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(left) Basilica of St
Stephen p97 Hungary's
most-important Catho-
lic church.

(above) City Park p145
Pest's green lung.

(right) Széchenyi Baths
p148 Hottest water in
the city.
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Margaret Island
& Northern Pest

Obuda & plo8
Buda7I2-||Ils City Park
? & Beyond
pl45
Parliament Erzsébetvaros
Castle & Around & the Jewish
District po3 Quarter
p50 p115
Belvaros
p81
Southern Pest
Gellért Hill pl34
& Taban

p64
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Top Itineraries

Day One

Castle District (p50)

s, Spend your first morning in Buda-
0 pest on Castle Hill, taking in the
views from the Royal Palace and establish-
ing the lay of the land. There are museums
aplenty up here, but don’t be greedy: you
only have time for one. We recommend ei-
ther the Hungarian National Gallery for
fine art or the renovated Museum Castle
(part of the Budapest History Museum) for
a painless introduction to the city’s long and
tortuous past.

,\@

Castle District (p50)
In the afternoon ride the Sik1é6 (fu-
nicular) down to Clark Adam tér
and, depending on the day of the week and
your sex, make your way up F6 utca to the
Kiraly Baths for a relaxing soak.

X

Castle District (p50)

N Depending on your mood, check to
*‘) see what’s on in the way of tdnchdz
(folk music and dance) at the Marezibanyi
tér Cultural Centre just north of Széll
Kalman tér or head for stylish Oscar Amer-
ican Bar south of the square for cocktails
and canned music.

Lunch Have a quick bite at the upbeat
self-service Var Bistro (p58).

Dinner Superb Csalogany 26 (p61)
is around the corner from the baths.

Day Two

Erzsébetvaros & the
Jewish Quarter (p115)
.+, Onyour second day, cross the Dan-
ube and see Pest at its very finest by
walking up leafy Andrassy at, which will
take you past unmissable sights such as the
House of Terror and Heroes’ Square, ar-
chitectural gems like the Hungarian State
Opera House and New Theatre, and won-
derful cafes including Miivész Kavéhaz
and Alexandra Book Cafe.

X

City Park & Beyond (p145)
As you approach City Park, decide
whether you want an afternoon
of culture or leisure (or both). Heroes’ Sq
is flanked by the Museum of Fine Arts
and the Palace of Art, both with excellent
exhibitions, and City Park contains the Bu-
dapest Zoo, the Capital Circus, the newly
renamed Holnemvolt Park (‘Once Upon
a Time’ Park) of amusement rides and the
wonderful Széchenyi Baths.

o,

Lunch Menza (p124) has an
excellent-value weekday set lunch.

< Dinner Robinson (p151) by the lake
is a wonderful choice.

City Park & Beyond (p145)

N You might have drinks in the park
*‘) at Kertem or boogie the night (and
most of the morning) away at the open-air
Diirer Kert. But if there happens to be a
big-name act in town they’ll be at the nearby
Laszl6 Papp Budapest Sportaréna.



=
>
z
o
m
By
2
m
m
@
o
I}

©S3IOVNIALLID /

Hungarian State Opera House (p130)

Day Three

Parliament & Around (p93)

sse,  Onday three it’s time to see a few of
0 Budapest’s big-ticket attractions. In
the morning concentrate on the two icons
of Hungarian nationhood and the places
that house them: the Crown of St Stephen
in Parliament and the saint-king’s mortal
remains in the Basilica of St Stephen.

To get from one to the other cut through
Szabadsag tér and have a glance at the last
remaining Soviet memorial in the city.

& Lunch Kisharang (p99) is an excel-
lent choice for Hungarian soul food.

’

Erzsébetvaros & the Jewish
Quarter (p115)

In the afternoon concentrate on

the Jewish Quarter - what people
still call the Ghetto here. The easiest way
to see the most important sights is to
follow the Erzsébetvaros and the Jewish
Quarter neighbourhood walk, but make
sure you leave ample time to have a good
look inside the Great Synagogue and the
Hungarian Jewish Museum and have a

X

slice of something sweet at the Frohlich
Cukraszda kosher cake shop.

Dinner The Spinoza Café (p123)is a
convivial place for an evening meal.

