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Sur Chico

Includes »

LaAraucania ................ 226
Temuco
Villarrica....

Parque Nacional
Puyehue......ccccooevvveunnne 259

Puerto Varas................ 263

Parque Nacional
Vicente Pérez
Rosales......

Puerto Montt.

Best Places to Eat

» Fogoén del Lefiador (p278)

» Hosteria de la Colina
(p235)

» Cocina Mapuche Mapu
Lyagl (p248)
» Tradiciones Zuny (p228)

Best Places to
Stay

» Refugio Tinquilco (p247)
» Refugio Cochamo (p273)

» La Montafia Magica
(p255)

» Hotel Antumalal (p240)

Why Go?

The Chilean south begins here. The regions of La Araucania,
Los Rios and the Lakes District jar travelers with their men-
acing ice-topped volcanoes; its glacial lakes that look like
melted Chinese jade; and roaring rivers running through
old growth forests and villages inhabited by the indomitable
Mapuche people. Though not as rugged or as challenging
as Patagonia - call it Patagonia Lite - it is home to seven
spectacular national parks, many harboring perfectly coni-
cal volcanoes (like Volcan Osorno, which stands sentinel
over the entire area) and has become a magnetic draw for
both outdoor adventure enthusiasts and devil-may-care
thrillseekers. Peppered about sprawling workhorse travel
hubs like Temuco, Valdivia, Osorno and Puerto Montt, you’ll
find charming lake and mountain hamlets, rich in architec-
ture, culture and, most obviously, stunning backdrops of
national parks and nature reserves, each one like an Ansel
Adams photograph brought to life in cinematic color.

‘When to Go
Puerto Montt
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Jan-Feb Summer  Nov-Mar Jan One of the
in this weathered Navimag ferry most crowded
region brings high season: months for sum-
less rain, but spectacular miting Volcan
you'll still need a Patagonian sun- Villarrica but also
raincoat. sets and glaciers. the sunniest skies.
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