
Best Places to Eat
¨¨ Ferns Hideaway 

Restaurant (p365) 

¨¨ Getaway Garden Café 
(p358) 

¨¨ Ginger Mule (p361)

¨¨ Great Western Hotel 
(p361)

¨¨ Megalomania (p363)

Best Places  
to Stay

¨¨ Svendsen’s Beach (p364) 

¨¨ LaLaLand Retreat (p358)

¨¨ Coral Inn Yeppoon (p363) 

¨¨ Lady Elliot Island Resort 
(p359) 

¨¨ Myella Farm Stay (p361) 

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

When to Go

Feb The Agnes 
Blues & Roots 
Festival rocks the 
Discovery Coast. 

May–Sep Warm 
winter temper-
atures are ideal 
for swimming and 
sunning.

Dec Nature puts 
on a stunning light 
show during the 
summer solstice at 
Capricorn Caves.

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

Rockhampton
°C/°F Temp

0/32

10/50

20/68

30/86

40/104

0

Rainfall inches/mm 

4/100

8/200

12/300

16/400

20/500

Capricorn Coast & the 
Southern Reef Islands

Why Go?
The stretch of coastline that straddles the tropic of Capri-
corn is one of the quietest and most lovely lengths of the 
east coast. While local families flock to the main beaches 
during school holidays, the scene is uncrowded for most of 
the year, and even in high season you needn’t travel far to 
find a deserted beach.

The stunning powdery white sand and turquoise waters 
of the Capricorn Coast fit the holiday-brochure image per-
fectly. The pristine islands of the southern Great Barrier Reef 
offer some of the best snorkelling and diving in Queensland, 
and opportunities for wildlife spotting – from turtle hatch-
lings to passing whales – are plentiful. Unspoiled beaches 
and windswept national parks can be found along the entire 
coastline.

Inland, you’ll find bustling Rockhampton – Capricornia’s 
economic hub and the capital of cattle country, with the 
steakhouses, rodeos and gigantic hats to prove it.

Includes 
Agnes Water &  
Town of 1770............... 357
Southern  
Reef Islands................ 359
Rockhampton.............360
Yeppoon...................... 362
Great Keppel  
Island..........................363
Capricorn  
Hinterland...................364
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Capricorn Coast & the Southern Reef Islands Capricorn Coast & the Southern Reef Islands Highlights

4 44 44
44

444 4
4

44
4

44 44
44

444 44
4

66
6
66

66 6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6

66
6
6

6
6

6
6

6

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

\

\

\

]

