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In This Book

  Cafés 10am to 5am; 
closing times usually de-
pend on how busy a place 
is on any given night

  Banks 9am to 3.30pm

  Shops 9am to 6pm 
Monday to Saturday; 
some also open on 
Sunday
 y Top Tip Post o   ces 
generally operate from 
9am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday and until noon Sat-
urday. Smaller branches 
close for lunch; larger 
ones stay open until 6pm.

   Discount Cards
 y Top Tip If you’re 
planning on some serious 
sightseeing, you’ll save a 
bundle with the Brussels 
Card or Bruges Card – 
they also give discounts 
at some concert venues, 
restaurants and bars, as 
well as saving you money 
on transport.

  Many of Belgium’s 
attractions and enter-
tainment venues o  er 
discounts for students 
and children; family rates 
are rare. 

  Students will need an 
International Student Iden-
tity Card (ISIC) for reduced 
admission to museums, 
discounted cinema tickets 
and train fares. Senior 
citizens and travellers with 
disabilities will generally 
receive a discount.

  Electricity

230V/50Hz

 Emergency
  Ambulance/Fire 

Brigade (%100)

  Police (%101)

  Helpline (%02-648 
40 14) A 24-hour helpline 
based in Brussels.

  SOS Viol (%02-534 
36 36) Rape crisis line in 
Brussels.

 Money
  Currency Belgium uses 

the euro (€). For updated 
currency exchange rates, 
check www.xe.com.

   ATMs Widely available 
in Brussels and Bruges. 

   Credit cards Visa is 
the most widely accepted 
credit card, followed by 
MasterCard. American 
Express and Diners Club 
cards are only accepted 
at the more exclusive 
establishments.

  Money changers There 
are exchange bureaus 
(wisselkantoren in Dutch, 
bureaux d'échange in 
French) at airports or 
train stations as well as 
major tourist precincts. 
Few establishments ac-
cept travellers’ cheques.

  Tipping Tipping is not 
 obligatory, as service and 
VAT are included in hotel 
and restaurant prices. 
It’s common to round up 
restaurant bills and taxi 
fares by a euro or two. 
In public toilets people 
are expected to tip the 
attendants (€0.30 to 
€0.50).

 Public Holidays
    New Year's Day 
1 January

 Easter Monday 
March/April

 Labour Day 1 May

 Ascension Day 
40th day after Easter

 Whit Monday 7th Mon-
day after Easter

has no central hub, so 
grab a free STIB/MIVB 
transport map before 
going too far. 

  Underground premetro 
trams link Brussels-Nord 
(Gare du Nord) and 
Brussels-Midi (Gare du 
Midi) via the Bourse.

  Don’t expect London-
style frequency: trains 
only run every 10 to 15 
minutes.

  Public transport in 
Brussels runs from 6am 
to midnight, after which 
it’s taxi only except on 
Friday and Saturday, 
when 17 Noctis night-bus 
routes (€3 one way) 
operate twice hourly from 
midnight to 3am, most 
starting from Place de 
Brouckère.

   Taxi
 y Best for... late nights

  O   cial taxis (typically 
black or white) charge 

€2.40 pick-up plus 
€1.35/2.70 per kilometre 
within/outside Brussels. 
There’s a €2 supplement 
between 10pm and 6am. 
Waiting costs €25 per 
hour. 

  Taxes and tips are 
o   cially included in the 
meter price so you should 
ignore requests for extra 
service charges. 

  Taxis in Brussels wait 
near the three central 
train stations, outside 
Hôtel Amigo, near the 
Grand Place and at Place 
Stéphanie on Ave Louise. 

  Cabbies have a reputa-
tion for aggressive, over-
fast driving but if you’re 
seriously dissatis  ed you 
can report them toll-free 
on 0800 940 01 – the 
receipt, which they must 
legally print for you, 
should have their four-
digit taxi ID.

  In Brussels, try Taxis 
Bleus (%02-268 00 00) 
or Taxis Verts (%02-349 
49 49).

  In Bruges, taxis wait 
on the Markt and in 
front of the train station. 
Otherwise you can phone 
050 33 44 44 or 050 38 
46 60.

