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The Khmer Rouge Tribunal

Sidelined by the politics of the Cold War for two decades, the Extra-
ordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) trial is finally un-
der way after many a dispute between the Cambodian authorities and
the international community. However, the wheels of justice may not
turn fast enough to keep up with the ageing of the surviving Khmer
Rouge leaders. (Military commander Ta Mok died in custody in 2006

;rgggézs on and both Ieng Sary and Nuon Chea are in their 80s and suffering from

Cambodia: health complications.) For more on the legacy of the Khmer Rouge and

539,000 tonnes the trial, see p297.

» Unexploded g e

Iandmir?es: four Politics

to six million The Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) is making plans for the future

> Number of with dynastic alliances between its offspring. Just look at the roll call of

landmine marriages in the past decade and it soon becomes apparent that senior

victims: 40,000 leaders have their eyes firmly on a potential handover of power to the
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victims’ ) At the head of this elite is Prime Minister Hun Sen, who has proven

[Jeshgfz'"g?‘:'iﬁ?c; n himself a survivor, personally as well as politically, for he lost an eye dur-
ing the battle for Phnom Penh in 1975. It would appear that, for the time
being at least, with a poorly educated electorate and a divided opposi-
tion, ‘in the country of the blind, the one-eyed man is king’.

Opposition leader Sam Rainsy continues to berate the country’s rulers
for their lack of leadership and has made real inroads in urban areas,
setting the stage for some spicy showdowns with the CPP in the coming
years. Sometimes they get a little too spicy; Rainsy and several of his
fellow parliamentarians have been regularly stripped of their immunity
from prosecution and charged with defamation. At the time of writing,
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