
Best Places to Eat
¨¨ Cuisine Wat Damnak 

(p115)

¨¨ Flow (p114)

¨¨ Haven (p108)

¨¨ Marum (p108)

¨¨ Mie Cafe (p114)

Best Places to 
Stay

¨¨ Ivy Guesthouse 2 (p104)

¨¨ La Résidence d’Angkor 
(p105)

¨¨ Sala Lodges (p107)

¨¨ Soria Moria Hotel (p106)

¨¨ Viroth’s Hotel (p106)
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When to Go

Nov–Mar To 
dodge crowds, 
avoid peak season. 
There’s a Giant 
Puppet Parade in 
February.

Apr & May 
Shockingly hot, 
making exploring 
hard work and 
the countryside 
barren.

Jun–Oct Wet 
season. The town 
centre may be 
under water for 
several days in 
October.
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Siem Reap
Why Go?
The life-support system for the temples of Angkor, Siem 
Reap (see-em ree-ep; ស�ៀមរាប) was always destined for 
great things. It has reinvented itself as the epicentre of chic 
Cambodia, with everything from backpacker party pads to 
hip hotels, world-class wining and dining, and sumptuous 
spas.

This is good news for the long-suffering Khmers riding 
the wave, but it can make the town a little bling in places. 
While it’s not exactly authentic, just a short distance away 
lies Siem Reap Province and the real Cambodia of rural 
beauty. Explore floating villages and rare-bird sanctuaries or 
just cycle (or quad bike or pony trek) through the paddies as 
an antidote to the bustle of town.

Angkor is a place to be savoured, not rushed, and this 
is the base from which to plan your adventures. Still think 
three days at the temples is enough? Think again, with Siem 
Reap on the doorstep.
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History
Siem Reap was little more than a village 
when French explorers discovered Ang-
kor in the 19th century. With the return of 
Angkor to Cambodian – or should that be 
French – control in 1907, Siem Reap began 
to grow, absorbing the first wave of tour-
ists. The Grand Hotel d’Angkor opened its 
doors in 1932 and the temples of Angkor re-
mained one of Asia’s leading draws until the 
late 1960s, luring luminaries such as Char-
lie Chaplin and Jackie Kennedy. With the 

advent of war and the Khmer Rouge, Siem 
Reap entered a long slumber from which it 
only began to awaken in the mid-1990s.

Tourism is the lifeblood of Siem Reap 
and, without careful management, it could 
become Siem Reapolinos, the not-so-Costa- 
del-Culture of Southeast Asia. However, 
there are promising signs that developers are 
learning from the mistakes that have blighted 
other regional hot spots, with restrictions on  
hotel height and bus size. Either way, Ang-
kor is centre stage on the world travel map 
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1 Diving into Pub St 
(p115), the drinking capital of 
Siem Reap, and discovering 
nearby restaurants and bars.

2 Exploring the flooded 
forest of Kompong Pluk 
(p128), an incredible village 
of bamboo skyscrapers.

3 Encountering some 
of the world’s rarest large 
waterbirds at Prek Toal Bird 
Sanctuary (p126).

4 Learning the secrets 
of Khmer cuisine with a 
cooking course (p101), 

the perfect way to impress 
friends back home.

5 Experiencing some 
of the activities (p99) on 
offer from ziplining to quad 
biking, and Angkor-themed 
mini-golf to links golf.

Siem Reap Highlights