 Essential 
Information
 Business Hours
    Reviews in this book 
won’t list business 
hours unless they vary 
signi  cantly from these 
standards. 

  Restaurants 11.30am 
to 3pm & 6.30pm to 11pm

  Brasseries 11am to 1am

 Tickets & Passes
  In Brussels, transport tickets are valid for one hour and are sold at metro 
stations, STIB/MIVB kiosks, newsagents and on buses and trams. Single 
STIB/MIVB tickets cost €1.80 including transfers, while unlimited one-day 
passes cost €6. Note that airport buses are excluded and slightly higher 
‘jump’ fares apply if you want to connect to city routes operated by De Lijn 
(Flanders bus), TEC (Wallonia bus) or SNCB/NMBS (rail). Children under six 
travel free. Tickets must be validated before travel, in machines located at 
the entrance to metro platforms or inside buses and trams. Travelling with an 
unvalidated ticket will incur a fine; random checks are made.
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ternational Station in just 
one hour, 51 minutes.

  There are two trains 
an hour from Brussels 
to Bruges (from €18 one 
way; 50 minutes).

 Bruges Railway 
Station

   Bruges’ train station is 
1.5km south of Markt

  There are regular buses 
into town, or you’ll easily 
 nd a taxi. 

  Twice-hourly trains 
run to Brussels via 
Ghent. Hourly trains 
go to Antwerp, Knokke, 
Ostend and Zeebrugge 
via Lissewege.

 Getting 
Around
  Bicycle
 y Best for… making like 
a local 

   Villo! (%07-805 11 10; 
http://en.villo.be; h24hr) 
is a system of 180 
automated stations for 
short-term bicycle rental 
in Brussels. First you 
need a subscription, then 
charges accumulate and 

are debited from your 
credit/bank card. 

  In Brussels, bicycles 
can be carried on metros 
and trams except at rush 
hours (7am to 9am and 
4pm to 6.30pm), once 
you’ve purchased a one-
year bike pass (€15).

  Cycling In Brussels 
(www.bicycle.irisnet.be) 
has maps and information.

  Bruges is a great city 
for cyclists – it won’t take 
you long to get anywhere, 
even to the coast, by bike. 

  For bike rental in Brug-
es, including tandems, try 
 Eric Popelier (%050 34 
32 62; www.  etsenpopelier.be; 
Mariastraat 26; per hr/half-/
full day €4/8/12, tandem per 
hr/half-/full day €10/17/25; 
h10am-6pm).

  Boat
  y Best for… Bruges 
romantics 

  Boats depart roughly 
every 20 minutes from 
the jetties south of the 
Burg, including Rozen-
hoedkaai and Dijver.

  Tours last around 30 
minutes (adult/child 
€7.60/3.40)

  Expect queues in 
summer. 

Car & Motorcycle
  y Best for… 
independence 

    Public transport is the 
easiest way to get round 
Brussels: the slightest 
hiccup brings tra   c to a 
halt, especially on Friday 
afternoons. 

  In Brussels, street 
parking requires payment 
when signs say betalend 
parkeren/stationnement 
payant (usually 9am to 
1pm and 2pm to 7pm 
Monday to Saturday). 

  Major car-rental 
companies have o   ces at 
Gare du Midi and Brussels 
Airport, but rentals from 
their downtown o   ces 
usually cost less. Try  Avis 
(%02-537 12 80; www.avis.
be; Rue Américaine 145) or 
 Budget (%02-646 51 30; 
www.budget.be; Ave Louise 91). 

 Given central Bruges’ 
nightmarish one-way 
system, the best idea for 
drivers is to use the large 
covered car park beside 
the train station, which is 
reasonably priced.

Metro, Premetro 
& Bus
 y Best for… outlying 
areas in Brussels

      Brussels’ vast web of 
bus and tram transport 

train station is on Level 1.

   Brussels Airport 
Express runs four times 
an hour from 5.26am 
with the last train leaving 
at 12.26am (5.17am and 
11.50pm respectively on 
weekends) to Brus-
sels’ Gare du Nord (18 
minutes), Gare Centrale 
(22 minutes) and Gare du 
Midi (30 minutes). The 
trip costs €4.40/2.90 
one way (1st/2nd class). 

