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Welcome to
Bangladesh

Bangladesh is south Asia’s greenest jewel —
a country braided with rivers, with a
rich culture waiting to be explored by

A Land of Rivers

Welcome to river country. Bangladesh is
braided together by more than 700 rivers,
producing a deliciously lush landscape with
more shades of green than you ever imag-
ined. Travelling by boat is a way of life here,
and provides a fabulous opportunity to see
the country from a more unusual angle. This
is one of the world’s most densely populated
countries, but once you're slowly floating
downriver on a small wooden rowboat, it’s
easy to imagine you have it all to yourself.
Whether you're travelling to hectic Dhaka or
to the Sundarbans mangrove forests, boats
will help you explore Bangladesh’s riches.

Hidden Riches

The mangrove forests and tigers of the
Sundarbans National Park are Bangladesh’s
most famous attraction, but the country has
a host of lesser-known attractions that are
waiting to be discovered. Highlights include
the Buddhist remains at Paharpur and the
15th-century mosques and mausoleums of
Bagerhat, both of which are Unesco World
Heritage Sites. While modern Bangladesh

is majority Muslim, its hill tracts are still
home to Buddhist and Christian Adivasi
tribal peoples, while temples in Dhaka and
beyond attest to the influence of Hindu
culture on the country.

pioneering travellers.

Warm & Welcoming

Getting off the beaten track is something
of a travel cliché, but Bangladesh is some-
where that tourism remains in its infancy.
It’s easy to get the sensation that you’re
breaking ground here, even if your pioneer-
ing spirit is frequently attended to by being
the centre of attention. Bangla culture is
famously welcoming - rarely will you have
cause to suspect the ulterior motives that
can sometimes bedevil travel in other parts
of south Asia. If you enjoy making friends,
mixing with locals and travelling without
bumping into too many other tourists, then
this is probably just the country to explore.

Slow Down

Be prepared to embrace Bangladesh in all
its possibilities and quirks. This isn’t a des-
tination to be rushed. Poor infrastructure
and an undeveloped tourist industry means
that you’ll be left frustrated if you're trying
to travel in too much of a hurry. So slow
down; don’t try to pack too much into your
itinerary. Bangladesh isn’t a tick-the-sights-
off-the-list type of country. It’s a place to
relax, meet people and discover new ideas
and ways of life. Taking your time will allow
the country to reveal the best of itself at its
own pace, as sure and steady as the rivers
that flow through its veins.
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Why | Love Bangladesh

By Paul Clammer, Writer

It's the cycle-rickshaws that do it for me in Bangladesh. They're works of art, from their
brightly decorated handlebars and the struts of their canopies to their painted backs,
displaying anything from mosques to Bangla film stars. To a soundtrack of bicycle bells, they
weave their way through roads as if the words ‘traffic jam’ were unknown. It doesn’t matter if
you're in the smallest village trying to find some ancient mosque or in an upscale neighbour-
hood of Dhaka looking for a swanky restaurant — if you want to get anywhere, then a cycle-
rickshaw is the quintessential Bangladeshi way to arrive.
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Above: Decorations on a cycle-rickshaw




