi (Shanxi)

POP 37.4 MILLION

Includes »
Xran.............. 368
Around Xi'an........ 377
Hua Shan ......... 380
Hénchéng ......... 383
Yan'an ............ 384
Yalin.............. 386
Mizhi .............. 387
Best Historic
Sites
= Army of Terracotta
Warriors (p377)

=» Tomb of Emperor Jingdi
(p379)

= Big Goose Pagoda (p371)

= Yangjialing Revolution
Headquarters Site (p385)

Best Museums

= Forest of Stelae Museum
(p369)

= Shaanxi History Museum
(p371)

= Xianyang City Museum
(p379)

= Yan'an Revolution Museum
(p384)

Why Go?

Shaanxi (f£75) is where it all started for China. As the heart-
land of the Qin dynasty, whose warrior emperor united
much of China for the first time, Shaanxi was the cradle of
Chinese civilisation. Later on, XT'an was the beginning and
end of the Silk Road and a buzzing, cosmopolitan capital
long before anyone had heard of Béijing.

Shaanxi’s archaeological sites make it an essential desti-
nation. Around Xv'an there’s an excavated neolithic village
and numerous royal graves; chief among them the tomb of
Qin Shi Huang and his private Army of Terracotta Warriors.
Shaanxi has its share of contemporary history too; the caves
around Yan'an were the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP)
base in the 1930s and 40s.

Xran is an emergent travellers hub, with good nightlife,
museums, ancient pagodas and a fascinating Muslim Quar-
ter. Set aside time to visit the rural areas, with fascinating
villages barely touched by modern life and mountains that
were once home to hermits and sages.
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yourself.
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