   MIVB/STIB (www.stib.
be) runs express buses 
(line 12 on weekdays, line 
11 on weekends) from 
the airport to Schuman 
metro station and then 
on to Gare Bruxelles-
Luxembourg. The service 

runs regularly from 7am 
to 8pm (outside these 
hours and on weekends 
Schuman is the last stop) 
taking roughly 30 min-
utes. Tickets cost €3. 

  DeLijn (www.delijn.
be) also runs a bus (€3) 
between the airport and 
Gare du Nord, but the 
Brussels Airport Express 
is much faster. 

  A taxi to central Brus-
sels will cost around €35.

 Brussels South 
Charleroi Airport
  Brussels’ second airport, 
Brussels South Charleroi 
Airport (www.charleroi
-airport.com), is 46km 

southeast of the city and 
is used mainly by budget 
airlines, including Ryanair.

  Buses to Brussels Gare 
du Midi leave around 
half an hour after  ight 
arrivals (€11/20 one way/
return; one hour).

  There are also direct 
buses to Bruges four times 
per day (€20/38 one way/
return; two hours).

 Brussels Gare 
du Midi

  The Eurostar (www.
eurostar.com) whisks 
you between Brussels’ 
Gare du Midi and central 
London’s St Pancras In-

Transport Tours in Brussels
   Brussels by Water (%02-203 64 06; www.scaldisnet.be; Ave du Port; 45-min port 

tours adult/concession from €4/3; h2pm, 3pm, 4pm & 5pm Tue, Wed & Sun May-Sep) 
Brussels' canals o  er an interesting (if industrial) perspective on the capital.

   Pro Velo (%02-502 73 55; www.provelo.org; Rue de Londres 15; tours from €8) 
Arranges good self-guided bicycle tours.

  Transport Tours in Bruges
  Canal cruises Several companies run from docks on the Dijver, Rozenhoedkaai 

and by the Blinde Ezelstraat bridge, departing every 20 minutes in summer.

  Horse-drawn carriage tours (€39 per carriage for a 30-min tour.) Touristy 
but historically informative tours set o   from the Markt.

  Quasimundo bike tours (%050 33 07 75; www.quasimundo.com; tour incl bicycle 
rental adult/student €25/23; h10am Mar-Oct) Guided cycling tour exploring 
Bruges' back streets.
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Art nouveau Falstaff café, Brussels 
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 Best Art Nouveau 
Buildings, Brussels
 Musée Horta The master 
architect’s sublime self-
designed home. (p 116 )

 Old England building 
Gorgeous old department 
store, now housing a 
music museum. (p 91 )

 Centre Belge de la 
Bande Dessinée Housed 
in a gorgeous Horta 
building. (p 70 )

 Falstaff Enjoy a beer 
in this bar designed by 
Houbion. (p 81 )

 Maison Cauchie Art 
nouveau glamour in the 
EU district. (p 105 )

 Best Churches, 
Brussels
 Église Notre Dame du 
Sablon Medieval gem 
above a lovely square. 
(p 94 )

 Cathédrale des Sts-
Michel & Gudule Grand 
cathedral in the style of 
Paris’ Notre Dame. (p 94 )

 Église Notre-Dame de 
la Chapelle The oldest 
church in the capital. 
(p 94 )

 Best Churches, 
Bruges
 Jeruzalemkerk Dra-
matically modelled on 
the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem. 
(p 31 )

 Onze-Lieve-Vrouwekerk 
Huge 13th-century 
church with a Michael-
angelo statue. (p 53 )

 St-Salvatorskathedraal 
Vast ancient church 
containing brasses and 
artworks. (p 53 )

 Best of the Rest, 
Brussels
 Grand Place Ringed by 
splendid gabled guild-
houses. (p 68 )

 Galeries St-Hubert 
Glamorous glassed- 
covered shopping 
arcade. (p 76 )

 Palais de Justice Monu-
mental and brooding law 
courts. (p 95 )