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

R

#æ

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷
÷

#S

T r
op

ic
 o

f C
ap

ri
c o

rn

Cu
rt

is
Is

la
nd

N
or

th
 W

es
t

Is
la

nd

Bu
nk

er
G

ro
up

Ca
pr

ic
or

n
G

ro
up

C 
O

 R
 A

 L
S 

E 
A

Tr
yo

n
Is

la
nd

La
dy

M
us

gr
av

e
Is

la
nd

Aw
oo

ng
a

R
es

er
vo

ir

La
ke

M
on

du
ra

n

La
ke

M
ar

ab
oo

n

La
ke

N
ug

a
N

ug
a

Fitz roy River

M
ac

ke
nz

ie 

River

Comet River
Brown Creek

Dawson   River

Planet Creek
C

ap
ri

co
rn 

H
w

y

D
aw

so
n H

wy

Da
wso

n 
H

w
y

Bruce Hwy

Ch
es

te
rt

on 
R

an
ge M
t M

of
fa

tt

K
al

po
w

ar

Tu
rk

ey
B

ea
ch

B
yf

ie
ld

Ye
pp

oo
n

Em
u 

Pa
rk

K
ep

pe
l S

an
ds

Ta
nn

um
 S

an
ds

B
ar

al
ab

a

M
ou

ra

C
al

lio
pe

Th
an

go
ol

M
on

to
Th

eo
do

re

M
ir

ia
m

Va
le

M
oo

re
Pa

rk

G
in

 G
in

C
ap

el
la

R
ub

yv
al

e

S
pr

in
gs

ur
e

D
ua

ri
ng

a

B
ar

ga
ra

S
ap

ph
ir

e

To
w

n 
of

 17
70

M
ou

nt
M

or
ga

n

B
ilo

el
a

W
oo

ra
bi

nd
a

B
oy

ne
 Is

la
nd

A
na

ki
e

C
om

et
D

in
go

R
an

ne
s

B
an

an
a

W
ys

eb
y

R
ol

le
st

on

D
ul

ul
u

W
ow

an

M
t L

ar
co

m

B
la

ck
w

at
er

B
un

da
be

rg

Em
er

al
d

G
la

ds
to

ne
Bl

ac
kd

ow
n

Ta
bl

el
an

d
N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k

By
fie

ld
 N

at
io

na
l

Pa
rk

 &
 S

ta
te

 F
or

es
t

Ca
rn

ar
vo

n
N

at
io

na
l

Pa
rk

Ca
st

le
 T

ow
er

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k
D

ee
pw

at
er

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k

Sn
ak

e 
R

an
ge

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k

Ex
pe

di
ti

on
N

at
io

na
l

Pa
rk

Is
la

 G
or

ge
N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k

M
t E

tn
a 

Ca
ve

s
N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k

Eu
ri

m
bu

la
N

at
io

na
l

Pa
rk

Cu
rt

is
 I

sl
an

d
N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k

B
ig

 B
en

d
C

am
pi

ng
G

ro
un

d

C
ed

ar
 G

al
le

rie
s

&¬67

&¬60

&¬69

&¬16

*²A
4

*²A
7

*²A
5*²A
5

*²A
3

*²A
4

*²A
4

*²A
7

)̄A
1

)̄A
1

)̄A
1

&¬60

&¬60

C
ar

na
rv

on
G

or
ge

#3

G
em

 F
ie

ld
s

#6

Ro
ck

ha
m

pt
on

#4

G
re

at
 K

ep
pe

l I
sl

an
d

#2

H
er

on
Is

la
nd

#1

La
dy

El
lio

t
Is

la
nd

#1
A

gn
es

 W
at

er
#7#e

0
50

km
0

25
m
ile

s

C
ap

ri
co

rn
C

av
es

#5

1
 D

iv
in

g 
th

e 
sp

ec
ta

cu
la

r 
un

de
rw

at
er

 c
or

al
 g

ar
de

ns
 o

f 
H

er
on

 Is
la

nd
 (p

36
0)

 a
nd

 L
ad

y 
El

lio
t I

sl
an

d 
(p

35
9)

.  
 

2
 C

la
im

in
g 

a 
tr

op
ic

al
 b

ea
ch

 
fo

r t
he

 d
ay

 o
n 

G
re

at
 K

ep
pe

l 
Is

la
nd

 (p
36

3)
.

3
 H

ik
in

g 
to

 fi
nd

 A
bo

rig
in

al
 

ro
ck

 a
rt

 in
 C

ar
na

rv
on

 G
or

ge
 

(p
36

6)
.

4
 T

uc
ki

ng
 in

to
 a

 h
ug

e 
st

ea
k 

in
 A

us
tr

al
ia

’s
 b

ee
f c

ap
ita

l, 
Ro

ck
ha

m
pt

on
 (p

36
0)

.

5
 C

ra
w

lin
g 

th
ro

ug
h 

bl
ac

k 
ho

le
s 

an
d 

tig
ht

 tu
nn

el
s 

in
 th

e 
Ca

pr
ic

or
n 

Ca
ve

s 
(p

36
2)

.

6
 D

ig
gi

ng
 a

nd
 s

ift
in

g 
in

 th
e 

ho
pe

 o
f fi

nd
in

g 
a 

fo
rt

un
e-

ch
an

gi
ng

 s
ap

ph
ire

 in
 th

e 
ge

m
 

fie
ld
s 

(p
36

5)
.  

 

7
 S

ur
fin

g 
an

d 
ch

ill
in

g 
at

 
Q

ue
en

sl
an

d’
s 

m
os

t n
or

th
er

ly
 

su
rf

 b
ea

ch
, A

gn
es

 W
at

er
 

(p
35

7)
.

	C
ap

ri
co

rn
 C

oa
st

 &
 th

e 
So

ut
he

rn
 R

ee
f I

sl
an

ds
 H

ig
hl

ig
ht

s
356


