
Why Go?
From the tropics to the deserts, the Northern Territory (NT) 
is a splendid place to be during Australia’s winter months. 
Access is easy, with good roads and air connections; how-
ever, the vast distances ensure a good dose of adventure ac-
companies every visit.

NT’s tropical Top End has an undeniable wild side. Croco-
diles lurk in the rivers, and the air is alive with birds. Here 
you will find unparalleled opportunities to experience time-
less indigenous culture and behold ethereal rock art. The 
cosmopolitan capital of Darwin is Australia’s doorstep to 
Asia and celebrates its multicultural mix with delicious fu-
sion cuisine and a relaxed tropical vibe. 

The Red Centre is Australia’s heartland boasting the icon-
ic attractions of Uluru and Kata Tjuta, plus an enigmatic 
central desert culture that continues to produce extraordi-
nary abstract art. And delighting travellers with its eccentric 
offerings, pioneering spirit and weathered mountain set-
ting, is Alice Springs, the city at the centre of a continent.

Best Places 
to Eat

¨¨ Saffrron (p166) 

¨¨ Char Restaurant (p165) 

¨¨ Litchfield Cafe (p177) 

¨¨ Fernanda’s Café & 
Restaurant (p201) 

¨¨ Hanuman (p212) 

Best Places 
to Stay

¨¨ Kings Creek Station (p220) 

¨¨ Ormiston Gorge Camping 
Ground (p219) 

¨¨ Rum Jungle Bungalows 
(p176) 

¨¨ Lakeview Park (p184) 

¨¨ Mt Bundy Station (p177) 

When to Go

Apr–Aug Peak 
season with lower 
humidity up 
north and cooler 
temperatures in 
the Red Centre.

Jun & Jul Beanie 
Festival and Camel 
Cup in Alice, Beer 
Can Regatta and 
Fringe Festival in 
Darwin.

Sep–Mar Bar-
ramundi fishing 
heats up as the 
Wet turns the Top 
End into a watery 
wonderland.

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

Darwin
°C/°F Temp

0/32

10/50

20/68

30/86

40/104

Rainfall inches/mm 

0

4/100

8/200

12/300

16/400

20/500

Darwin......................... 151
Kakadu &.
Arnhem Land..............179
Katherine.................... 189
Tennant Creek............ 199
Alice Springs..............202
MacDonnell Ranges....216
Kings Canyon.............220
Uluru-Kata Tjuta.
National Park............. 223