 Berlaymont Building 
Star-shaped building 
housing EU commission-
ers. (p 111 )

 Best of the Rest, 
Bruges
 OLV-ter-Potterie Ba-
roque church-hospital 
complex. (p 34 )

 Concertgebouw Bruges’ 
dramatic concession to 
modernity. (p 61 )

Best

  Bruges and Brussels both present a compelling 
cross-section of architectural styles – indeed, 
the fabulous architecture is the reason many visi-
tors are here. The country’s most bizarre build-
ing, the Atomium, captures the futuristic style 
of the dawn of the space age. Contemporary 
architecture has lagged behind (evidenced by the 
nondescript glass o   ce-blocks in the EU quarter 
of Brussels), but a few groundbreaking buildings 
are rising on the skyline, such as Bruges’ red-
brick concert hall, the Concertgebouw.

 Architectural History
  Medieval architecture – the columned Roman-
esque and more angular Gothic – was followed 
in the 16th and early 17th centuries by Flemish 
baroque (also known as Flemish Renaissance), 
inspired by  amboyant trends from Italy. The most 
famous examples are the gorgeous guildhalls on 
Brussels’ Grand Place, which were rebuilt in this 
style following the city’s bombardment in 1695.

 Art Nouveau and Beyond
  The late 19th-century introduction of art nouveau 
has left a lasting mark, especially in Brussels. First 
introduced to the city by Victor Horta, signature 
art nouveau motifs of sinuous swirls, curls and 
 oral tendrils are ubiquitous throughout Brussels, 

though the style would have left much more of 
a mark had it not been for the wave of demoli-
tions that swept the city in the mid-20th century. 
The destruction of Horta’s magni  cent Maison 
du Peuple – torn down in 1965 to make way for 
an unutterably bland o   ce building – sparked 
international outrage, leading to the introduction 
of laws protecting the city’s heritage. 

 Architecture 

 y Top Tip
  Get up close and 
personal with Brus-
sels’ architecture 
with the resident-
run heritage conser-
vation group,   ARAU 
(Atelier de Recherche 
et d’Action Urbaines; 
Map p 72 , D2; www.arau.
org; Blvd Adolphe Max 
55; hApr–mid-Dec), 
which runs excel-
lent coach trips 
(€17) and walking 
tours (€10) taking 
you into build-
ings that are often 
otherwise o  -limits. 
Book direct or 
through the tourist 
o   ce.
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Rotunda at the Koningin Astridpark
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 1 Vismarkt
  The handsome colon-
naded 1821 
(p 41 ) is still open for 
business most days. 
Several seafood restau-
rants here back onto 
pretty Huidenvetters-
plein, where archetypal 
Bruges buildings includ-
ing the old tanners’ 
guildhouse are located. 
To start the walk, exit 
the south end of the 
market. 

 2 Koningin 
Astridpark
  From the Vismarkt, head 
south down J Suvée   straat 
to the little-visited but 
attractive   

, named 
for the Swedish wife 
of King Léopold of 
Belgium – you can see 
her bust in the corner 
of the park, as well as 
a bandstand. Exit the 
park by the Gothic- 
revival Magdalen 
Church and detour to 
the scrumptious patis-
serie at Schaarstraat 2 
before heading down 
Willemijnendreef. 

 3 Gentpoort
  Turn right at the end 
of the street to reach 
 , one of the 
town’s four medieval 

 2 The Walk
 This circular walk takes you from the heart of 
Bruges to some of its most charming green spaces: 
the Koningin Astridpark with its little bandstand, 
the elongated park along Gentpoortvest, spacious 
Minnewater and the attractive courtyard of the 
Begijnhof. Beyond this point you circle back to the 
more touristy environs of the Vismarkt. An excellent 
patisserie en route provides perfect picnic fodder.

 Start Vismarkt

 Finish Vismarkt

 Length 3km; two hours

 5 Take a Break
 This route features the splendid little   Patisserie 
Schaeverbeke (%050 33 31 82; Schaarstraat 2), piled 
with creamy fruity cakes, croissants and fresh 
fragrant bread. Stock up here for a picnic near the 
Minnewater; you can also buy fresh fruit at the 
greengrocer across the road.
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gateways. From here, a 
pleasant footpath leads 
through the greenery 
along the water’s edge. 

