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6 would be EU, EEA &
Swiss Nationals
2 would be Turkish
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5 would be Former
Yugoslavians
2 would be other

if Austria were
100 people 
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 30,000–
25,000 BC

 The 30,000-year-old 
Venus of Galgenberg 
(aka Dancing Fanny) 

and the 25,000-year-
old buxom beauty the 

Venus of Willendorf 
are crafted – both 

are now in Vienna’s 
Naturhistorisches 

Museum.

5300 BC
 The Neolithic ‘Ötzi

dies and is mummi  ed
in a glacier in the

Ötztal. He’s found in
1991; several Austrian
and Italian women ask

to be impregnated
with his frozen sperm

sible plains and Danube Valley in Lower Austr
centres of civilisation. A visit to the Naturhi tori
contains two stone Venus statuette  that are rem

 When the Celts settled in the late Iron Age ar
chose the valley of the Danube River and the s
Salzburg, encountering Illyrians who had wande
kan region. Gradually an Illyric-Celtic kingdom
Noricum, that stretched from eastern Tyrol to t
fringes of the Alps in Carinthia.

 Romans
 The Romans, who crossed the Alps in force in 15
the Danube River, carved up these regions into a

the Babenbergs 
through to the 
country’s entry 
into the EU in 
The Austrians: 

A Thousand 
Year Odyssey by 
Gordon Brook-

Shepard.
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 Grossglockner Road
 1 Hairpin bends: 36. Length: 48km. Average slope gradient: 9%. Highest viewpoint: Edelweiss Spitze 

(2571m). Portrait of the   Grossglockner Road (p 279 ), one of Europe’s greatest drives and the show-
piece of Hohe Tauern National Park. The scenery unfolds as you climb higher on this serpentine road. 
And what scenery! Snowcapped mountains, plunging waterfalls and lakes scattered like gemstones 
are just the build-up to Grossglockner (3798m), Austria’s highest peak, and the Pasterze Glacier. Start 
early and allow enough time, as there’s a stop-the-car-and-grab-the-camera view on every corner.

4  24 
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“All you’ve got to do is decide to go and the hardest part is over. So go!”
TONY WHEELER, COFOUNDER – LONELY PLANET
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GET MORE FROM YOUR TRIP 

Learn about the big picture, so you

can make sense of what you see 

 Itiner-
aries  Whether you’ve got six days or 

60, these itineraries provide a 
starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime. Want more inspiration? 
Head online to lonelyplanet.
com/thorntree to chat with other 
travellers.

 Two Weeks
Classic Austria

 Spend three days   visiting top sights in Vienna before taking a train over the Semmering 
Pass to the spa town of Semmering (day four). During the ski season (from about mid-
December to early March in this region), you might want to hit the snow here or relax in 

a hotel wellness area. In summer, take in the picturesque surroundings and fresh air on a 
walk before setting o   for Graz late on day  ve or early on day six. In winter in Styria take 
advantage of the cultural scene, catching a performance or visiting a museum or two, and 
enjoying the local cuisine and nightlife. In summer, don’t miss Schloss Eggenberg. After ex-
ploring Graz, the wine roads in the south or one of the surrounding sights, board the train 
by day nine for Schladming, breaking the journey for a few hours in Leoben to visit the 
MuseumsCenter Leoben. In Schladming, visit the skywalk and glacier, staying overnight 
(longer in winter for snow sports) before  nishing the classic trip in Salzburg and (in sum-
mer) the nearby Wolfgangsee.
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 need to 
know

  Currency
 »  Euro (€)

 Language
 »  German

 High Season 
(Apr–Oct)

 »  High  season peaks 
f J l t A t

 Shoulder 
Season (late 
Mar–May & late 
Sep–Oct)

 Low Season 
(Nov–Mar)

 »  Many sights are 
l d t thi ti

 When to Go

#

#

#

#

#

Vienna
GO Late Mar-Oct

Graz
GO Apr-Oct

Salzburg
GO Jul–Aug for the Salzburg Festival;
rest of the year for fewer crowds

Innsbruck
GO Jun–Sep & Dec–Mar for outdoor pursuits;
rest of year for uncrowded sights

Kitzbühel
GO Jun–Sep for alpine hikes;

Dec–Mar for skiing

Mild to hot summers, cold winters
Warm to hot summers, mild winters
Mild year round

