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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and 
a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime – 
across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It 
took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across 
Asia on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 
copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and Oakland, with more than 
600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three 
things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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Abbaye de Fontenay 44‑5
Abbaye de Fontevraud 32, 

83‑4
accommodation 15, 114, see 

also individual locations
air travel 15, 113
Aloxe‑Corton 49‑50
Amboise 23‑5, 72‑4
Angers 35, 85‑8, 86
Anjou 79‑88
area codes 119‑20
art, see museums & galleries
ATMs 117
Autun 42‑3, 101‑3
Azay‑le‑Rideau 22, 76-7
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Basilique St‑Martin 69
bathrooms 120
Beaune 42, 50, 93‑7, 94
Blésois 61‑87
Blois 25‑6, 61‑4
boat travel 113
border crossings 113
bureaux de change 117‑19
Burgundy 39‑45, 47‑53, 89-

105, 6-7, 40-1
business hours 118
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Candes‑St‑Martin 32, 83
car hire 14, 108
car insurance 107
car travel, see driving
cash 117
cassis 90
cathedrals, see churches & 

cathedrals
caves 29-35, 36, 74, 84
Caves Monmousseau 74
Caves Painctes de Chinon 36
cell phones 15
châteaux
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Château de Langeais 21-2, 

75‑6
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Château de Montsoreau 
32, 83

Château de Pommard 
50, 92

Château de Saumur 31, 80
Château de Savigny 92
Château de Serrant 88
Château de Villandry 22, 75
Château du Clos de  

Vougeot 49, 90
Château d’Ussé 77‑8
Château Royal d’Amboise 72
Château Royal de Blois 

25‑6, 62-3
discount tickets 65, 77
Loire Valley 19‑27

children, travel with 60
Chinon 21, 33, 36‑7, 77‑9, 37
churches & cathedrals
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Dame 95

Basilique Ste‑Madeleine 99
Basilique St‑Martin 69 
Cathédrale Ste‑Croix 58
Cathédrale St‑Gatien 69
Cathédrale St‑Lazare 102
Chapelle Ste‑Radegonde 37
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Cité Royale 23
climate 14
Cluny 40‑1, 103‑5
costs 15, 114, 115, 116
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Côte de Beaune 92‑3
Côte de Nuits 89‑91
credit cards 117
currency 14

D
da Vinci, Leonardo 73
dangers 109‑10, 111, 112, 

118‑19
debit cards 117
Dijon 42
disabilities, travellers with 120
distilleries

absinthe 80
cassis 90
Triple Sec 80

Domaine National de  
Chambord 65

Doué‑la‑Fontaine 34
driving 107‑12, 113

car hire 14, 108
fuel 14
insurance 107
licences 107
maps 108‑9
music 112
parking 111
road distances 109
road rules 110‑11
safety 109‑10, 111, 112
satellite navigation  

systems 112
speed limits 111
tolls 111
websites 15, 107

DVDs 114

E
École Nationale  

d’Équitation 31
Église Abbatiale 104
electricity 116
emergencies 14
escargots 50

F
Fontevraud‑l’Abbaye 83‑4
food 11, 15, see also individual 

locations
Forteresse Royale de  

Chinon 37
François I  65
French language 121‑2
fuel 14

G
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gay travellers 117
Gevrey‑Chambertin 49
GPS 112

H
holidays 118
Hostellerie Gargantua 36

I
insurance 107
internet access 15

J
Jeanne d’Arc 57‑8

L
La Cave Voltaire 37
La Devinière 33‑4
language 121-2
Le Clos Lucé 73
lesbian travellers 117
Loches 23
Loire Valley 19‑27, 29‑35, 

56-88, 6-7

M
maps 108‑9
measures 114
mobile phones 15
money 14, 15, 115, 116, 117-19

Montsoreau 32, 83
motorcycles, see driving
museums & galleries

CERCIL 60
Fondation du Doute 63
Galerie David d’Angers 85
L’Imaginarium 49, 90
Maison de Jeanne  

d’Arc 59‑60
Maison de la Magie 63
Musée Balzac 78
Musée d’Art et 

d’Archéologie 104
Musée d’Art et d’Histoire 36
Musée de la Cavalerie 80
Musée des Beaux‑Arts 

