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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few
dollarsinthe pocketand a
sense of adventure. In1972
that’s all Tony and Maureen
Wheeler needed for the
trip of a lifetime — across
Europe and Asia overland
to Australia. It took several
months, and at the end —
broke but inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.
Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, Melbourne,
Oakland, Dublin, Beijing, and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and
writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook should do

OUR
WRITER

SARA BENSON

three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

After graduating from college, Sarajumped ona
plane to California with just one suitcase and $100 in
her pocket. She has bounced around the Golden State
ever since, including all over the San Francisco Bay
Area, Los Angeles and the Sierra Nevada, where she
worked as a seasonal national park ranger. The author
of over 70 travel and nonfiction books, Sara also
coordinated Lonely Planet’s California guide.

My Favorite Trip Highway 49 Through Gold
Country let me wind along some of California’s last
remaining stretches of highway where smartphones

blissfully don't work.

Read more about Sara at https://auth.lonelyplanet.

com/profiles/sara_benson
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All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be copied, stored in
aretrieval system, or transmitted in

any form by any means, electronic,
mechanical, recording or otherwise, except
brief extracts for the purpose of review,
and no(rart of this publication may be sold
or hired, without the written permission

of the publisher. Lonely Planet and the
Lonely Planet logo are trademarks of
Lonely Planet and are registered in the
US Patent and Trademark Office and in
other countries. Lonely Planet does not
allow its name or logo to be appropriated
by commercial establishments, such as
retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please
let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.
com/ip.

Although the authors and Lonely
Planet have taken all reasonable
care in preparing this book, we make
no warranty about the accuracy or
completeness of its content and, to
the maximum extent permitted, dis-
claim all liability arising from its use.
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