
Why Go?
This region’s undisputed centre of gravity is dynamic Ant-
werp, a historic port and diamond-trading city currently 
basking in a third Golden Age that has made it one of Eu-
rope’s more unlikely fashion and clubbing centres.

Historic cities on a more manageable scale include in-
creasingly resurgent Mechelen, sweet little Lier and self- 
confident university town Leuven. Lier, Turnhout and lesser-
known Diest have arguably Belgium’s best begijnhoven, and 
lovable Tongeren claims to be Belgium’s oldest settlement. 
The historic cores of towns and cities are the main attrac-
tions, but the southeastern Haspengouw and Hageland re-
gions do enjoy some pretty, undulating hillsides green with 
orchards and even a few vineyards. And, as always, there are 
scattered castles to be found lurking in forgotten villages. 
Note that here ‘Eastern Flanders’ refers to the eastern half 
of today’s Flanders region, not that of the historic Flanders 
county.
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Turnhout.........................165
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Best Places to Eat
»» Le John (p158) 
»» Infirmerie (p183) 
»» De Groote Witte Arend 

(p156) 
»» Gasthof 1618 (p179) 

Best Places to 
Stay
»» Hotel Julien (p153) 
»» Martins’ Patershof (p172) 
»» Belle Vie (p182) 
»» Oude Brouwerei Keyser 

Carel (p176) 
»» Klein Paradijs (p181)
»» Carpe Diem (p180) 

Antwerp & Eastern 
Flanders
Language: Dutch

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



An
tw

erp & Eastern
 Flan

ders ﻿
An

tw
erp & Eastern

 Flan
ders ﻿

An
tw

erp & Eastern
 Flan

ders ﻿

144

A
ir

po
rt

A
nt

w
er

p

G
er

aa
rd

sb
er

ge
n

ToG
he

nt
To To

 O
ud

en
aa

rd
e

(2
.5

km
)

To
 B

aa
rl

e 
H

er
to

g

(2
0k

m
)

To
 L

im
bo

ur
g

(6
0k

m
)

(B
er

ge
n)

(E
di

ng
en

)
To

 E
ng

hi
en

(7
8k

m
)

(D
oo

rn
ik

)
To

 T
ou

rn
ai

To
 M

on
s

(1
2k

m
)

(L
ul

k)
 (

10
km

)
(5

7k
m

)
To

 L
iè

ge
To

 C
ha

rl
er

oi

To
 B

re
da

Sc
he

ld
t

S
t-

P
ie

te
rs

 L
ee

u
w

L
IÈ

G
E

O
O

S
T-

V
L
A

A
N

D
E
R

E
N

W
A

L
L
O

N
B

R
A

B
A

N
T-

B
R

A
B

A
N

T
V

L
A

A
M

S
-

A
N

TW
E
R

P
E
N

L
IM

B
U

R
G

H
ag

el
an

d

H
as

p
en

go
u
w

W
et

te
re

n

Lo
ke

re
n

Pu
ur

s

Pe
er

N
ee

rp
el

t

A
ch

el

V
is

se
na

ke
n

Be
ze

l

St
ek

en
e

H
ul

st

N
in

ov
e

A
al

st
 (

A
lo

st
)

A
ff

lig
em

Si
nt

-N
ik

la
as (T

er
m

on
de

)
D

en
de

rm
on

de

Te
m

se

(H
al

)
H

al
le

R
up

el
m

on
de

G
rim

be
rg

en

V
ilv

oo
rd

e

(G
el

de
na

ke
n)

