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 Chile Today
 Too bad there is no award for the most dogged country, because Chile
would be a serious candidate. After an 8.8 earthquake hit off  the central
coast in February 2010, Chile dug in. The earthquake carried the power 
of 10,000 Hiroshima bombs: with the ensuing tsunami it was responsible 
for hundreds of deaths and US$30 billion dollars in damage. Yet two
months later, students returned to school, and the aff ected roads, ports
and airports were up. In large part the recovery depended on citizens 
who helped each other with no formal emergency response in place.

 Chile is no stranger to natural disaster (it was witness to the 2011 erup-
tions of Cordon Caulle, which also buried parts of Argentina under ash),
but it is a survivor. In recent times, the country has also had to deal with
another kind of aftershock – the consequence of prosperity.

 Mind the Gap
 In 2010 Chile became the fi rst South American country to earn member-
ship in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD). Chile is now ranked as the world’s 40th most developed coun-
try; healthcare has improved and life expectancy is up.

 Yet there is room for improvement. Of all OECD members, Chile has 
the greatest levels of inequality. The number of millionaires in Chile dou-
bled in the early 2000s, but the number of those living in extreme pov-
erty is over 600,000. Although poverty has declined in the past decade
by nearly a third, critics argue that the national poverty line is just too
low for an accurate picture.

 Behind the problem, many say, is education. There is little assistance 
for middle- or lower-class children to attend college. Tired of this, stu-
dents in 2011 took to the streets. When the Piñera government turned
a deaf ear, protesters broke out into Michael Jackson’s Thriller and pa-r

 »   Population: 
17 million
 »  Median age: 

32
 »  Internet 

users: 7 million
 »  Adult literacy: 

96%
 »  Unemploy-

ment: 6.9%
 »  Life expec-

tancy: 78.8 years
 »  Inflation rate: 

3.3%
 »  GDP: $281 

billion

 Top Films  Top Travelogues  Say What?
 The Maid (2009)  A maid ques-
tions her lifelong loyalty
 Violeta Went to Heaven (2012) 
Emotional, unfl inching biopic of 
rebel icon Violeta Parra
 Mi Mejor Enemigo (2005) Lost 
Argentine and Chilean soldiers 
cobble out a truce

 Voyage of the Beagle (Charles 
Darwin)   Observes native fauna 
and volcanoes
 Motorcycle Diaries (Che Guev-
era) The road trip that made a 
revolutionary
 In Patagonia (Bruce Chatwin) 
Iconic work on Patagonian ethos

 Chilean Spanish is  rife with local 
lingo. Brush up with:
 Chilenismos: A Dictionary and 
Phrasebook for Chilean Span-
ish (Daniel Joelson)
 How to Survive in the Chilean 
Jungle (John Brennan & Alvaro 
Taboada)
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