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The answer is this treasure trove of surprising and 
inspiring tales: thirty-two stories that span the thematic 
spectrum from disorientation to revelation, disillusion to 
redemption, life-threatening risk to life-saving connection; 
in settings as varied as Antarctica, Alaska, and Argentina, 
Saudi Arabia, Sulawesi, and South Africa; written by a 
distinguished corps of contributors who have humbled  
us in their enthusiasm for this project.

Exhilaratingly varied in place, plot, and voice,  
these tales all share one common characteristic: They 
manifest a passion for the precious gifts that travel 
confers, from its unexpected but inevitably enriching 
lessons about other peoples and places to the truths – 
sometimes uncomfortable but always enlarging – it 
reveals about ourselves.

May your own life’s journey be enriched and enlarged  
by these master storytellers’ true travel tales!

When I was preparing to settle in Greece for a year 
fresh out of college, in addition to my guidebooks,  

I packed two novels, The Magus by John Knowles and 
Zorba the Greek by Nikos Kazantzakis. As the year 
unfolded, in many ways the latter two proved to be the 
best guides of all, immersive, enlightening introductions  
to the landscape, people, and culture I was discovering.

As I have learned over and over in my wanderings, some 
of the best travel writing is fictional. And some of the best 
travel writers, going all the way back to Lady Murasaki, 
Homer, and the authors of One Thousand and One Nights, 
are the fiction-spinners who transport us to the worlds 
they create with their words.

This truth was the inspiration behind the anthology you 
hold in your hands. What would we get, we wondered, if we 
asked some of the planet’s most acclaimed fiction writers to 
describe their most meaningful non-fictional journeys?

Introduction

B Y  D O N  G E O R G E
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I suppose it was inevitable. My family’s annual vacations 
had always consisted of weeks-long summer driving trips, 

and almost exclusively north, to cool, tidy, familiar 
Minnesotas and Wisconsins and Manitobas. I had studied 
Spanish for ten years. I was 17 going on 18, out of high 
school a semester early, working a minimum-wage job and 
admitted to the college of my choice. And for three years my 
favorite book had been The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test, Tom 
Wolfe’s iconifying 1968 chronicle of Ken Kesey and his 
dozen friends’ pointless and profound coast-to-coast-to-
coast 1964 trip across America in an old school bus. It was a 
moment, for people my age, when high adventure seemed 
not only possible but easy, not only easy but obligatory.

And so in the summer of 1972, five other Omaha boys 
and I bought a stubby old yellow school bus. It got 
atrocious mileage, even by the standards of that era, but 
gas cost only 35 cents a gallon. We ripped out most of the 
seats, built some crude wooden storage cabinets, installed 
a cassette tape player and speakers, tacked down 100 
square feet of gold loop-pile carpeting, bought some maps, 
and – cell-phoneless, internetless – lit out for the territory. 
We were headed south, due south, way south, beyond the 
frontier, to Mexico. 

Going South

B Y  K U R T  A N D E R S E N
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