 Your Daily
Budget
 Budget less tha

€80
 »  Dorm     beds or chea

doubles: about €25 p
person

 »  Self-catering or 
lunch-time specials

 »  Stay in low-profile 
regions, enjoy free 
sights

 Midrange 

€80-
140

 »  Hotel singles: €50-
80 (€60-70 in cities)

 »  Explore the culinary
scene (a good meal 
costs €20-30)

 »  High-profile sights 
and day trips

Top end over 

€140
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 Top Events

 Salzburger Festspiele, July

 Styriarte, June

 Christmas markets, December

 Spectaculum, July

 Donauinselfest, June

 January
 The ski  season is revving. 
One of the coldest months 
of the year in Austria, this 
is the right time to hit 
the peaks for downhill or 
cross-country skiing, or 
for snowshoe hikes.

�3New Year 
Concerts

 On 1 January the new year 
is welcomed with classical 
concerts. The Vienna Phil-
harmonic’s performance in 
Vi ’ St t i th

 February
 The winter months are 
freezing, but in Vienna 
the museums and cultural 
scene are in full swing. 
Crowds are down except 
in the traditional cafes. 
On the slopes the skiing is 
usually still excellent.

�3Opernball
 Of the 300 or so 

Vienna balls held in Janu-
ary and February,  Opernball 
(Opera Ball; www.wiener
staatsoper at) is number

 March
 The sun is thawing the 
public squares in cities 
like Vienna, Salzburg and 
Graz. Hiking and cycling 
become possible in some 
places from late March, 
but many sights outside 
Vienna are still dormant.

�z Easter
 Easter is when 

families come together to 
celebrate. In Salzburg it is 
yet another excuse for a 
mammoth music festival

 month 
by 
month

2 4 Looking for other travel resources?

LONELYPLANET.COM
For travel information, 
advice, tips and digital 
chapters

MAGAZINE
For travel stories, 
inspiration & ideas
lonelyplanet.com/magazine 

EBOOKS
Guidebooks 
for your reader
lonelyplanet.com/ebooks

APPS
Location-based  
guides for the street
lonelyplanet.com/mobile

Get the right guides for your trip

Lonely Planet in numbers
70 
languages spoken 
by our writers

12 
seconds pass 
between posts 
on our Thorn Tree 
travel forum

100,000,000 
Lonely Planet guidebooks 
shipped, and still counting

190+ 
countries covered 
by Lonely Planet 
guides 

ENCOUNTER
• Pocket-sized
• Easy-to-use
• Highlights

COUNTRY & CITY
• The original
• Comprehensive
• Adventurous

NCONCOUNTEUNTEEERR PHRASEBOOK

twitter.com/
lonelyplanet

facebook.com/
lonelyplanet

lonelyplanet.com/
newsletter

 STAY IN TOUCH
 lonelyplanet.com/contact

 AUSTRALIA  Locked Bag 1, Footscray, Victoria 3011
%03 8379 8000, fax 03 8379 8111

 USA  150 Linden St, Oakland, CA 94607
%510 250 6400, toll free 800 275 8555, fax 510 893 8572

 UK  186 City Rd, London, EC1V 2NT
%020 7106 2100, fax 020 7106 2101

Paper in this book is certified 
against the Forest Stewardship 
Council™ standards. FSC™ promotes 
environmentally responsible, socially 
beneficial and economically viable 
management of the world’s forests.
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YOUR COMPLETE DESTINATION GUIDE 

In-depth reviews, detailed listings 

and insider tips

SURVIVAL 
GUIDE
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Map Legend .....................  439

YOUR AT-A-GLANCE REFERENCE 

How to get around, get a room, 

stay safe, say hello

ON THE 
ROAD 

The national language of Austria is German, 
though there are a few regional dialects. For 
example, the dialect spoken in Vorarlberg is 
much closer to Swiss German (Schwyzer-
tütsch) – a language all but incomprehensi-
ble to most non-Swiss – than it is to the stan-
dard High German (Hochdeutsch) dialect. 
Nevertheless, Austrians can easily switch 
from their dialect to High German. 

There are many words and expressions 
in German that are used only by Austrians, 
some throughout the country and others 
only in particular regions, although they’ll 
probably be understood elsewhere. Most of 
these would not automatically be understood 
by non-Austrian German speakers. On the 
other hand, the ‘standard’ German equiva-
lents would be understood by all Austrians. 
The greetings and farewells included in this 
chapter are speci  c to Austria. 