Jo
do

ig
ne

Ei
nd

ho
ve

n

(T
on

gr
es

)
To

ng
er

en

W
es

tm
al

le

M
aa

sm
ec

he
le

n

R
ut

te
n

M
aa

se
ik

Le
op

ol
ds

bu
rg

H
ec

ht
el

Br
ee

G
ee

l

O
os

tm
al

le

M
ol

H
as

se
lt

Te
rv

ur
en

B
oo

m

W
er

ch
te

r

R
ill

aa
r

B
R

U
S
S
E
L
S

Li
llo

H
er

en
ta

ls

H
oo

gs
tr

at
en

Bo
ec

ho
ut

W
ill

eb
ro

ek

M
ei

se

Sc
he

rp
en

he
uv

el
A

ar
sc

ho
t

G
en

k

M
aa

st
ri

ch
t

K
es

se
l-

Lo

Zo
ut

le
eu

w

H
ar

bo
ur

A
nt

w
er

p

A
ir

po
rt

B
ru

ss
el

s
va

n 
H

or
st

K
as

te
el

V
er

be
ke

 F
ou

nd
at

io
n

(t
ol

l)
Li

ef
ke

ns
ho

ek
tu

nn
el

G
ar

de
n

B
ot

an
ic

al

A
bb

ey
W

es
tm

al
le

m
us

eu
m

Te
ch

no
po

lis

O
pe

nl
uc

ht
-

Pl
an

ck
en

da
el

B
er

en
dr

ec
ht

sl
ui

s B
re

en
do

nk
Fo

rt
B

ok
ri

jk

R
es

er
ve

H
og

e 
K

em
pe

n
N

at
io

na
al

 P
ar

k

So
ig

ne
s/

Z
on

ië
nw

ou
d

Fô
re

t d
e

H
ei

de
 N

at
ur

e
K

al
m

th
ou

ts
e

M
ee

rd
aa

lw
ou

d

Maa
s

N
et

e

N
E
TH

E
R

L
A

N
D

S

G
E
R

M
A

N
Y

N
E
TH

E
R

L
A

N
D

S

Tu
rn

aa
l

ho
ut

-
A

nt
w

er
pe

n
Ka

n

A
lb

er
tk

aa
na

l

N
23

3

A1
7

E4
0

E3
14

E4
0

E1
9

E1
7

E3
13

E3
4

E1
9

L
ie

r

(L
o
u
va

in
)

L
eu

ve
n

(T
ir

le
m

o
n
t)

Ti
en

en
(S

t-
Tr

o
n
d
)

S
in

t-
Tr

u
id

en

H
o
eg

aa
rd

en

Tu
rn

h
o
u
t

A
n
tw

er
p

M
ec

h
el

en

D
ie

st

12
 m

ile
s

0
20

 k
m

0

1
 S

ee
 w

he
re

 R
ub

en
s 

m
ee

ts
 

av
an

t-
ga

rd
e 

fa
sh

io
ni

st
as

 in
 

An
tw

er
p 

(p
14

5)

2
 M

ar
ve

l a
t L

eu
ve

n’
s 

or
na

te
 

go
th

ic
 s

ta
dh

ui
s 

(p
17

4)

3
 S

w
ee

te
n 

up
 a

t T
ie

ne
n’

s 
su

ga
ry

 S
ui

ke
rm

us
eu

m
 (p

18
0)

4
 B

e 
ch

ar
m

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
lo

va
bl

e 
be

gi
jn

ho
ve

n 
in

 D
ie

st
 (p

17
9)

, 
Li

er
 (p

16
7)

 a
nd

 T
ur

nh
ou

t 
(p

16
5)

5
 E

nj
oy

 th
re

e 
to

w
er

s 
fo

r t
he

 
pr

ic
e 

of
 o

ne
 in

 m
ag

ic
al

 S
in

t-
Tr

ui
de

n 
(p

18
1)

6
 G

et
 n

os
ta

lg
ic

 a
t t

he
 s

up
er

b 
Sp

ee
lg

oe
dm

us
eu

m
 (p

17
0)

 in
 

M
ec

he
le

n

7
 D

rin
k 

in
 th

e 
w

hi
te

-b
ee

r 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e 

of
 H

oe
ga

ar
de

n 
(p

18
0)

A
nt

w
er

p 
&

 E
as

te
rn

 F
la

nd
er

s H
ig

hl
ig

ht
s




