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My, I felt smug. The sky was 
too blue to be true, a spread of 
cobalt I thought only existed in 
Technicolor or Photoshop. The 
historic trail – largely empty, 
it being before the peak hiking 
months – was fringed by a golden 

fuzz of gorse, while surrounding meadows 
nodded with purples, pinks and fresh greens. 
Birds were in good voice, singing and zinging 
from the leafy treetops on a quest to secure a 
mate. And the days were endless! The sunshine 
hours stretched beyond 10pm, encouraging 
late nights on warm-enough outdoor terraces, 
savouring tapas dishes of (in-season) padrón 
peppers and a vino tinto or two. Yes, it seemed 
walking a smidgen of Spain’s Camino de 
Santiago pilgrimage trail in late May (26 May, 
to be precise), when it was all wildfl owers 
and long days and holiday-horde free, was the 
embodiment of right time, right place.

This, of course, is where all travellers 
want to be, no matter what their cultural or 
geographical preferences: right time, right 
place. We all want that sweet serendipity of 
being there when the Northern Lights are most 
likely to dance (but, ideally, it’s not too chilly); 
when the sleepy scruff -bucket town transforms 
for its once-a-year fabulous fi esta; when a mass 
mob of whales gathers at the nearby reef; when 
the climate is just perfect for whatever our 

Where in the world is the best 
place to be today, tomorrow 
or for your next birthday?

INTRODUCTION

chosen adventure. And that’s why this book 
exists – to help you focus your travels, zooming 
in on precise dates or periods to ensure some 
of the very best experiences, be they wildlife 
migrations, active escapades, raucous festivals 
or cultural showstoppers. 

Perhaps you want to know when to 
pack your picnic for the prettiest Japanese 
cherry blossom party (26 March, in case 
you’re wondering). Or when best to raft the 
Colorado River through the Grand Canyon 
(try 16 September, the day after motorboats 
are prohibited for the year). Maybe you want 
to spend your Christmas break with baby 
warthogs rather than baby Jesus (try Kenya, 27 
December), ride a bobsled in summer rather 
than winter (Austria, 2 July) or be sure not to 
miss a biggie, such as Glastonbury (England, 
28 June) or messy Tomatina (Spain, 26 August).

We all want that 
sweet serendipity 
of being there 
when the Northern 
Lights are most 
likely to dance...
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Or maybe you want to be there (with a good 
waterproof coat) when the rain is gushing 
in biblical torrents, thus ensuring waterfalls 
are at their most spectacular and most other 
people have stayed away (think Iguaçu Falls, 
9 December). Perhaps ‘right’ is being there in 
shoulder season – say, tramping New Zealand’s 
Milford Track on 10 March – to best balance 
still-decent weather with fewer crowds. 

When you drill down into the calendar year, 
you can fi nd the world’s seasonal secrets, like 
Vanuatu’s land-divers marking the start of the 
yam season or the brief window of opportunity 
to trek while listening to the sound of mating 
pandas. Organising the planet this way 
helps you pick a destination for that June 
honeymoon or your October annual leave. You 
can even use it to inspire your whereabouts on 
your next birthday. 

There’s an idea here for every day of the 
year. Some suggestions are date specifi c – a 
religious holiday, a festival, an annual seasonal 
opening. Some give an indication of the best 
week, month or timeframe when perhaps 
it’s driest, coolest, quietest or most full of 
wildebeest. For the date-specifi c events, we’ve 

pinned them to their 2015 occurrences where 
possible, with dates given for the following 
years where known. 

Of course, there are myriad options. On any 
given day, there are many best places to be, 
many destinations ripe for adventures. But 
here are 365 goodies to get you started. Now, 
stop reading this – you shouldn’t be HERE. 
Why not fl ick forward to ‘today’ and start 
planning tomorrow?

CONTENTS
JANUARY       Page 008
FEBRUARY        Page 030
MARCH        Page 050
APRIL         Page 072
MAY         Page 094
JUNE         Page 116
JULY         Page 136
AUGUST         Page 158
SEPTEMBER        Page 180
OCTOBER        Page 202
NOVEMBER       Page 224
DECEMBER        Page 244

INTRODUCTION CONTINUED

There’s an idea 
here for every day 
of the year. Some 
suggestions are 
date specifi c, others 
give an indication 
of the best week or 
month

SARAH BAXTER
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WHERE IN THE WORLD DO YOU WANT TO BE?

27
OCT

Mountain 
bike in Moab

PAGE 221

09
NOV

Dive into 
cenotes

PAGE 230

Dress up 
for Venice 
Carnevale

PAGE 40

17
MAR

Celebrate St 
Patrick’s Day

PAGE 63

15
FEB

Run with bulls 
in Pamplona

PAGE 141

09
JUL
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Get soaked 
at Songkran

PAGE 81

Make merry 
with Mozart
PAGE 167

12
SEP

Circuit 
Mt Kailash
PAGE 188

20
MAY

Explore 
Wadi Rum
PAGE 107

Party at 
Ati-Atihan 
PAGE 20

17
JAN

23
JUN

Marvel at a 
migration
PAGE 133

13
AUG

27
DEC

Paddle the 
Franklin River
PAGE 263

13
APR
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Bhutan 97, 206
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bird-watching

birds of paradise 156
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Kakadu 222
kea 28
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Panama 259
penguins 35, 242, 249
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seabirds 171, 204
storks 179 

Black Rock Desert 176
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Borneo 53, 195
Botswana 41, 105, 180, 191
Brazil 60, 72-73, 210
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Budapest 213
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