Pronunciation
It’s easy to pronounce German because 

BASICS
German has polite and informal forms for 
‘you’ (Sie and du respectively). When ad-
dressing people you don’t know well, use the 
polite form (though younger people will be 
less inclined to expect it). In this language 
guide the polite form is used unless indicated 
with ‘inf’ (for ‘informal’) in brackets. 

Hello. Servus. zer·vus
Goodbye. Auf  owf 
   Wiedersehen. vee·der·zay·en
Yes. Ja.  yah
No.  Nein. nain
Please. Bitte. bi·te
Thank you.  Danke. dang·ke
You’re  Bitte (sehr). bi·te (zair)
 welcome.
Excuse me.  Entschuldigung. ent·shul·di·gung 
Sorry. Entschuldigung. ent·shul·di·gung

language

Planet’s German Phrasebook. 
You’ll  nd it at shop.
lonelyplanet.com, or you 
can buy Lonely Planet’s 
iPhone phrasebooks at the 
Apple App Store. 

Language

30-language-aut6.indd   421 16/02/2011   5:53:45 PM
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Eisriesenwelt, Werfen
A monumental

palace of ice (p244)

Grossglockner Road
Road-tripping through

alpine panoramas (p279)

Mozart’s Salzburg 
Home of Austria’s 

great composer (p221)

The Sound of Music 
Relive the kitschy

celluloid legend (p231)

Krimmler Wasserfälle
Europe’s highest 
waterfall (p281)

Après-ski in St Anton 
Legendary partying 
in the snow (p329)

Schwarzenberg

Schwaz

Wörgl

Kitzbühel Saalfelden Werfen

Bad
Reichenhali

Braunau
am Inn

Davos

Zell am See

Bad Gastein

Oberstdorf

Memmingen

Kufstein

Hohenems

Feldkirch

ÖtzBludenz

St Anton am
Arlberg

Landeck

Hall

Portogruaro

Bregenz

Dornbirn

Salzburg

Innsbruck

Nuremberg

Munich

Udine

Vaduz

Stuttgart

Lienz

Mayrhofen
Stanz

ITALY

GERMANYGERMANY

ERMANY

SWITZERLAND

Zugspitze
(2963m)

Grossglockner
(3798m) Kaiser-Franz-

Josefs-Höhe
(2369m)

Edelweiss Spitze
(2577m)

Wildspitze
(3774m)

Brenner Pass
(1374m)

Timmelsjoch
PassReschen

Pass
(1508m)

Alberg
Pass

Sanna

In

n

#Y Grossglockner
Rd

Pinzgauer
Spaziergang

Tennengebirge
Circuit

Bregenzerwald

SALZBURG
(SALZBURGERLAND)

VORARLBERG
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/·E45
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Cafe Culture in Vienna
Where decadence meets 
bow-tied waiters (p94)

Imperial Vienna
Explore the grandiose

Habsburg legacies (p58)

The Wachau
Vineyards, villages and  

the Danube (p111)

Stift Melk
Austria’s magnificent  

Benedictine abbey (p120)

MuseumsQuartier, Vienna
Vienna’s lively 

museum space (p69)

Around Neusiedler See 
Sample wine in rustic 

Heurigen (p143)

Semmeringbahn 
Winding through forested  

alpine landscapes (p136)
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Look out for these icons:

o Our author’s 
recommendation S A green or 

sustainable option F No payment 
required
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On the Road

See the Index for a full list of destinations covered in this book.
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 Itiner-
aries

 Whether you’ve got six days or 
60, these itineraries provide a 
starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime. Want more inspiration? 
Head online to lonelyplanet.
com/thorntree to chat with other 
travellers.