Erzsébetvaros & the

Jewish Quarter (p115)

There might be klezmer (traditional
Jewish music) on at the Spinoza

*
x

Torah scrolls, Great Synagogue (p117)

Day Four

Obuda & Buda Hills (p72)

ste.  Onyour last day have a look at
i0: what the west side of the Danube
used to be like by strolling through Obuda
and learning how Buda, Obuda and Pest
all came together. Again, the choice of
museums and attractions is legion, but the
Vasarely Museum and its hallucinogenic
works never fail to please and the nearby
Hungarian Museum of Trade & Tour-
ism is a positive delight. Alternatively,
Aquincum is just a short HEV ride away.

,\0/

Obuda & Buda Hills (p72)
In the afternoon head south for
Margaret Bridge. Just up the hill
to the west is Giil Baba’s Tomb, the only
Muslim place of pilgrimage in northern

X

Europe. Spend the rest of the afternoon
pampering yourself at the Lukacs Baths.

Lunch The fish soup at Uj Sipos Halasz-
kert (p78) goes down a treat.

Dinner Fidka (p79) is a fine and inti-
mate eatery just west of Széll Kalman tér.

Margaret Island &

Northern Pest (p108)

Cross over Margaret Bridge to
Margaret Island and Holdudvar
bar-club, an excellent place to both cool
down and kick up your heels. It’s open till
the wee hours, so there’s no hurry.

*
*
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Budapest Maps
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Shinto

Sikh
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Winery/Vineyard
Zoo/Wildlife Sanctuary
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Activities,
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Bodysurfing

Diving
Canoeing/Kayaking
Course/Tour

Sento Hot Baths/Onsen
Skiing

Snorkelling

Surfing
Swimming/Pool
Walking
Windsurfing

Other Activity

Sleeping
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Sleeping
Camping

Eating
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Drinking & Nightlife
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Drinking & Nightlife
Cafe

Entertainment
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Entertainment

Shopping
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Shopping

Information
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Bank
Embassy/Consulate
Hospital/Medical
Internet

Police

Post Office
Telephone

Toilet

Tourist Information
Other Information
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Beach
Hut/Shelter
Lighthouse
Lookout
Mountain/Volcano
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Park

Pass
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Waterfall

Population
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Capital (National)
Capital (State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

Transport
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Airport

Border crossing

Bus

Cable car/Funicular
Cycling

Ferry

Metro station

Monorail

Parking

Petrol station
S-Bahn/Subway station
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Tram
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U-Bahn/Underground station
Other Transport

Note: Not all symbols displayed above
appear on the maps in this book

Routes
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Tollway

Freeway
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Secondary

Tertiary
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Unsealed road

Road under construction
Plaza/Mall
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Tunnel
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s\ alking Tour
w= == \Nalking Tour detour

Path/Walking Trail

Boundaries

International
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Regional/Suburb
Marine Park

Cliff

Wall

Hydrography

River, Creek
Intermittent River
Canal

Water
Dry/Salt/Intermittent Lake
Reef

Areas

Airport/Runway
Beach/Desert
Cemetery (Christian)
Cemetery (Other)
Glacier

Mudflat

Park/Forest

Sight (Building)
Sportsground

Swamp/Mangrove
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éBUDA Map on p234

® Sights (p75)
1 Gul Baba's Tomb.. .
2 Hungarian Museum of Trade &
TOUMSM e
3 Imre Varga Collection
4 Kiscell Museum
Obuda Museum
5 Obuda Synagogue
6 Roman Military Amphitheatre
7 Szemlbhegy Cave
8 Ujlak Synagogue
9 Vasarely Museum....

6 Eating (p76)
10 Code 7
11 Daubner Cukrészda.
12 Foldes Jozsi Konyhdja.
13 Gasztré Hus-Hentesaru..........cccoocvvienes Cc7

Italian Fusion
14 Kéhli Vendéglé
15 Kisbuda Gyongye.

16 Maharaja
17 Okuyama no Sushi
18 Pastrami...ccccciiieeeecseeees C4

19 Pata Negra

20 Uj Sipos Halaszkert..

21 Vapiano

22 Wasabi

@ Drinking & Nightlife

23 Calgary Antik
24 Puskas Panch

& Entertainment

Bar
o Sports Pub....