 4 Minnewater 
Park
  You emerge at the  

 (p 57 ), a 
scenic green space with 
orderly  ower beds 
and secluded paths. 
It’s hard to believe that 
the serene lake here, 
now known to Bruges-
dwellers as the ‘Lake of 
Love’, was once the in-
ner harbour of the city 
where exotic cargoes of 
wool, wine, spices and 
silks were unloaded.

 5 Wijngaardplein
  Head up to  

, a touristy 
but still irresistible 
square ringed by cafés 
and featuring a horse-
head fountain where 
the city’s carriage 
horses are watered. The 
cafés here are a little on 
the pricey side, but the 
views are refreshing.

 6 Begijnhof
  Over the little arched 
bridge from the square, 
the 13th-century 
  (p 50 ) is 
one of the delights of 
Bruges, its whitewashed 

buildings encircling a 
garden with tall trees 
and swaths of da  odils 
in spring. It’s well 
worth visiting the house 
museum here, as well 
as the church. From 
the Begijnhof, cross 
the water and head 

up Wijngaardstraat 
to turn left onto Kate-
lijnestraat. Bear right 
onto Gruuthusestraat 
(which becomes Dijver) 
and head back to the 
Vismarkt.

 Best Walks
 Bruges’ Parks 
and Canals 

 Bruges’ Parks and Canals   127126
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 1 Taste Some Brews
  If you’re in the area from Monday to 
Saturday, start your tour at  Musée 
Bruxellois de la Gueuze (%02-521 49 
28; www.cantillon.be; Rue Gheude 56; admis-
sion €5; h8.30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm 
Sat; mGare du Midi), which takes you 
behind the scenes of the production 
of these unique lambic beers. And of 
course, you get to taste some, too.

 2 Wander Gare du Midi Market
  If you’re visiting on a Sunday, head 
to the Gare du Midi  market (h6am-
1pm Sun; mGare du Midi), said to be the 
biggest in Europe. This sprawl of 
colourful stalls has an international 
 avour, with exotic North African and 

Mediterranean spices, cheeses, meats, 
clothing and leather goods.

 3 Shop at Jeu-de-Balle Flea 
Market
  The quintessential Marolles experi-
ence is haggling at this chaotic   ea 
market (Place du Jeu-de-Balle; h7am-2pm; 
mPorte de Hal or jLemonnier). Weekends 
see it at its liveliest, but for the best 
bargains head here early morning 
midweek. Stop for a co  ee at  Le 
Marsellais (%02-503 00 83; Rue Blaes 163; 
h8am-midnight Tue-Sun) on the north-
east corner of the square: 55 varieties 
of pastis are served here.

 4 Walk up Rue des Renard
  This narrow street exempli  es how the 
area is changing – on the left heading 
uphill are trendy vintage and retro 
shops, on the right cottages and tra-

ditional restaurants. At the top you’ll 
often  nd a vestige of the old Marolles: 
a cart selling little pots of snails.

 5 View Horta’s Jardin d’Enfants
  This lovely Horta  building (Rue St-Ghis-
lain 40) was designed as a school, and is 
still used as such, so you’ll only be able 
to view it from the outside. Look for 
sinuous plant motifs, a playful tower, 
and stripes of grey and pale stone. 

 6 Check out the Brueghel House
  There is a  museum (%02-513 89 40; Rue 
Haute 132) in this step-gabled house 
where Pieter Brueghel the Elder lived 
and died, but it’s only open by reserva-
tion; phone ahead or check with the 
tourist o   ce for details.

 7 See St-Jeanne-et-Étienne aux 
Minimes
  The area’s  church (%02-511 93 84; Rue 
des Minimes 62; g27) is a huge, sooty 
and weather-beaten baroque structure, 
completed in 1715. If you visit on Sun-
day at 11.30am you can go to Mass – 
the acoustics of the ribbed cupola are 
very good, and Mass features either 
Gregorian chants or Bach cantatas.