 Two Weeks
Classic Austria

 Spend three days   visiting top sights in Vienna before taking a train over the Semmering 
Pass to the spa town of Semmering (day four). During the ski season (from about mid-
December to early March in this region), you might want to hit the snow here or relax in 

a hotel wellness area. In summer, take in the picturesque surroundings and fresh air on a 
walk before setting off  for Graz late on day fi ve or early on day six. In winter in Styria take 
advantage of the cultural scene, catching a performance or visiting a museum or two, and 
enjoying the local cuisine and nightlife. In summer, don’t miss Schloss Eggenberg. After ex-
ploring Graz, the wine roads in the south or one of the surrounding sights, board the train 
by day nine for Schladming, breaking the journey for a few hours in Leoben to visit the 
MuseumsCenter Leoben. In Schladming, visit the skywalk and glacier, staying overnight 
(longer in winter for snow sports) before fi nishing the classic trip in Salzburg and (in sum-
mer) the nearby Wolfgangsee.
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 Two Weeks
Vienna to Innsbruck

 Begin a trip with three days of explor-
ing the top sights in Vienna, making 

sure you take in either Schloss Belvedere 
or Schloss Schönbrunn, before heading 
west along the Danube Valley to Krems 
an der Donau, where you can enjoy good 
food, visit a couple of museums and tour 
the Waldviertel or the Wachau. Don’t 
miss the abbey in Melk, also a good place 
for easy hiking in summer. On day seven (a 
day or two earlier in winter), continue the 
trip to Linz for an overnight stay in this 
industrial city with exciting museums such 
as the Lentos Kunstmuseum. The trail to 
Hallstatt and the lakes of the Salzkam-
mergut will restore the feel for the pictur-
esque landscape after Linz, and you can 
briefl y break the journey in Gmunden or 
Traunkirchen on the Traunsee as a fore-
taste of the more spectacular landscapes to 
come. From Hallstatt you have a choice of 
travelling to Salzburg for the many cultur-
al sights and crossing through Germany to 
Innsbruck, or bypassing Salzburg and stop-
ping over in Zell am See before continu-
ing to Innsbruck, where you can choose 
between culture or hiking trails.

 10 Days
Salzburgerland

 Begin the trip in Salzburg and spend 
three days exploring the city, taking in 

big draws like the Festung Hohensalzburg 
and lesser-known areas where the crowds 
don’t go. Make an excursion to the Italianate 
Schloss Hellbrunn and another to Salz-
welten Salzburg in Hallein for a taste of the 
historic salt works that gave the region its 
name. From Salzburg the road goes south to 
the most popular and gently picturesque of 
the lakes in the Salzkammergut, the Wolf-
gangsee, where the summertime swim-
ming, walking and cycling are splendid. 
Explore the lesser-known towns on hikes or 
rides over the next three to four days. From 
St Wolfgang or St Gilgen it’s a short bus 
hop to Bad Ischl, an excellent base for ex-
ploring other lakes in the Salzkammergut. 
The most spectacular of these is the Hall-
stätter See, with Hallstatt or the quieter 
(but less historic) Obertraun perfect for 
overnighting if you are not based in Bad Is-
chl for the next three days. Near Obertraun, 
take in the ice caves on a cable-car ride and 
make sure you do one of the hikes in the 
area. Around Hallstatt you can visit another 
of the excellent salt works before returning 
to Salzburg.

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

ITALY

CZECH REPUBLIC

SLOVENIA

GERMANY

Hallein

Gmunden

Melk

Hallstatt
Bad

Ischl

Zell am
See

Krems an
der Donau

Innsbruck

Salzburg

Linz

#•

#•

St Wolfgang &
St Gilgen

(Wolfgangsee)

Ice Caves

Waldviertel

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É
#• Traunkirchen

#•#•

ObertraunHallstätter
See

Vienna

É

É

É

É

É

É
É

É

#_

‚

Vienna to Innsbruck
Salzburgerland

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

‚

2 8



PLAN
 YO

UR TRIP IT
IN

ER
A

R
IES

 10 Days
Styria & Carinthia

 Begin the trip in Graz, or in Klagenfurt 
if you’re doing this itinerary in the other 

direction. Plan three or four days in Graz 
to get to know the city, its sights, culinary 
delights and the friendly Grazer. Explore 
the lively eating and drinking scenes or the 
formal cultural scene. On the third day take 
an excursion along the south Styrian wine 
roads, a Tuscan-like landscape hugging the 
Slovenian border with vineyards at every 
bend. A day trip to Maribor in Slovenia is 
possible, or you might like to spend a fi fth 
day at one of the other places easily acces-
sible from Graz. A train takes you to Kla-
genfurt via Leoben where you can break 
the journey for a few hours and check out 
its MuseumsCentre Leoben. The remaining 
fi ve days can be divided between Klagen-
furt and Wörthersee, Villach or Spittal 
an der Drau, all towns with a sprinkling of 
sights and good opportunities for activities 
nearby. Towns such as Hermagor in the 
Gail Valley have great cycling, hiking and 
(in winter) skiing possibilities at Nassfeld. 
For a food, wine and culture focus, plan 
more time around Graz in Styria. For swim-
ming and other activities, plan more time 
for Carinthia.

