
The best places to go and things to do all around the 
world right now! Drawing on the knowledge, passion 
and miles travelled by Lonely Planet’s staff , authors and 
online community, we present a year’s worth of travel 
inspiration to take you out of the ordinary and into some 
unforgettable experiences.

When Lonely Planet talks the rest of the 
world listens. That’s why tourist boards 
all over the world await its top 10 lists 
with bated breath – inclusion practically 
guarantees a bumper year.
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Beautiful to look at and fun to read, Lonely 
Planet’s roundup is a must-own.
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, USA

As someone who loves travelling – and 
even the prospect of planning my next 
trip – this compact guide was a real treat. 
The sumptuous photographs alone…were 
enough to transport me momentarily into 
holiday mode.
NZ HERALD

Full of mind-blowing travel destinations, 
all perfectly showcasing the wonderful 
world around us...the guys at Lonely Planet 
will inspire you to get up off  your bum and 
start the adventure of a lifetime.
FAMOUS MAGAZINE, AUSTRALIA

Practical and off -beat, far-fl ung and 
hyper-local, this hits the conversation-
starter-book jackpot. Use it to plan the best 
vacation of your life, or just indulge your 
fantasies by paging through it like high-
gloss journey porn.
ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION, USA

The annual Lonely Planet guide is packed 
with useful tips, fascinating facts and 
excellent advice. 
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For those suff ering itchy feet, but uncertain 
as to which direction to point them...
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HIGHLIGHTS
✪ Lonely Planet ranks the top 10 countries, regions and 

cities to visit in 2014.

✪ The best travel experiences for the year ahead, from 
cheering your team at the FIFA World Cup in Brazil to 
strolling the boulevards of Paris.

✪ More than 35 events mapped out month by month in 
the 2014 travel planner.
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WHERE IT ALL BEGAN…
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the 
pocket, and a sense of adventure.

That’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler 

needed for the trip of a lifetime. They met on 

a park bench in Regent’s Park, London and 

married a year later. For their honeymoon, they 

decided to attempt what few people thought 

possible – crossing Europe and Asia overland, 

all the way to Australia. 

It was too amazing an experience to keep 

to themselves. Urged on by their friends, they 

stayed up nights at their kitchen table writing, 

typing and stapling together their very fi rst 

travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.

Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies 

and Lonely Planet was born. Two years later, 

their second journey led to South-East Asia 

on a Shoestring, which led to books on Nepal, 

Australia, Africa and India, which led to…you 

get the picture.
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Holidays are meticulously planned, 
eagerly anticipated and then, to the agony 

of those of us stuck at home, replayed to a 

green-faced audience. Best in Travel aims to 

make sure you’re the one with stories to tell 

rather than the one stuck at home. 

This year, like in previous years, we’re 

making suggestions for the cities, countries 

and regions we think you should consider 

visiting in 2014. Top picks Paris, Brazil and 

Sikkim might hog the headlines, but from 

Yorkshire to Macedonia, Vancouver to 

Antarctica, there’s a globe-spanning range 

of recommendations. 

Picking the best in travel each year is 

a delicious and agonising process, with a 
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6 BEST IN TRAVEL 2014

HERE AT LONELY PLANET OUR FEET 
CONTINUALLY ITCH. TRAVEL’S IN THE BLOOD 
OF EVERYONE WHO WORKS HERE.

INTRODUCTION
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shortlist made of suggestions from our 

authors, staff  and community and voted 

on by a panel of travel-hardened hacks 

including Lonely Planet co-founder Tony 

Wheeler. For most places we’ve chosen 

there’s a strong reason to go this year, 

be it a sporting event or a revitalised 

infrastructure, while there are a few we 

couldn’t resist including because they just 

have that aura of ‘right now’ about them. 

In addition to the top 30 places to visit 

this year, we’ve also included a selection 

of travel lists which should give you a few 

fresh ideas, whether you’re looking to mark 

an unusual anniversary, discover the world 

according to the Beatles or Shakespeare, 

try out the trendiest boot camps, or pinch 

the pennies with our eagerly anticipated 

best-value destinations.

If you agree with us, the question is where 

to go fi rst. If not, feel free to tell us where 

we’ve led you astray. Either way, a fabulous 

year on the road awaits.

Tom Hall, Lonely Planet Travel Editor
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