 8 Dine at L’Idiot du Village
  Booking ahead is essential to secure a 
table at the colourful  L’Idiot du Village 
(%02-502 55 82; Rue Notre Seigneur 19; 
hnoon-2pm & 7.30-11pm Mon-Fri; mLouise), 
secluded on a little side street near 
the Place du Jeu-de-Balle. The Belgian 
dishes are rich and aromatic (lots of 
herbs) and portions are generous.

 Getting There

 The glass elevator 
from Place Poelaert, 
in front of the Palais 
de Justice, whisks you 
down the steep hill to 
the Marolles. 

 m Gare du Midi and 
Porte de Hal are the 
best metro stations.

 Brussels’ partially gentrified working-class area, 
the Marolles, is known for its colourful dialect and 
down-to-earth watering holes. To appreciate the 
area’s roots head to Place du Jeu-de-Balle, or pop 
into a neighbourhood bar. Crumbling brick chim-
neys are another remnant of the area’s industrial 
past. Visit on Sunday for the Gare du Midi market 
(though the brewery will be closed): to take in 
morning Mass at the church visit these sights in a 
different order.

 A Stroll in the Marolles
Local Life

119119A Stroll in the MarollesWorth a Trip118

       %02-543 04 90

  www.hortamuseum.be

  Rue Américaine 25

  adult/child €7/3.50

  h2-5.30pm Tue-Sun

 y Top Tips
  For detailed coverage, 

buy the excellent mu-
seum guide (€10).

  Visits are limited to 45 
people – arrive early to 
avoid queuing. 

  Guided tours in English 
are available on request.

  Another option for 
seeing the house – and 
other art nouveau build-
ings – with an expert 
guide, is to book one of 
the bus tours operated 
by Arau (02-219 33 45; 
www.arau.org; 3hr; €17).

 5 Take a Break
 Try friendly bistro 
  SiSiSi (%02-538 58 18; 
Chaussée de Charleroi 174; 
h10am-midnight), or 
have a glass of wine 
and a cheese platter at 
stylish   Oeno tk (%02-
534 64 34; h11am-8pm 
Mon & Tue, till 10.30pm 
Wed-Sat). 

 Don’t Miss
 Stairwell
  The stairwell is the structural triumph of the 
house – follow the playful knots and curlicues of 
the banister, which become more exuberant as 
you ascend, ending at a tangle of swirls and glass 
lamps at the skylight, glazed with citrus-coloured 
and plain glass. Metal arches and girders unify 
the design from the top to the bottom of the 
house, and rooms open out to the front and back, 
giving a great sense of space and light.

 Dining Room
  Floor mosaics, glittering stained glass, and ce-
ramic brick walls re  ect the light in this superbly 
harmonious room, rich with swirling American 
ash furniture, glowing brass and a pink-and-
orange colour scheme. The room opens into a 
salon, with glass doors creating a sense of  ow 
into the garden beyond.

 Bedrooms
  There is more honey-coloured American ash in 
Horta’s bedroom, where a closet reveals a discreet 
and handy urinal. Adjoining is a reconstructed 
bathroom with a very grand water heater and 
shower. Horta’s daughter’s room has a pretty 
winter garden, while you can only envy people 
who were invited to stay in the guest bedroom at 
the top of the house: the swirly brass door-handle 
is a pleasure in itself.

 Exterior
  As is typical of Horta’s work, the exterior is rela-
tively austere, though nice to contemplate once 
you’ve been inside – look out for the dragon  y-
shaped railing of the guestroom window and the 
aesthetic/industrial metal balcony.