Darwin to Uluru

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



Darw
in

 to
 Uluru ﻿

Darw
in

 to
 Uluru ﻿

Darw
in

 to
 Uluru to 

U
luru 



H
ighlights








146

  to
  win

  Dar

  Alice Springs

A
 R

 A
 F

 U
 R

 A
S 

E
 A

G
ul

f
V

an
 D

ie
m

en

B
ea

gl
e

G
ul

f

T
 I

 M
 O

 R
S 

E
 A

P
or

t
E

ss
in

gt
on

G
ul

f o
f

C
ar

pe
nt

ar
ia

Jo
se

ph

G
ul

f
B

on
ap

ar
te

Ja
bi

ru(O
en

pe
lli

)
G

un
ba

la
ny

a
N

hu
lu

nb
uy

Y
irr

ka
la

N
gu

iu

A
de

la
id

e

M
an

do
ra

h

Ba
tc

he
lo

r

N
um

bu
lw

ar

C
ap

e
C

ra
w

fo
rd

Bo
rr

ol
oo

la

R
op

er
Ba

r

Ba
ru

ng
a

Be
sw

ic
k

W
at

er
s

D
al

y

N
ew

ca
st

le
W

at
er

s

El
lio

tt

D
un

m
ar

ra

La
rr

im
ah

N
gu

ku
rr

R
en

ne
r 

Sp
rin

gs

K
at

he
ri

ne

Pi
ne

 C
re

ek

To
p 

Sp
rin

gs

V
ic

to
ria

R
iv

er K
al

ka
rin

dj
i

C
re

ek
Ti

m
be

r

C
ro

ss
in

g La
ja

m
an

u

C
re

ek
H

al
ls

W
yn

dh
am

K
un

un
ur

ra

R
iv

er

A
rn

he
m

 L
an

d

(B
la

ck
 P

oi
nt

)
A

lg
ar

la
rl

ga
rl

U
bi

rr

G
ar

aw
a

La
nd

A
la

w
a

B
es

w
ic

k

M
an

ya
lla

lu
k

La
nd

A
bo

ri
gi

na
l

A
bo

ri
gi

na
l

A
bo

ri
gi

na
l L

an
d

W
aa

ny
i/

G
ar

aw
a

A
bo

ri
gi

na
l L

an
d

D
al

y 
R

iv
er

/P
or

t 
K

ea
ts

N
or

th

La
nd

A
bo

ri
gi

na
l L

an
d

K
ar

la
nt

ijp
a

A
bo

ri
gi

na
l

M
ar

y 
R

iv
er

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k

G
ar

ig
 G

un
ak

 B
ar

lu
N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k

Pa
rk

E
ls

ey
N

at
io

na
l

Pa
rk

L
im

m
en

N
at

io
na

l

C
ut

ta
 C

ut
ta

C
av

es
 N

at
ur

e
Pa

rk

G
re

go
ry

Pa
rk

N
at

io
na

l

R
iv

er
K

ee
p

N
at

io
na

l

Pa
rk

Pa
rk

G
re

go
ry

N
at

io
na

l

Fl
or

a 
R

iv
er

N
at

ur
e 

Pa
rk

M
t B

or
ra

da
ile

B
ar

kl
y

Ta
bl

el
an

d

W
es

se
l

Is
la

nd
s

E
lc

ho
Is

la
nd

M
el

vi
lle

Is
la

nd
B

at
hu

rs
t

Is
la

nd

T
iw

i I
sl

an
ds

G
ro

ot
e

E
yl

an
dt

Si
r 

E
dw

ar
d

Pe
lle

w
 G

ro
up

G
ov

e
Pe

ni
ns

ul
a

C
ob

ou
rg

Pe
ni

ns
ul

a

L
el

iy
n

(E
di

th
 F

al
ls

)

E
as

t
A

ll
ig

at
or

R
iv

er

Ri
ve

r

 Rive
r

Limmen 

McA
rth

ur 

Bight 

Ri
ve

r

R
op

er

R
iv

er

R
iv

er
V

ic
to

ri
a

Rive
r

D
al

y

B
ow

 

1

1

1

87

80

1

96

1

Rd

Hwy

N
at

ha
n 

Ri
ve

r R
d

Cen
tra

l

Arnh
em

R
op

er
H

w
y

StuartHwy

hern
rt

Grea
t  N

o

Hwy

P
ar

k

D
ar

w
in

L
it

ch
fi

el
d

K
ak

ad
u

N
at

io
n
al

G
o
rg

e)
D

al
y 

R
iv

er
N

it
m

ilu
k

(K
at

h
er

in
e

N
at

io
n
al

 P
ar

k

M
at

ar
an

ka

N
at

io
n
al

 P
ar

k

an
d 

es
tu

ar
ie

s 
in

 t
ro

pi
ca

l a
re

as
.

C
ro

co
di

le
s 

in
ha

bi
t 

ri
ve

rs
, b

ill
ab

on
gs

10
0 

m
ile

s20
0 

km
00

D
ar

w
in

 
to

 U
lu

ru
 

H
ig

hl
ig

ht
s

1
 W
itn
es
s 
th
e 

w
on
de
rf
ul
 U

lu
ru
 

(p
22
7)
 a
nd
 K

at
a 

Tj
ut

a  
(p
22
8)
 a
t 

su
ns
et

2
 P
ad
dl
e 
a 

ca
no
e 
be
ne
at
h 

so
ar
in
g 
sa
nd
st
on
e 

ra
m
pa
rt
s 
in
 N

itm
ilu

k 
(K

at
he

rin
e 

G
or

ge
) 

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k  
(p
19
3)

3
 C
ru
is
e 
w
ith
 h
ug
e 

cr
oc
od
ile
s 
at
 K

ak
ad

u 
N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k  
(p
17
9)

4
 S
am

pl
e 
a 
sa
ta
y 
at
 

M
in

di
l B

ea
ch

 S
un

se
t 

M
ar

ke
t  (
p1
68
)

5
 H
ik
e 
pa
st
 

pr
eh
is
to
ric
 fe
rn
s 

th
ro
ug
h 
bi
za
rr
e 

be
eh
iv
e 
ro
ck
 

fo
rm

at
io
ns
 to
 K

in
gs

 
Ca

ny
on
 (p
22
0)

6
 P
lu
ng
e 
in
to
 a
 

cr
ys
ta
l-c
le
ar
 ro
ck
 

po
ol
 a
t L

itc
hfi

el
d 

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k 
(p
17
6)




