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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

OUR WRITER

Daniel McCrohan

Daniel first fell in love with Bangladesh way back in 1998 and has since made
multiple trips here, chalking up many months’ worth of Bangla-travel. He has
worked extensively throughout Asia (his adopted home since leaving England
more than eight years ago), but particularly enjoys this region, one of the

few parts of South Asia, he says, that still has yet to be properly discovered

by travellers. Daniel has worked on more than a dozen other Lonely Planet
guides including India, Tibet and China. He also cohosted the Lonely Planet television series Best
in China. You can follow his Asia travels on Twitter (@danielmccrohan), or through his website
(danielmccrohan.com).

Read more about Daniel at
lonelyplanet.com/members/danielmccrohan
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Whether you’ve got six days or
60, these itineraries provide a
starting point for the trip of a
lifetime. Want more inspiration?
Head online to lonelyplanet
.com/thorntree to chat with other

itineraries travellers.
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One Week

Sampling the Sundarbans

One week is just enough time to dip into Dhaka before going on the boat trip of a
lifetime through the tiger-filled mangrove swamps of the Sundarbans.
Ease yourself into Dhaka by spending your first day in the more upmarket neigh-
bourhood of Banani before delving into the chaos with a sightseeing tour of Old
Dhaka on day two. Don’t miss Sadarghat for a rowboat trip on the Buriganga River.

You haven’t got time to ride the Rocket (you’ll need an extra two days for that). Instead,
take an overnight bus to Khulna to meet up with your Sundarbans tour company, which
you’ll need in order to properly explore the Sundarbans National Park. Then relax on the
deck of your boat and enjoy three days of tiger-tinged river adventure before floating back
to Khulna.

Consider a day trip to Bagerhat before taking the bus back to Dhaka for one final day
in the capital.

Note that you will need to have booked your Sundarbans trip at least three weeks in
advance, so start planning this one from home.
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One Month

Best of Bangladesh

Bangladesh is relatively small, so if you have a full month you can see pretty much all
the main highlights. This tour takes in Dhaka, the Sundarbans and part of history-
rich Rajshahi before whisking you over to the east to sample the tea estates of
Srimangal and the forested mountains of the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Your first job when you arrive in Dhaka is to book your cabin on the Rocket for your
ferry ride the following evening. Tickets in hand, you can spend the rest of that day and the
next taking in the sights of Old Dhaka before leaving on the 6pm boat.

Sit back and enjoy the lazy 20-hour river trip to Hularhat. Having disembarked mid-
morning, grab a rickshaw to the bus stand, then a bus to Bagerhat, where you can spend
the afternoon admiring the Islamic ruins before hopping on another bus to Khulna where
you’ll meet your Sundarbans tour company. Note: you will have had to have booked your
Sundarbans trip at least three weeks in advance.

The next morning, board your boat and enjoy three or four days of unrivalled river ad-
venture as you track tigers in the mangrove forests of the Sundarbans National Park.

Back in Khulna, take a bus north, pit-stopping in Kushtia - the cultural capital of
Bengal - before continuing on to Rajshahi.

Take a day trip to Sona Masjid to see the scattered ruins of the ancient city of Gaud
before catching a bus to Bogra.

Not much to see here - although you could consider an unusual day trip to the sand
chars on the Jamuna River - but Bogra is only a day trip away from the Unesco-protected
Buddhist ruins of Paharpur.

Catch a bus from Bogra back to Dhaka, but don’t dally; the next morning you’ll be
river-bound again, this time a morning ferry from Dhaka’s Sadarghat to Chandpur before
catching the train to Chittagong.

Sort out your permit for the hill tracts region while you're in Chittagong, then spend four
or five days exploring Rangamati and Bandarban before heading back to Chittagong.

Take the scenic day train to Srimangal where you can rent a bicycle to enjoy the sur-
rounding tea estates, forest reserves and Adivasi villages before catching the train back to
Dhaka.



Kantanagar
Dinajpur&

Paharpur(&
MasjidQ, }

NEPAL

Sona

Rangpur

ahastangarh

> Puthia
Rajshahi
INDIA
Sonargaon
o ChandpurQ Kaptai
2 Lake
2 \
%Y T
&% O‘_/L ngamati
Chittagongo OBandarban
Maheskhali
Islando
BAY OF BENGAL Cox's Bazaro AR
s | he Ruins of the Northwest (BURMA)
e Q ESLII{I?: fR(—,‘serve
St Martin's
Island O

Two Weeks

Ruins of the Northwest

This tour points you towards the old-
er side of Dhaka before exploring the
dusty ruins of history-rich Rajshahi
and Rangpur.

Spend your first day visiting the museums
and Raj-era architecture of Central Dhaka
before diving into the living history of Old
Dhaka. Try to track down the hard-to-find
ruins of Bara Katra and Chota Katra in
among the chaos of the bazars. A day trip to
Sonargaon makes an easy day three before
you set off by bus to the temple-strewn vil-
lage of Puthia, en route to Rajshahi.

Day trip from Rajshahi to Sona Masjid,
to see the scattered ruins of the lost city of
Gaud, before catching the bus to Bogra. The
ruined settlement of Mahastangarh makes
a fun half-day trip before you head to the
Unesco-protected Buddhist ruins of Pahar-
pur, where you can stay the night.

From Paharpur, take a bus to Dinajpur
(via Jaipurhat and Fulbari) so you can visit
the stunning Hindu temple of Kantanagar
before heading to nearby Rangpur, which
has a sprinkling of Raj-era architecture, a
top-class guesthouse and a daily train to
Dhaka.

Two to Three Weeks

Exploring Chittagong

The most diverse region of Bangla-
desh, Chittagong has mountains, for-
ests, Adivasi villages, elephants and
even beaches. This tour has the lot.

After a day visiting the must-see sights of
Dhaka, hop on a morning ferry to Chand-
pur, from where you can catch a train to
Chittagong. Sort out your permit for the
hill tracts here before taking a bus to laid-
back Rangamati for a couple of relaxing
days by Kaptai Lake. From Rangamati, take
a bus to Bandarban, the heart of the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts, and the best place to base
yourself for hiking.

After your hill-tracts exertions, take the
bus to Cox’s Bazar where you can rest up
by the beach - but don’t forget to visit Ma-
heskhali Island.

Heading further south, catch a bus to
Teknaf Game Reserve, home to some of
Bangladesh’s few remaining wild elephants,
before riding the waves to St Martin’s Is-
land for a more shanty beach experience.

The restrictive ferry schedule means
you’ll need two days to get back to Dhaka
from here, via Cox’s Bazar (bus) and Chit-
tagong (train), although you could fly back
from Cox’s Bazar, or take a night bus, if
you’re pushed for time.
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