  Musée Horta
Top Sights

  The exterior doesn’t give much away, but  Victor 
Horta’s  former home (designed and built 1898–
1901) is an art nouveau jewel. Bathed in warm 
colours, the ground-  oor living areas incorporate 
gleaming  oor-to-ceiling tiling, while upstairs you 
can see Horta’s personalised touches in the small, 
intimate rooms. The lower level o  ers an overview 
of his work, including a model of his magni  cent 
Maison du Peuple which tragically met with the 
wrecking ball.
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Interior at the Musée Horta

  Getting There

 U 92 runs from Place 
Louise (15 min; every 
15 min)

 m Horta

 J See the Musée 
Horta and other art 
nouveau houses on 
the ARAU bus tour

117Musée HortaWorth a Trip116

1

#

#

#

#
# #

E

E

E
E

E E

GGrraanndd
PPllaaccee

MMuussééeess RRooyyaauuxx
dd''AArrtt eett

dd''HHiissttooiirree

PPaarrcc dduu
CCiinnqquuaanntteennaaiirree

CCeennttrree BBeellggee
ddee llaa BBaannddee
DDeessssiinnééee

MMuussééee ddeess IInnssttrruummeennttss
ddee MMuussiiqquuee

MMuussééeess
RRooyyaauuxx ddeess
BBeeaauuxx--AArrttss

Grand Place & Ilôt 
Sacré (p66)
The geographical heart 
of Brussels, with 
dazzling medieval 
buildings and standout 
restaurants, theatres 
and music venues.

Top SightsE
Grand Place 
Centre Belge de la 
Bande Dessinée

Royal Quarter 
Museums
(p86)
This stately district has 
a compelling cluster of 
museums, some lovely 
green spaces, and the 
city’s best chocolatiers.

Top SightsE
Musées Royaux des 
Beaux-Arts
Musée des Instruments 
de Musique 

Parc du Cinquante-
naire & EU Quarter 
(p102)
As well as being the 
gleaming centre of EU 
power, this district 
boasts a beautiful park 
and some fine 
museums.

Top SightsE
Parc du Cinquantenaire
Musées Royaux d’Art et 
d’Histoire 
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Burg, Markt & the 
North (p22)
Two stunning interlinked 
squares are the perfect 
introduction to the 
medieval city, and the 
surrounding lanes are 
delightful for exploring.

Top SightsE
Markt
Burg

Groeningemuseum 
& the South (p44)
Bruges’ major museums 
are here, including 
standout collections of 
the Flemish Primitives, 
while the Begijnhof is a 
green retreat.

Top SightsE
Groeningemuseum
Memlingmuseum
Begijnhof

 Neighbourhoods
 Bruges & Brussels  

Neighbourhoods  1918

 For more information,
see Survival Guide (p 149 )

   Currency
 The euro (€)

  Language
 French/Dutch

  Visas
 Not required for US, Canadian, Australian, 
New Zealand or South African visitors for 

stays up to six months. European Union 
nationals can stay inde  nitely.

 Money
 ATMs are widespread. Cash is preferred 

in small shops; major credit cards in 
larger ones. 

   Mobile Phones
 European and Australian mobile phones will 

work. US visitors should check with their 
service provider. Buy a local SIM card to 

bring costs down.

  Time
 Central European Time 

(GMT/UTC plus one hour) 

  Plugs & Adaptors
 Two-pin plugs; current is 220v. 

North American visitors require adaptors.

  Tipping
 Not obligatory, as service charges and VAT 

are included in hotel and restaurant prices. It’s 
common to round up restaurant bills and taxi 

fares by a euro or two. 

 Getting Around
 Bruges’ train station is 1.5km south of 
Markt; from here you can catch a taxi or bus 
into town, or take a scenic 20-minute walk.

 Brussels’ integrated bus-tram-metro system 
is operated by STIB/MIVB. Public transport 
runs from 6am to midnight, after which it’s 
taxi only, except on Friday and Saturday, 
when 17 Noctis night-bus routes operate 
twice hourly from midnight to 3am, most 
starting from Place de Brouckère.

 m Tram, Metro and Bus
  Brussels metro stations are marked with 
a white ‘M’ on a blue background. Lines 1A 
(northwest–southeast) and 1B (northeast–
southwest) share the same central stretch, 
including useful stops at Bruxelles-Central, 
Ste-Catherine and Schuman (for the EU 
area). Line 2 follows the Petit Ring. Trains 
run every 10–15 minutes. Underground 
premetro trams also link Brussels-Nord with 
Brussels-Midi via the Bourse. 