(Angers) 85
Musée des Beaux‑Arts 

(Orléans) 59
Musée des Beaux‑Arts 

(Tours) 67
Musée des Blindés 80
Musée du Compagnon‑

nage 69
Musée Historique et 

Archéologique 59‑60
Musée Jean Lurçat et  

de la Tapisserie  
Contemporaine 85

Musée Rabelais 33‑4
Musée Rolin 102
Musée Zervos 99

music 112
mustard 94-5

N
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Noyers‑sur‑Serein 45, 98‑9
Nuits‑St‑Georges 49, 89-90

O
opening hours 118
Orléanais 57‑61
Orléans 57‑61, 58
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P
Palais des Ducs et des  

États de Bourgogne 42
Parc Naturel Régional  

du Morvan 43
Paris 10‑11, 12-13, 13
parking 11, 111
petrol 14
phonecards 120
public holidays 118
Puligny‑Montrachet 53, 90-1

R
radio 112
road distances 109
road rules 108, 110‑11
Rochemenier 34, 84
Route des Grands Crus 

47‑53

S
safety 109‑10, 111, 112, 118‑19
satellite navigation  

systems 112
Saumur 31, 79‑83
Semur‑en‑Auxois 43‑4
speed limits 111

St‑Hilaire‑St‑Florent 35
St‑Romain 52

T
telephone services 15
theft 119
time 114
tipping 15, 118
toilets 120
tolls 111
Touraine 67‑88
tourist information 120
Tournus 41‑2, 103
Tours 67‑71, 68
train travel 113‑14
transport 11, 15, see also  

driving
troglodytes 84
Troglodytes et  

Sarcophages 34
Turquant 31‑2, 82‑3
TV 114

V
vacations 118
Vézelay 45
Villandry 22, 75
visas 14

W
walking tours

Chinon 36-7, 37
Paris 12-13, 13

weather 14
websites 11, 15
weights 114
wifi 15
wine

Burgundy 52
Loire Valley 62, 82

wine routes
Côte de Beaune 92‑3
Côte de Nuits 89‑91
Route des Grands Crus 

47-53
wineries

Caves Monmousseau 74
Château de Meursault 92
Château de Pommard 92
Château de Savigny 92
Château du Clos de 

Vougeot 90
Loire Valley 82
Turquant 82‑3
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Gregor Clark My first epic French road trip came on 
Bastille Day at age 20. Nearly broke and hitchhiking 
towards my next fruit‑picking job, I landed a 400km lift 
from a lost tourist and proceeded to spend the night 
winding through the fireworks‑lit streets of every little 
village in Haute‑Provence. To this day, I love nothing 
better than aimlessly wandering France’s back roads 
in search of hidden villages and unexpected treasures. 
I contribute regularly to Lonely Planet’s European and 
South American guidebooks.

Jean‑Bernard Carillet As a Paris‑based (and Metz‑born) 
journalist and photographer, I was delighted to re-
discover my own turf while researching France Trips 1.  
I couldn’t resist the temptation of exploring Burgundy 
and Beaujolais, if only to sample some of the best wines 
in the world. I confess a penchant for the Meursault 
whites (in Burgundy) and the Fleurie reds  
(in Beaujolais).

Read more about Gregor at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/gregorclark
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OUR  
WRITERS

Alexis Averbuck first came to France when she was 
four and now visits every chance she gets. Whether 
browsing markets in the Dordogne, château‑hopping 
in the Loire or careening through hill‑top villages 
in Provence, she immerses herself in all things 
French. A travel writer for two decades, Alexis has 
lived in Antarctica for a year, crossed the Pacific by 
sailboat, and is also a painter – see her work at www.
alexisaverbuck.com.

Read more about Alexis at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/alexisaverbuck

MORE WRITERS

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.
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Oliver Berry My first trip to France was a family holiday 
to Provence at the age of two, and I’ve been back many 
times since while working on Lonely Planet’s bestselling 
France guide. I’ve covered nearly every corner of 
L’Hexagone on my travels, but I have an especially soft 
spot for Corsica and the Pyrenees. When not in France, 
I can usually be found wandering the beaches and 
clifftops of my home county, Cornwall. I’m also a regular 
contributor to many other websites, newspapers and 
magazines, including Lonely Planet Traveller. Check out 
my latest travels at www.oliverberry.com.

Read more about Oliver at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/oliverberry
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