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Best Places to Eat
 ¨Quay (p114) 

 ¨ Sepia (p116) 

 ¨Biota Dining (p239) 

 ¨Muse (p156) 

 ¨ Lolli Redini (p205) 

 ¨Mr Wong (p115) 

Best Places  
to Sleep

 ¨Ovolo 1888 (p109) 

 ¨ Sydney Harbour YHA 
(p108) 

 ¨ 28° Byron Bay (p189) 

 ¨ ADGE Boutique Apartment 
Hotel (p111) 

 ¨Bannisters by the Sea 
(p229) 

When to Go

Feb Great weather 
but less crowded 
beaches, plus 
Mardi Gras gear-
ing up in Sydney.

Jun Bearable tem-
peratures out west; 
cosy snuggling 
in ski lodges and 
Blue Mountains 
guesthouses.

Oct A great month 
for whale watching 
up and down the 
east coast.
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Sydney 
& New South Wales

Why Go?
Australia’s most populous state is home to its largest city: 
glitzy, vibrant, intoxicating Sydney, an unforgettable metro
polis in a privileged natural setting. Bondi Beach and the 
harbour are justly famous, but in reality the whole NSW 
coast is simply magnificent: a mesmerising sequence of 
beach after quality beach backed by a series of excellent  
national parks and interesting coastal towns.

Inland, the scenic splendour of the Great Dividing Range, 
including Australia’s highest peak as well as the spectacular 
Blue Mountains, separates the coastal strip from the pasto
ral hinterlands, which gradually give way, as you move west, 
to a more arid outback landscape dotted with mining towns. 
Many visitors stick to the enticing coast, but it’s worth get
ting out west too, where the big skies and country hospital
ity are as much part of the New South Wales soul as Sydney’s 
surf scene, diversity and staggeringly good food.

Includes ¨
Blue Mountains ...........142
The Hunter Valley ....... 151
Newcastle ...................157
Port Macquarie .......... 168
Byron Bay....................185
Outback NSW .............. 211
Mungo National Park ..215
The Murray ................. 238
Snowy Mountains ...... 239