 STIB/MIVB tickets are valid across metro, 
premetro (tram) and bus services. Tickets 
must be validated before travel, in machines 
located at the entrance to metro stations, or 
inside trams and buses. 

 K Taxi 
  In Brussels, official taxis (typically black or 
white) charge €2.40 pick-up plus €1.35 per 
kilometre. There’s a €2 supplement between 
10pm and 6am. Waiting costs €25 per hour. 
Taxes and tips are officially included in the 
meter price.

 H Bicycle
  Villo! (%078-051 110; http://en.villo.be; 
h24hr) is a system of 180 automated sta-
tions for short-term bicycle rental in Brus-
sels. You first need to buy a subscription, 
then charges accumulate and are debited 
from your credit/bankcard. 

 Arriving in Bruges 
and Brussels

  Most travellers to Belgium, whether arriv-
ing by air or rail, will generally arrive first in 
Brussels and then catch onward transport 
to Bruges. 

 A Arriving by Air
  Brussels International Airport (www.
brussels airport.be) is situated 14km 
northeast of the city. From here, there 
are regular trains and buses into central 
Brussels, from where you can catch onward 
trains to Bruges.

 Brussels’ second airport, Brussels South 
Charleroi Airport (www.charleroi-airport.
com), is 46km southeast of the city and is 
used mainly by budget airlines including 
Ryanair. From here, you can catch buses to 
both Brussels and Bruges. 

 L Arriving by Train
  Most international trains arrive at Bruxelles-
Midi (South Station), which is the main 
station for international connections: the 
Eurostar, TGV and Thalys high-speed trains 
only stop here. It’s too far to walk from Midi 
to the centre of town - you’ll need to take the 
metro or a taxi. 

 Most other mainline trains stop in quick suc-
cession at Bruxelles-Midi (Gare du Midi), 
Bruxelles-Central (Gare Centrale, Central 
Station) and, except for Amsterdam trains, 
also at Bruxelles-Nord (Gare du Nord, North 
Station). 

 Regular trains from Brussels to Bruges 
depart hourly from all three main stations 
(Bruxelles-Midi, Bruxelles-Central and 
Bruxelles-Nord).

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than €60 

   Dorm bed €25–€35

   Supermarkets and prix-fixe lunchtime 
specials

   Free national museums, church concerts

 Midrange €60–€150 
   Double room €90

   Two-course dinner with glass of wine €30

   Jazz concert ticket €15

 Top End more than €150 
   4-star hotel double room €200

   Three-course dinner in top restaurant with 
wine €60

   BOZAR ticket €65

  Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com) Great 
for planning

 Agenda (www.agenda.be) Nightlife and 
exhibitions: look out for the trilingual print 
version too

 Visit Brussels (visitbrussels.be) Slick and 
super-helpful tourist board site

 Advance Planning
 One month Book accommodation early, 
particularly for Bruges in high season

 Two weeks Book a Brussels Greeter for 
insider insight (p 94 )

 A few days Buy concert tickets online

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience 

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the cities – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Local Life
The insider’s cities

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Bruges 
& Brussels’ Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the cities on foot

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

The Best 
of Bruges 
& Brussels 
The cities’ highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Bruges 
& Brussels
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  
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Our selection of the cities’ best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pane
upholstered bar during W
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Lonely Planet’s 
Bruges & Brussels  
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the cities into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the cities: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Bruges 
& Brussels.  

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Bruges & Brussels

 Romantic, canal-woven Bruges and buzzing multinational 
Brussels are both, in their different ways, unmissable. 
While Brussels dwarfs Bruges in size, both feature boats 
plying the waterways, serene parks, a web of cycling trails, 
jumbled market stalls, forward-looking fashions, and 
 museums and galleries packed with home-grown art, 
from Brueghel masterpieces to Hergé’s Tintin. All this 
plus the finest beer and chocolate in the world. 

Bruges & Brussels Top Sights .................................8

Bruges & Brussels Local Life ................................. 12

Bruges & Brussels Day Planner ............................ 14

Need to Know .......................................................... 16

Bruges & Brussels Neighbourhoods .................... 18

Canal boat, Bruges
JIM RICHARDSON/NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY/CORBIS©
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