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 LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

AMY STARBIN, LA 

SCREENWRITER & 

MOM

 For a fun way to cool off  when 

driving through LA along the coast, 

bring the family out to   Santa 

Monica Pier (www.santamonicapier.org). 

Not only do you get a great view 

of the ocean, you can also get up 

close and personal with sea life at 

the aquarium (www.healthebay.org). 

Then head up top for a spin on the 

carousel used in The Sting or the 

solar-powered Ferris wheel.

Top: Pool, Hearst Castle,

Left:  Lighthouse, Trinidad

Right: Redwoods

make tour reservations 

in advance, especially for 

living-history evening 

programs during the 

Christmas holiday 

season.
 About 4.5 miles 

further north along Hwy 

1, park at the signposted 

vista point and amble 

the boardwalk to view 

the enormous  elephant 

seal colony that breeds, 

molts, sleeps, plays and 

 ghts on the beach. Seals 

haul out year-round, but 

the winter birthing and 

mating season peaks 

on Valentine’s Day. 

Nearby, Piedras Blancas 

Light Station (www.

piedrasblancas.org; tour adult/

child $10/5; hcall for hr) is 

an outstandingly scenic 

spot.

54  p 47 

The Drive »  Fill your car’s 

gas tank before plunging north 

into the redwood forests of 

the remote  Big Sur coast (see 

p 153 ), where precipitous cliff s 

dominate the seascape, and 

tourist services are few and far 

between. Hwy 1 keeps curving 

north to the Monterey Peninsula 

(see p 169 ), approximately a 

three-hour, 100-mile trip from 

Hearst Castle.

8 Monterey
As Big Sur loosens its 

condor’s talons on the 

coastal highway, Hwy 

1 rolls gently downhill 

towards Monterey Bay. 

The  shing community 

of Monterey is the heart 

of Steinbeck country, 

and although Cannery 

Row today is touristy 
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1 Pacific Coast Highways
The ultimate coastal road trip 

takes in beaches, redwood 

forests and more. 7–10 DAYS

30 Route 66
Dillydally through the desert, 

then zoom past retro icons

into LA. 3–4 DAYS

32 Life in Death Valley
Old West mining ghost towns, 

strange geology and inspiring 

panoramic views. 3 DAYS

26 Disneyland & Orange 
County Beaches
Meet Mickey Mouse, then surf 

the ‘OC’ coast. 2–4 DAYS
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5 Napa Valley
Fabulous winery estates and 

celebrity chef restaurants  

grace this region.      2–3 DAYS

19 Yosemite, Sequoia & 
Kings Canyon National 
Parks Be awed by giant 

sequoias. 5–7 DAYS

21 Highway 49 Through Gold 

Country Head for the hills and 

California’s historic pioneer 

mining towns.            3–4 DAYS
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5Napa Valley Hundreds 
of wineries inhabit America’s premier viticulture region.

wLife in Death Valley 
The Badwater salt pan is 
the lowest point in North 
America.

qDisneyland & Orange County Beaches Warm 
sand, art galleries and a 
walkable downtown await 
in Laguna Beach. 

WHAT IS A CLASSIC TRIP?
 All the trips in this book show you the best of Cali fornia, but we’ve chosen seven as our 
all-time favorites. These are our Classic Trips – the ones that lead you to the best of the 
iconic sights, the top activities and the unique Califor nia experiences. Turn the page to 
see the map, and look out for the Classic Trip stamp throughout the book
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Santa Barbara
Bountiful beaches and 
a nearby wine country

210 miles

San Francisco
By Golden Gate Park, 

cross the famous 
bridge

550 miles

Around Hearst 
Castle

Tour a hilltop mansion, 
then gape at elephant 

seals

350 miles

Redwood
National Park

With the world's
tallest trees

850 miles

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

  Pacifi c Coast 
Highways

 7–10 DAYS
 1000 
MILES/1610KM

 GREAT FOR…

 HJG

 BEST TIME TO GO
 Year-round, but July 
to October for the 
sunniest skies.

 I ESSENTIAL 
PHOTO

 Golden Gate Bridge 
over San Francisco 
Bay.

 K BEST TWO 
DAYS

 Santa Barbara north to 
Monterey via Big Sur.
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 1
Our top pick for classic California dreamin’ snakes along the 
Pacifi c coast for 1000 miles. Uncover beaches, seafood shacks 
and piers for catching sunsets over boundless ocean horizons.

Big Sur coast Precipitous cliffs 
dominate the seascape

3534

Look out for the Classic Trips stamp 
on our favorite routes in this book.

1  Pacific Coast 
Highways............. 7–10 Days 35

5  Napa 
Valley.....................2–3 Days 79

j  Yosemite, Sequoia &
Kings Canyon National  

Parks.............................. 5–7 Days 205

l  Highway 49 Through 
Gold Country.........3–4 Days 227

q  Disneyland & Orange
County Beaches....2–4 Days 273

u  Route
66...........................3–4 Days 313

w  Life in 
Death Valley.............. 3 Days 331
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Beth Kohn A lucky long-time resident of San 
Francisco, Beth lives to be playing outside or 
splashing in big puddles of water, and there’s always 
a California atlas stashed in her red pickup truck in 
case a back road looks particularly promising. An 
author of Lonely Planet’s Yosemite, Sequoia & Kings 
Canyon National Parks, Mexico and California guides, 
you can see more of her work at www.bethkohn.com.

My Favorite Trip k Eastern Sierra Scenic 
Byway Who can get enough of those hot springs and 
mountain views?

383



OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few 
dollars in the pocket and a 
sense of adventure. In 1972 
that’s all Tony and Maureen 
Wheeler needed for the 
trip of a lifetime – across 
Europe and Asia overland 
to Australia. It took several 
months, and at the end – 

broke but inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s 
belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, 
educate and amuse’.

OUR 
WRITERS

Nate Cavalieri Born and raised in rural Michigan, 
Nate Cavalieri has a sentimental soft spot for the 
piquant cow pastures, political radicals and sleepy 
one-stoplight towns of Northern California. One of 
his favorite trips traced the stunning Feather River 
and into the exotic wilds of the northeastern corner 
of the state. He authors guides for Lonely Planet on 
the US, Central America and the Caribbean, writes 
about music and maintains several fictional twitter 
accounts about professional cycling. He lives in 
Oakland. Look him up at www.natecavalieri.com.

My Favorite Trip u Route 66 Driving California’s 
Mother Road – windows down, radio blasting, endless 
blue skies all around – offered the most iconic road 
trip experience.

Sara Benson After graduating from college, Sara 
jumped on a plane to California with just one suitcase 
and $100 in her pocket. She has bounced around 
the Golden State ever since, including in the Sierra 
Nevada, where she worked as a seasonal park ranger. 
The author of over 50 travel and nonfiction books, 
Sara also coordinated Lonely Planet’s California 
guide. Follow her adventures online at www.
indietraveler.blogspot.com, www.indietraveler.net 
and @indie_traveler on Twitter.

My Favorite Trip l Highway 49 Through Gold 
Country I explored the last lonely stretches of a 
California highway I’d never driven before. Eureka!
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MORE.WRITERS

Although the authors and Lonely 
Planet have taken all reasonable 
care in preparing this book, we make 
no warranty about the accuracy or 
completeness of its content and, to 
the maximum extent permitted, dis-
claim all liability arising from its use.

Read more about Sara at:  
www.lonelyplanet.com/members/Sara_Benson
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