25 Obuda SoCiety .......cccooorrrrrrrvrrnnn.

(® Shopping (p80)
26 BAV....iooovoocceeeeeee e c7
&) Sports & Activities (p80)

27 Chefparade Branch..

28 Csaszar-Komj
29 Lukéacs Baths
30 Veli Bej Baths

© Sleeping
31 Hotel Csaszér
32 Hotel Papillon

adi Pools ..
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® Top Sights
1 Citadella
2 Gellért Baths...
3 Liberty Monument

@ Sights

(p67)
1944 Bunker Waxworks .. .(seel)
4 Castle Garden Palace.. .Cl
5 Cave Church.......... .D4
6 Elizabeth Bridge.... .D2
7 Former Swedish Embassy. .C4
8 Liberty Bridge. .E3
9 Lookout........... .C3
10 Queen Elizabeth Statue .. ..C2

11 Semmelweis Museum of Medical

History...
12 St Gellért Monument...

& Eating
13 Aranyszarvas
14 Cserpes Tejivo
15 Hemingway.
16 Marcello ...

2 © Drinking & Nightlife
% 17 A3 .F6
18 Café Ponyvaregény ........cccccoevvveeeeervenenns D6
Hadik Kavéhaz (see 22)
f%ﬁ 19 Kisrablé Pub ....D5
6'4,:; 20 Romkert ... .C2
‘e 21 Szamos Cukraszda .D6

22 Szatyor Bar és Galéria
23 Tranzit Art Café

& Entertainment
24 Mu Szinhéz

€) Sports & Activities (p71)
25 Pump Room....
26 Racz Baths
27 Rudas Baths ...

Petsfi Bridge 28 Rudas Baths ...

(Petéfi
hid) © Sleeping
29 Citadella Hotel
30 Danubius Hotel Gellért
31 Orion Hotel
17
o
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Key on p249 @3 0.2 miles
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MARGARET ISLAND & NORTHERN PEST map on p248

® Sights
1 Centennial Monument
2 Comedy Theatre......
3 Dominican Convent.
4 Franciscan Church and Monastery
5 Japanese Garden.........c.cocoovveeiieerenenenns B2
6 Jaszai Mari tér
7 Lehel Church
8 Lehel Market
9 Margaret Bridge...
10 Musical Fountain
11 Palatinus Houses
12 Premonstratensian Church
13 Raoul Wallenberg Memorial .
14 Szent Istvan Park........cccovvviiiiiiiininns

(p110)
A5

15 Water Tower & Open-Air Theatre............. B3
16 White House .......ccovveviiiriiine, A7
3 Eating (p112)
17 Café Panini........cccooeviicininnn .B6
18 Donut Library ......cccoceevvvveccrnnnne. B6
19 FirKASZ oot B6
20 KiskaKukK........ccooooiuviniinnininns .B6
21 Laci Konyha C5

22 Okay ltalia
Pandzsab Tandoori.
23 Pozsonyi Kisvendéglé

24 Sarki Fliszeres.......ccovvvvivicnnnnn. B5
25 Trofea Grill ..o €5
@ Drinking & Nightlife (p113)
26 Blue Tomato......cccvvcericiricininn B6

27 Brios
28 Dunapark
29 Holdudvar .
30 Kabbala Cukraszda..
31 L.A. Bodegita

& Entertainment (p113)
32 Budapest Jazz Club .......cccoooviiiiiiine B6
33 Hungarian Water Polo Association.......... A5

34 Book Station
35 Mézes Kuckd
36 Pendragon

€) Sports & Activities
37 Alfréd Hajés Sports Pools..
38 Bringohintd .....cccooveveveinee
39 Dagaly Swimming Complex
40 Danubius Health Spa Hélia ...........ccccocoe
41 Danubius Health Spa Margitsziget.........
42 Palatinus Strand..........cococovviinicnininins A3

© Sleeping
43 Adina Apartment Hotel.........ccccoovvvinn
44 Aventura Boutique Hostel..
45 Boat Hotel Fortuna
46 Danubius Grand Hotel Margitsziget......... B2
47 NH Budapest.............
48 Peter's Apartments
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ERZSEBETVAROS & THE JEWISH QUARTER
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A
®o 0.25 miles
@ Top Sights (p147)
1 Heroes' Square ...A3
2 Millenary Monument .A3