 Two Weeks
Tyrol

 Kick off  with a few days laid-back Inns-
bruck. Stroll the lanes of the historic 

Altstadt (old town), taking in its galleries, 
Habsburg treasures and upbeat nightlife. On 
the third day, you might opt to take the fu-
turistic funicular to the Nordkette for some 
hiking or skiing, or head out to Olympic ski 
jump, Bergisel. From Innsbruck, go south 
for scenic glacier skiing in the Stubaital or 
west to Stams’ exquisite baroque abbey. Day 
fi ve leads you further west to the spectacu-
larly rugged Ötztal, where you can dip into 
prehistory at Ötzi Dorf and thermal waters 
at Aqua Dome spa. Spend the next couple 
of days rafting near Landeck, exploring the 
Rosengartenschlucht gorge at Imst, or hik-
ing and skiing in St Anton am Arlberg. In 
week two, retrace your steps to Innsbruck 
and swing east. Factor in a day to tour the 
pristine medieval town of Hall in Tirol and 
Swarovski Kristallwelten, the heart of the 
Swarovski crystal empire in Wattens. The 
alpine scenery of the Zillertal will keep 
you occupied with outdoor activities, nature 
reserve and thigh-slapping folk music over 
the next few days. Finish your adventure in 
fortress-topped Kufstein and the legendary 
mountains of Kitzbühel.
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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their fi rst travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offi  ces in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

 Anthony Haywood
 Coordinating Author, Welcome to Austria, Need to Know, What’s New, If You 
Like…, Month by Month, Itineraries, Regions at a Glance, Lower Austria, Bur-
genland, Styria, The Salzkammergut, Carinthia, Austria Today, Architecture, 
Visual Arts & Music, Kaff eehäuser – Austria’s Living Rooms, The Austrian Table, 
Directory A–Z, Transport Born in Fremantle in Western Australia, Anthony pulled 
anchor early on to hitchhike in Europe, the US and North Africa. Aberystwyth in 

Wales and Ealing in London were his wintering grounds at the time. He later studied comparative 
literature and Russian. In the 1990s, fresh from a spell in post-Soviet, pre-anything Moscow, he 
moved to Germany and became a frequent traveller in Austria. Expeditions along the urban rifts of 
Vienna later gave way to long journeys into the cities and landscapes of Austria. One of those was 
to update an earlier edition of this Austria guidebook. Anthony is a freelance journalist and writer. 
His publications include numerous Lonely Planet guidebooks, a cultural history of Siberia, travel 
articles, short stories and translations.

 Caroline Sieg
 Vienna, History, The Austrians Caroline’s relationship with Austria began after 
high school, when her best friend relocated to Vienna. Subsequent trips yielded 
countless hikes in the Wienerwald, Heurigen-fi lled afternoons and a profound 
obsession with Würstchen mit Kren (sausages with freshly grated horseradish) 
and Mohr im Hemd (steamed chocolate-hazelnut pudding). These days, this 
half-Swiss, half-American travel writer hangs her hat in Berlin.

 Kerry Christiani
 24 Top Experiences, Austria Outdoors, Upper Austria, Salzburg & Salzburger-
land, Hohe Tauern National Park, Tyrol, Vorarlberg, The Austrian Alps Born in 
Essex, Kerry now lives in the Black Forest, Germany. Ever since her fi rst encoun-
ter with real snow in the Tyrolean Alps, she has been travelling back to those 
incredible mountains. On her second visit for Lonely Planet she discovered the 
truth about the von Trapps in Salzburg, sweated out a rare heatwave in the Alps 

and climbed (almost) every mountain. In so doing, she fell in love with the little country and its 
great outdoors all over again. Kerry’s incurable wanderlust has taken her to six continents, inspir-
ing numerous articles and some 20 guidebooks, including Lonely Planet’s Germany, Switzerland 
and France.
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Read more about Caroline at:
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Read more about Kerry at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/kerrychristiani
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