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AIDS  ngoy·jì·beng
air  hùng·hay
air-conditioned  

yáu hùng·tiù ge/yáu láang·hay ge 
HK/China

air conditioning  
hùng·tiù/láang·hay HK/China

airline  hàwng·hùng gùng·sì

d either HK or China to show that they are used solely in 
nese-speaking regions of China. They symbols ,  and  
e and verb and have been added for clarity

yáu hùng tiù ge/yáu láang hay ge
HK/China/China

airai

whole 
ered & 
y sauce dip

bàw·choy  spinach
bàw·làw  pineapple
bawk·béng  egg & spring onion 

pancake 
bawk·hàw  mint

menu decoder

cuisine lists dishes and ingredients according to their 
to help you get the most out of your gastronomic 
with food terms that you may hear in restaurants and 
s we’ve marked the region or city where they’re most 

 pineapple
bawk·béng k·béng g egg & spri egg & spri egg & spri egg & sprigg ng onion ng ong

panpancaancakancakeancake cake 
àw  mint

Where can I …?  ngáw hái 
   háw·yí …
 attend a service   jo lái·ba
 pray   kày·tó
 meditate   jing·jaw

cultural differences 

 Is this a local or national custom?
  lày·di hai· g·hai bún·
  lày·gaw gawk·gàa ge
  lài gaa
I don’t want to offend you.
  ngáw g séung dàk·j
I’m not used to this.
  ngáw mó lày gaw jaa
I’d rather not join in.
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make the most of this phrasebook ...
Anyone can speak another language! It’s all about confidence. 
Don’t worry if you can’t remember your school language 
lessons or if you’ve never learnt a language before. Even if you 
learn the very basics (on the inside cover of this book), your 
travel experience will be the better for it. You have nothing to 
lose and everything to gain when the locals hear you making 
an effort. 

finding things in this book 
For easy navigation, this book is in sections. The Basics chapters 
are the ones you’ll thumb through time and again. The Practical 
section covers basic travel situations like catching transport 
and finding a bed. The Social section gives you conversational 
phrases, pick-up lines, the ability to express opinions – so you 
can get to know people. Food has a section all of its own: gour-
mets and vegetarians are covered and local dishes feature. Safe 
Travel equips you with health and police phrases, just in case. 
Sustainable Travel, finally, completes this book. Remember the 
colours of each section and you’ll find everything easily; or use 
the comprehensive Index. Otherwise, check the two-way trav-
eller’s Dictionary for the word you need.  

being understood
Throughout this book you’ll see coloured phrases on each 
page. They’re phonetic guides to help you pronounce the 
language. You don’t even need to look at the language itself, 
but you’ll get used to the way we’ve represented particular 
sounds. The pronunciation chapter in Basics will explain more, 
but you can feel confident that if you read the coloured phrase 
slowly, you’ll be understood.

communication tips
Body language, ways of doing things, sense of humour – all 
have a role to play in every culture. ‘Local talk’ boxes show you 
common ways of saying things, or everyday language to drop 
into conversation. ‘Listen for ...’ boxes supply the phrases you 
may hear. They start with the language (so local people can 
point out what they want to say to you) and then lead in to the 
pronunciation guide and the English translation.
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see enlargement

Hong Kong

Kowloon

Lantau

Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region

Shenzhen
Hong Kong SAR

AAAAA S I AA SA I AI AI AAAA SS
Chinaofficial language

widely spoken

For more information, see the introduction.
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