3 Museum of Fine Arts ... .
4 SzéchenyiBaths .......cccooveeevicccccee

o
® Sights (p149) ==
5 1956 Revolution Monument.. .B4 :
6 Anonymous Statue ...B3
7 Budapest Zoo . A2 ;
8 Holnemvolt Park ... ..B2 =3
9 Hungarian Agricultural Museum . ..B3 A
10 Institute of Geology ....D6 Qo
11 Jak Chapel ..B3 @
12 National Institute for the Blind. ™
13 Palace of Art <
14 Statue of George Washington.. o
15 Timewheel =
16 Transportation Museum. o
Vajdahunyad Castle .........cccocvvviirennnne
3 Eating (p150)
17 Bagolyvar. ...A3
18 Gundel
19 Olimpia ...C6
20 Robinson.. ...A3
21 Topart... ...A3
..D5
@ Drinking & Nightlife (p151)
23 DUrer Kert ..o Cc5
24 Kertem

25 Pantlika ...
26 SPAIY oo

& Entertainment (p152)
27 Capital Circus of Budapest ...B2
28 Ferenc Puskés Stadium
29 Laszl6 Papp Budapest Sportaréna .
30 Petéfi Csarnok

@ Shopping (p153)
31 Pecsa Bolhapiac C3
€) Sports & Activities (p153)
32 City Park Ice-Skating RinK.........ccccccceevrenee. A3
© Sleeping (p174)
33 Mirage Fashion Hotel ......cocooeeeiiicicicn A4

29

Puskas Ferenc ()
Stadion




©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

: Our Story

§ A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
# for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
: Australia. It took several months, and at the end - broke but
inspired — they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London,
Melbourne, Oakland, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief
that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse'.

Our Writers

Steve Fallon

Coordinating author, Castle District, Gellért Hill & Taban, Obuda & Buda
Hills, Parliament & Around, Margaret Island & Northern Pest, Day Trips
from Budapest Steve, who has worked on every edition of Lonely Planet’s Bu-
dapest, first visited Magyarorszag in the early 1980s by chance — he'd stopped
off on his way to Poland to buy bananas for his friends’ children. It was a brief
visit but he immediately fell in love with thermal baths, Tokaj wine and bableves
(bean soup). Unable to survive on the occasional fleeting fix, he moved to Budapest in 1992,
where he could enjoy all three in abundance and magyarul (in Hungarian). Now based in London,
Steve returns to Hungary regularly for all these things and more: palinka, Art Nouveau, the haunt-
ing voice of Marta Sebestyén and the best nightlife in Central Europe. Steve also wrote the Plan
Your Trip section (with the exception of the Drinking & Nightlife category overview), plus the Un-
derstand Budapest section and the Survival Guide, and co-wrote the Sleeping chapter.

Read more about Steve at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/stevefallon

L Sally Schafer

Belvaros, Erzsébetvaros & the Jewish Quarter, Southern Pest, City Park
& Beyond Sally first visited Budapest in 2004 when she discovered ruin pubs
and danced by the Danube till dawn. This research trip gave her the chance to
rediscover old haunts and get locked into some new ones. Sally has worked

for Lonely Planet since 2000 in a variety of guises and written about countless
global destinations. Sally also wrote the Drinking & Nightlife category overview,
and co-wrote the Sleeping chapter.

Published by Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

ABN 36 005 607 983 Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
6th edition — March 2015 able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about
ISBN 978174321003 1 the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
© Lonely Planet 2015 Photographs © as indicated 2015 mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

10987654321
Printed in China

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be copied, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic,
mechanical, recording or otherwise, excert brief extracts for the purpose of review, and no part of this Eubllcatlon may be sold or hired, without the
written permission of the publisher. Lonely Planet and the Lonely Planet logo are trademarks of Lonely Planet and are registered in the US Patent and
Trademark Office and in other countries. Lonely Planet does not allow its name or logo to be appropriated by commercial establishments, such as
retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.com/ip.
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© Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd. To make it easier for you to use,
access to this chapter is not digitally restricted. In return, we think it's fair
to ask you to use it for personal, non-commercial purposes only. In other
words, please don't upload this chapter to a peer-to-peer site, mass
email it to everyone you know, or resell it. See the terms and conditions
on our site for a longer way of saying the above - ‘Do the right thing with
our content!
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