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MARA VORHEES
Born and raised in St Clair Shores, Michigan, Mara 
traveled the world before fi nally settling in the Hub. 
She now lives in a pink house in Somerville, Massa-
chusetts. She spent several years pushing papers 
and tapping keys at Harvard University, but has 
since embraced the life of a full-time travel writer, 
traveling to destinations as diverse as Russia and 
Belize. When in Boston, she is often spotted sipping 
Sam Seasonal in Union Sq and pedaling her road 
bike along the Charles River. Mara is the coauthor 
of Lonely Planet’s New England and the Boston City 
Guide. She has also written for National Geographic Traveler and Boston 
Globe Travel. Follow her adventures online at www.maravorhees.com.

MARA’S THANKS
To my Local Voices – Barbara Lynch, John Jacobs, Thomas O’Connor, 
Adam Roff man and Jimmy Tingle – for sharing suggestions and posing 
for pics. To my patient editor, Jennye Garibaldi, for giving me an assign-
ment close to home. To my patient husband, for sharing his city with me. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHER
Lou Jones specializes in location photography for corporate and editorial 
clients including Federal Express, Nike, National Geographic and Aetna. He 
has completed assignments in 46 countries, photographing royalty and 
the third world, the sacred and profane. With a lifelong passion for photo-
journalism and social documentary, Jones has worked with institutions 
such as Amnesty International, and has photographed many jazz legends, 
including Miles Davis, 12 Olympic Games, and inmates on death row. 
Jones’s work is included in collections at Smithsonian Institution, DeCor-
dova Museum, Gallery Saintonge, and the Center for Fine Art Photography.
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Cover photograph Boat sails under a bridge on the Charles River with the buildings of downtown Boston in the 
background, Kevin Fleming/Corbis. Internal photographs p142 Brandon Presser; p10 Sharon/Alamy; p4 Stock 
Connection Distribution/Alamy. All other photographs by Lonely Planet Images, and by Lou Jones except Brian 
Cruickshank p69; Richard Cummins p15, p32 (top right); Lee Foster p21, p31; Kim Grant p8, p12, p17, p22, p24, 
p27, p29, p32 (bottom), p36, p43, p59, p60, p80, p135, p137, p138, p146, p149, p151; Hanan Isachar p123; Gareth 
McCormack p6 (top); Angus Oborn p104, p140. 

All images are copyright of the photographers unless otherwise indicated. Many of the images in this guide are 
available for licensing from Lonely Planet Images: www.lonelyplanetimages.com
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Cheer on the Boston Red Sox (p112) like a local
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Why is our travel information the best in the 
world? It’s simple: our authors are passionate, 
dedicated travelers. They don’t take freebies in 
exchange for positive coverage so you can be sure 
the advice you’re given is impartial. They travel 
widely to all the popular spots, and off  the beaten 
track. They don’t research using just the internet 
or phone. They discover new places not included 
in any other guidebook. They personally visit 
thousands of hotels, restaurants, palaces, trails, 
galleries, temples and more. They speak with 
dozens of locals every day to make sure you get the 
kind of insider knowledge only a local could tell 
you. They take pride in getting all the details right, 
and in telling it how it is. Think you can do it? Find 
out how at lonelyplanet.com.
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>

Top Bustling Long Wharf on Boston’s waterfront Bottom A wintry day on Commonwealth Ave in Back Bay)

THIS IS BOSTON
Exiting Kendall Square, the red-line train emerges 
from the tunnel into the daylight. It trundles over 
the Longfellow Bridge, off ering up 360 degrees 
of river, sky and city.
The sun glints off  the River Charles, framing the sailboats that fl oat silent-
ly in the basin. The handsome Back Bay brownstones line up along the 
shore in an orderly fashion, while the backdrop is a haphazard assembly 
of skyscraper spires. In the east, the gold dome of the State House peaks 
out from its perch on Beacon Hill. And in the west shines the Citgo sign. 
The passengers on the T take a momentary break from their commute to 
marvel at their city.

If Boston is lovely to look at from afar, she is even more intriguing up 
close. These narrow streets recall a history of revolution and transforma-
tion: Puritans fl eeing persecution and setting up their model society; 
patriots protesting tyranny and building a new nation; philosophers and 
poets preaching and penning to change their world for the better.

Today, Boston is still among the country’s forward-thinking and 
barrier-breaking cities. This is most evident politically, where it is at the 
forefront of controversial issues such as supporting same-sex marriage 
and universal healthcare. It’s also visible in the changing landscape of 
the city; Boston and its environs are now home to some of the country’s 
most cutting-edge architecture and innovative urban-planning projects. 
Culturally, Boston is shedding its staid and stodgy reputation, with a 
fl ourishing contemporary art and fi lm scene. 

No single element has infl uenced the city so profoundly as its edu-
cational institutions. As in the past, Boston’s universities and colleges 
continue to attract scholars, scientists, philosophers and writers who 
shape the city’s evolving culture. Students arrive from around the world, 
an endless source of energy for the youthful city.

Now the train has pulled into Park St station. Elbows out. Eyes alert. 
Let’s see what Boston is all about.
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